Volunteers NS
Volunteer Awards and Recognition

by Diane Lovrencevic

ince 1974 when President Richard

Nixon signed an executive order
establishing National Volunteer Week
as an annual celebration of volunteer-
ing, the United States has shown its
volunteers how much they are needed
and appreciated. No group needs their
volunteers more than IGSI and, in ap-
preciation of these tireless members,
the IGSI Board honored fifty-five vol-
unteers who work to make our organi-
zation function. Seven special awards
were presented at this year’s event.

The Beth Mullinax Award of Distinc-
tion, a new award, recognizes an individ-
ual who shows dedicated and sustained
service in support of IGSI. By naming
this award after her and naming her the
first recipient of this award, we honor
Beth Mullinax and all she has done for
our society: her tireless devotion, her
willingness to help others and her guid-
ance to the organization. The question
we should ask about Beth isn't what has
she done for our group but rather, what
hasn’t she done. Throughout the years
she has taken on most of the jobs at
IGSI, she knows most of the genealogi-
cal gurus in the US and Ireland and is
our top rated researcher. As IGSI Presi-
dent Linda Miller said, “If Beth can not
find your ancestors in Ireland then they
never existed.”

This award plaque will be posted at the
IGSI Library. The names of future winners
of this honor will be added to the plaque.

IGSI Award of Excellence recognizes a
board member who makes exceptional
contributions to IGSI. Board members
put in many hours for the organization
and take on multiple jobs to keep things
running smoothly. This award is for the

individual who has contributed beyond
the job description and brought excel-
lence to additional projects. Pat Eaton has
repeatedly taken on enormous projects
including the organization of our office,
the PIP (Periodical Indexing) project, the
indexing of files for the website, and the
design of the website itself. It's not surpris-
ing to find her name at the top of the list of
board members who deserve this award.

Distinguished Service Award provides
an opportunity to recognize the special
dedication a volunteer gives to the Soci-
ety. Some projects can take a year or more
and the volunteers who work to complete
these projects are special to our organiza-
tion. Susan Kranz is one of these people.
She has come to the library for over five
years to keep our periodicals organized
and filed. She comes in quietly and works
without any fanfare. Most of the time no
one knows she there; she just works away.
She has been so effective that we all ben-
efit from her help and yet we never give a

thought to all she does.

IGSI Award of Merit recognizes indi-
viduals who work on a single project of
benefit to members throughout the orga-
nization. We have two recipients of this
award, Mary May and Cindy Friis. Both
spent more than a year at the library every
Friday entering our card catalog into the
computer, This digitized version is used at
the library and put online. It is this dedi-
cation to a project that we see in our volun-
teers and makes Mary and Cindy special.

IGSI Instructor’s Award honors one of
the goals of the organization’s mission
statement, that of educating the public.
This award is to recognize the instructors
who put the time and effort into teach-

ing the public. Beth Vought has taught

classes at the annual conference, on Irish
Saturdays and for volunteer training
She taught nine classes this year and will
teach a couple more before the end of the
fiscal year.

IGSI Publications Award honors in-
dividuals who have made a difference
for one of our publications. This award
is presented to Tom Rice, Chair of the
Publications Committee and Managing
Editor of The Septs, for his efforts in the
change and growth of the quarterly jour-
nal. His input, ideas and efforts in behalf
of The Septs has made it an outstanding
publication. Tom Rice is an excellent pick
for this first time award.

These award-winning volunteers plan to
continue to bring the best to our mem-
bers. A big “thanks” to all our current vol-
unteers for their help in bringing the best
to our members.

IGSI begins its year in July with a new
board, a new budget and new projects.
This is a good time to look ahead to what
you can do to help the Society.

Diane Lovrencevic is the volunteer coor-
dinator of the Irish Genealogical Society,
International among
other volunteer posi-
tions for the organi-
zation. A graphic de-
signer by profession,
she does the layout
of the publications of
IGSI. Diane has been
researching ber family
history for 18 years and has moved on to
her busband’s Irish ancestors. Diane lives
and works in the Minneapolis, Minne-
sota, area.

Page 143

Irish Genealogical Society International



