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If you have moved and forgotten to tell 
us, you will miss the issues of The Septs 
as well as other information sent by us. 
The Septs is mailed at postal bulk rate 
and is not forwarded to a new address 
or returned to IGSI if undeliverable. 
You can make the change to your ad-
dress online at the IGSI website (under 
Manage Your Member Information) or 
send an email to Membership@IrishGe-
nealogical.org at least two weeks before 
the publication dates – January 1, April 
1, July 1, and October 1.

New Address?

IGSI Information 
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2010 Irish Days
at the MGS Library
South St. Paul, MN 
Second Saturday of the Month

JANUARY 8, 2011
FEBRUARY 12 2011
MARCH 12, 2011
APRIL 9 2011
MAY 14, 2011
JUNE 11, 20011
JULY 9, 2011
AUGUST 13, 2011
SEPTEMBER 10, 2011
OCTOBER  8, 2011
NOVEMBER 12, 2011
DECEMBER 10, 2011

(These dates subject to change so check before 
you come.)

Irish research volunteers are available 
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm to assist with 
using the library and Irish resources. If 
you have questions, call Beth Mullinax at 
(763) 574-1436.

Classes are offered throughout the year. 
Information can be found online at 
http://www.IrishGenealogical.org or in 
this journal.
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While not on the Board, Gregory 
Winters is a new volunteer in a major 
role.  He will serve as editor of Ginealas, 
the e-newsletter.

What direction and action will the 
Board take in the coming year? 
IGIS Collaboration and Promotion
Projects begun in 2010 have led us in the 
direction of cooperative activities and 
promotions of IGSI. It is hoped that by 
following this path we may attract new 
members and renew the interest of for-
mer members.
•	 We are co-sponsoring an event, 

British Isles Day, in late April 2011 
with the Minnesota Genealogi-
cal Society. See page 62 for more 
information.

•	 We have activated the Genealogy 
Blog we had spoken about much 
of 2010. To see what’s been writ-
ten, check the link on the IGSI 
website or find the blog directly 
at <http://irishfamilyhistory.
blogspot.com/>.

•	 We are now on Facebook.
•	 We have become an associate mem-

ber of the Council of Irish Genea-
logical Organizations (CIGO).

•	 Beth Mullinax has been asked to 
speak on Irish genealogy at the 
Northern Waters Genealogical 
Society in Wisconsin.

There are other opportunities for col-
laborations and cooperative projects. If 
you are aware of something – and are 
willing to work on the project – please 
talk with me or send me an email at 
president@IrishGenealogical.org.  

Dues Increase Coming
An item that all members should at-
tend to is the news that we will increase 
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IGSI News 

Behind the Scenes at IGSI 

The start of a new year brought 
changes to the IGSI Board. In 

December, we bade farewell to five Board 
members: Linda Miller, who served well 
as chair/president for a number of years; 
Diane Lovrencevic, the vice-chair of the 
Board; Kevina Munnich, secretary for 
the past few years; Elizabeth Beckers, 
and Beth Mullinax. We particularly 
thank Linda, Diane, and Kevina for 
their multi-year service as officers and 
their dedication to the work of the 
Society. While staying on the Board, 
Bob Zimmerman stepped down from 
the office of Treasurer, a position he 
held for a number of terms.

We will not lose the expertise of these 
wonderful people. While Linda steps 
down from the Board, she will continue 
to run the Bookstore. Diane will con-
tinue as chair of the Website commit-
tee, graphics editor of The Septs and the 
organizer of research trips, in addition 
to working on other projects. Beth Mul-
linax will continue as the Librarian for 
IGSI. Kevina Munnich and Elizabeth 
Beckers, who have been instrumental to 
outreach efforts in the past years, will 
continue their support of IGSI.

Three Board members will continue to 
serve on the Board: Ann Eccles is the 
new chair/president; Bob Zimmerman 
and Tom Rice will be directors on the 
board. New to the Board are Michael 
Flynn, the new IGSI Treasurer, Kay 
Swanson, who also serves as Member-
ship chair, and Mary Wickersham, who 
works with special projects, also will 
join the Board. See photos of the new 
Board on page 57.

our dues on April 1 – not an April Fool’s 
joke. The details of this decision can be 
found in an article on page 58. It’s not a 
decision the Board made lightly. But to 
keep the level of quality in our publica-
tions and website in the midst of falling 
membership and rising postal rates, the 
decision was made. Members who wish 
to keep their membership price at the 
current rate can switch to Electronic 
membership and forego a printed copy 
of The Septs for a downloaded copy.

Monthly Classes and Quarterly 
Events
Sheila Northrop’s success in creating, 
recruiting and providing monthly class-
es on Irish Saturdays in 2010 has been 
phenomenal! The opportunities have 
allowed members to learn more about 
Irish genealogy resources and tools, 
plan for research trips, and even to learn 
about Irish holiday traditions. And she 
has a new schedule of classes planned 
for 2011. Check out the information for 
the first few classes on page 62.

In the past, we scheduled four quar-
terly meetings and programs each year. 
In 2010, the Board reviewed quarterly 
meeting and program activities over the 
past three years.  During that time, the 
attendance at the February Quarterly 
has been extremely low, equal to that of 
an average class attendance. So, in this 
year of change, we offer the opportu-
nity for those 10-15 dedicated souls to 
stay warm at home. There will be NO 
Quarterly Meeting in February.

We will continue to have meetings and 
programs for the greater element of the 
Minnesota IGSI membership. We just 
won’t do it in February this year.
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We talk about the signposts along 
the road of life as well as the 

signposts that point us in the correct 
direction when we travel. I can visualize 
the Irish signposts with arrows pointing 
in four or five different directions, each 
to a different town or point of interest. 
Family history research can be a bit 
like that Irish signpost. It may point in 
one direction to find vital records for 
an ancestor but in another direction to 
research church records. It may indicate 
another path to collect death-related 
records and reports. Sometimes the path 
is simply to a website; other times it is to a 
personal visit to a repository or a church.  
It may be a path to records on microfilm 
or card indexes. With luck, the road 
taken leads to the desired destination.

Newspapers are one of those directional 
signs, a road to be taken when looking 
for more information on family and 
ancestors. Newspapers may seem 
a meandering lane to a piece of 
information, but they are no more time-
consuming than reading through a roll of 
microfilmed church records looking for 
one family name. Turning the corner, so 
to speak, and happening on the sought 
after information is so satisfying.

Through newspaper articles
•	 I’ve learned the color of the dress 

(yellow) that my grandmother wore 
on her wedding day;

•	 I’ve learned all of the parishes in 
which great-uncle Fr. Michael 
worked;

•	 I’ve learned the details of two 
different accidents which caused 
the deaths of two ancestors; and

•	 Through a list of siblings, I’ve 
linked one ancestor to the family.

There’s an old riddle, “What’s black and 
white and red all over?” The answer, of 
course, is a newspaper. Or perhaps this 
time, it’s The Septs’ January 2011 issue.

The information in this issue is 
amazing! Four wonderful theme-
related articles provide information 
on historical and contemporary 
newspapers in Ireland, the U.S., and 
Canada. They discuss the history of 
newspapers in Ireland and identify the 
changing contents of newspapers in 
different time periods. There are lists 
of finding guides for newspapers and 
of indexes and abstracts to newspapers. 
IGSI members share their experiences 
in using newspapers in their research. 
While some sources of newspapers may 
be mentioned in more than one article, 
there are many sources unique to each 
article. Don’t skip any of them.

We welcome four genealogists who 
are writing for The Septs for the first 
time. Gary Toms, a genealogy assistant 
at the Midwest Genealogy Center 
in Independence, Missouri, provides 
an overview of using newspapers for 
family research. Brian Hutchison, the 
chairman and president of GEN-FIND 
Research Associates in Canada, offers 
an overview and history of newspapers 
in Ireland, with many suggestions of 
resources. Dr. Perry McIntyre, from 
Australia, has updated an article on Irish 
newspapers previously published in The 
Irish at Home and Abroad a dozen years 
ago. Much of what was written then 
continues to be relevant today. Alison 
Emery, an IGSI member from a family 
of journalism historians; shares her love 
of small town papers with us.

Laura Hanowski also provides an 
updated article on historical Canadian 
newspapers that appeared in The Irish at 
Home and Abroad. While the emphasis 
is on Canadian sources, some of the 
strategies for research are applicable 
to any newspaper. IGSI members 
Kathy Lund and Kathleen Strickland 
reveal successful newspaper research 
techniques in their articles.

Judith Eccles Wight describes various 
resources to use when searching for 
ancestors in County Derry. Jay Fonkert 
illustrates the issues of conflicting ages 
in official records. Dwight Radford 
explains the basics of census substitutes 
and how to create one for our own use. 
Mary Wickersham shares some of her 
favorite newspaper websites. She and 
her sister Sheila Northrop are regular 
contributors to The Septs as they 
cull items from historical newspaper 
100 years and older. We also have a 
piece wherein IGSI members who 
researched in Ireland share some of 
their experiences.

Enjoy and explore.

_________________________________________________________________  Editor’s Letter

Signposts for Research 
by Ann Eccles

Ann Eccles delved into genealogy after 
she retired. Finding almost every branch 
leading back 
to Ireland, she 
continues to 
explore her many 
Irish lines. Ann 
serves as president 
of the Board of 
Directors, assists 
in the library and 
with other tasks. 
She has been a 
member of IGSI since 2003.
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Finding Newspaper Sources 
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Newspapers have long been 
considered a passing medium 

of information, a throwaway item. 
Although generally viewed as only 
having current use or value, readers 
often saved a few specific issues or 
clipped items either because of perceived 
historical significance or personal 
interest. Complete runs preserved by 
libraries and archives can be invaluable 
in our research. The information they 
contain is of such value that it outweighs 
the challenges of finding the appropriate 
repository or online  site  and searching 
out the relevant article(s).
 
What can you expect to find in 
newspapers?
The content of interest to researchers 
runs the gamut from the reporting 
of significant or notable life events to 
local coverage, which can help place an 
ancestor or family in context historically. 
There is much to be found that in 
reading the same newspaper issues 
which informed and entertained your 
ancestors and their families. Among the 
items to be found are

•	 Birth, death and funeral notices
•	 Obituaries
•	 Announcements of other life events 

(graduations, engagements, etc.) 
•	 Social news
•	 Old Settlers articles/lists
•	 Activities of clubs and 

organizations
•	 Legal notices, such as those from 

court cases
•	 Lists (unclaimed letters, delinquent 

taxes, county fair premiums, etc.)
•	 Advertisements and business 

notices

•	 Major local events, such as fires 
and floods, or a new courthouse

•	 The weather, crop prices, etc. 
 
How does this help you? 
The value and use of birth, marriage 
and death notices is obvious, since these 
are facts we search for as framework 
for the family history. Some items 
reported before mandatory vital records 
reporting could be the only surviving 
record of such an event. Obituaries, 
a closely related item, may contain 
all three of these facts for a specific 
individual, but are subject to errors. 
Such articles can also provide some 
details of a person’s life which may not 
have been found through other research, 
such as the year or circumstances of 
immigration, specifics of occupation 
or business, religious affiliation, or 
membership in a particular fraternal or 
civic organization. 
 
Old settlers’ lists or articles about 
reunions can provide important clues 
to points of origin or arrival dates in 
the local area. These were especially 
prevalent in the late 19th century and 
continue as late as the 1930s in some 
localities. Many such articles were 
saved in scrapbooks. The old settlers’ 
articles are often selected for reprint 
in genealogical quarterlies. Articles 
about family reunions have value since 
they often include a brief history of the 
family, or names and places of residence 
of family members.
 
Information about the weather, local 
crop and livestock prices, and the like 
improve your understanding of the local 
environmental and economic conditions 
experienced by an ancestor. Local news 
items can provide details about their 

lives, relationships and residences of 
various family members — valuable 
clues for further research, particularly 
for members of a family who have moved 
away. Consider some examples: 
 

A. S. Van Valkenberg of Kansas 
City, Mo., formerly of Pecatonia, 
returned to Kansas City, taking his 
invalid father who for several months 
has been with his sister, Mrs. John 
Merrill. 
From The Pecatonia News (Illinois), 
19 June 1886

Mrs. Jane Rice has returned from 
Des Moines, Iowa, where she was 
for six weeks with her son, Mr. Joe 
Murray, who was dangerously hurt at 
the brick plant where he had worked 
for the past fifteen years. Mr. Murray 
died August 31. 
From “Ash Grove Notes and News,” 
The Western Messenger (Kansas City, 
MO), 20 Sept. 1918

 
Birth and death notices, obituaries, 
and local news items may account for a 
child who was born and died between 
census enumerations. Other than 
school records or a family Bible entry, 
this may be the only time the child is 
ever mentioned or recorded. County 
weekly newspapers are particularly 
good sources for each of these types 
of items.
 
Much useful information is buried in 
advertisements and legal notices. There 
you may find details of a business 
owned or operated by a family member, 
such as the announcement of a new 
business or a move, or the dissolution of 

Newspaper Research: 
Finding the Sources, Finding the Facts
by  Gary R. Toms
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How can you find this material?
There are basically three media in which 
to access newspaper content: microfilm, 
published extracts/articles, or digital 
copies and databases online. You may 
be able to access original newspapers in 
archival collections if those have not yet 
been microfilmed or digitized. Historical 
societies and archives collect newspapers 
as a resource for local historical research. 
Repositories have microfilmed many 
for preservation and often make the 
films available through interlibrary 
loan. Extracts or transcriptions of much 
of this data can be found published in 
books and articles. A surge in such 
publishing in recent decades has yielded 
a generous amount of resource material. 
In recent years, digitized copies of 
content, databases, and online indices 
are among the benefits that the Internet 
brings to research in newspapers. 
 
The best way to locate published 
extracts is through library catalog 
searches focused on the locality of 
interest. Conduct a subject search for the 
locality and scan the results for books of 
newspaper extracts or obituaries. In the 
Family History Library catalog, search 
by place and look for newspapers as a 
subject category. Bear in mind that 
books of extracts may be classified 
in the category which best describes 
the majority of the content, i.e., vital 
records for books of birth, death, and 
marriage notices.
 
If catalog searches of your local library 
or genealogical library of choice are 
unsuccessful, try the catalog of the state 
library or state historical society for the 
state where the family lived. Better yet, 
explore WorldCat <www.worldcat.org>. 

______________________________________________________  Finding Newspaper Sources
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a partnership, and other matters which 
may illuminate family situations. 

RANAWAY
From the subscriber, on the first of 
September last, Cornelius Young, 
Jr., without my knowledge or 
consent. This is to forbid all persons 
from harboring or trusting him on 
my account, as I shall pay no debts 
of his contracting, whoever will 
return him to the subscriber shall be 
liberally rewarded, and all necessary 
charges paid.
Cornelius Young
Allen [Michigan], July 14, 1846
From Hillsdale Whig Standard (MI), 
21 July 1846

Notices regarding debts, estates, and 
lawsuits filed make up the legal notice 
section, usually found alongside the 
classified advertising. These items are 
helpful as indicators of other records 
to seek in courthouse research, which 
may have been overlooked previously. 
In the absence of the original records, 
such as in a burned county, such 
notices take on increased value for the 
details contained. Consider Wayne 
County, Illinois. The U.S. Newspaper 
Project lists 29 newspapers available 
for Wayne County. Of those, fully 
twenty have issues available which 
predate a disastrous courthouse fire in 
November 1886. That fire destroyed 
all records for the county from its 
creation in 1819 through the date of 
the fire. Information contained in 
legal notices and other departments in 
those surviving newspapers may be the 
only record of many events for families 
residing in that area up to 1886.

This massive database provides a single, 
consolidated search of over 1.5 billion 
items in the catalogs of over 10,000 
libraries. Here, too, search by subject, 
using the locality as your subject. 
Refine or filter the results as needed 
with keywords, as suggested above.
 
If the subject search approach 
overwhelms you with too many results, 
try a keyword search. Try combinations 
such as “Oakland County Michigan 
newspaper,” then change it to plural; 
do the same two steps with “obituary” 
substituted for “newspaper,” if that is 
the primary objective of your search.
 
Some published extracts may be 
more difficult to locate, but are worth 
seeking in the catalogs. This is true of 
those which are focused by group or 
some factor other than locality. Such 
items as The Search For Missing Friends: 
Irish Immigrant Advertisements Placed 
in the Boston Pilot and Genealogical 
Data Relating to the German Settlers of 
Pennsylvania and Adjacent Territory: 
From Advertisements in German 
Newspapers Published in Philadelphia 
and Germantown, 1743–1800 are 
examples of those which have been 
compiled regarding specific groups. A 
subject focus produces titles such as 
Newspaper Accounts of the Civil War on 
the Western Frontier: Extracted from the 
New Era of Fort Smith, Arkansas by Fran 
Alverson Warren. Others consist of 
content gathered from denominational 
newspapers which were regional 
or national in circulation: Southern 
Baptist Messenger, 1852–1862 (a Georgia 
Primitive Baptist newspaper): Marriages 
and Obituaries and Marriage and Death 
Notices from the South Western Baptist 
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Finding Newspaper Sources 

Newspaper. More general keyword 
searches for “newspaper extracts,” 
“obituaries published,” or “death notices 
from,” may disclose these if you do not 
know a specific title. Published or online 
bibliographies can help identify a title to 
focus your search.
 
Continue one step further beyond the 
catalogs and books. Some material 
from newspapers serves as the basis for 
articles in genealogical and historical 
periodicals. To locate such articles, use 
PERSI, the Periodical Source Index. 
Print editions and CDRom versions 
of some earlier versions are available 
in many libraries. An older version is 
included in Ancestry.com (the home/
personal edition), but is not part of 
Ancestry Library Edition. The most 
up-to-date version of this powerful 
database tool is accessible online as part 
of the Heritage Quest site. Heritage 
Quest can be accessed through many 
public library sites; check your local 
library. PERSI as part of Heritage 
Quest can also be found on computers 
at the Family History Library and some 
Family History Centers. 
 
In PERSI, choose “Place” search, enter 
the desired locality, and then choose 
“Other Items (misc.)” as the record 
type; this is the category in which most 
newspaper-based articles are indexed 
in PERSI. Conduct the same search 
again with other item types which may 
be based on newspaper content, such 
as “Obituaries” and “Vital Records.” I 
have found newspaper-related content 
in all three. A recent search for Ogle 
County, Illinois, material with this 
approach yielded 23 articles. You may 
also search by leaving the item type 
blank and inserting “newspaper” or 

“obituary” in the keyword field, but 
this is more restrictive and less likely to 
yield results.
 
Once you locate an article citation in 
PERSI, check for the publication in 
the holdings of your local library and 
the Family History Library. If it is not 
available from either, you can request 
copies from the Allen County-Ft. 
Wayne Public Library, as explained 
on the site, or from the publisher 
or another library which holds the 
desired title.
 
Accessing the material 
Although published extracts in book 
form or periodical articles are convenient 
and easy to use, bear in mind that they 
are usually extracts, not the complete 
article. Keep in mind, also, that each 
time an item is copied/transcribed/
indexed, the opportunity arises for the 
introduction of error. You may still want 
to view the original article on microfilm 
for details which may not have been 
included in the extract or to be certain 
there are no copying errors. 

If nothing is found in book form or 
articles for the locality or time period 
you seek, you will want to check the 
online resources. Here, as in so many 
other areas, the Internet has had great 
impact. The Internet makes it easier 
to find

•	 Home pages of current 
newspapers

•	 Scanned copies of actual 
newspapers or articles 

•	 Indexing of some content
•	 Obituary archives
•	 Bibliographic listings of collections
•	 Library hours and locations

 
Numerous resources are available, 
including tutorials, bibliographies, 
indices, and databases or web pages 
with newspaper content. These usually 
include full, digitized copies of lengthy 
runs of newspapers, with extensive 
indexing. There are sites for individual 
titles, but there are also sites which 
contain digitized images from many 
newspapers. Underscoring the value of 
newspapers as a resource is the fact that 
most of the major, fee-based genealogical 
database sites include a newspaper 
component. As one example, Access 
Newspaper Archive, “contains tens of 
millions of searchable pages from over 
400 cities and towns from hundreds 
of newspapers dating back as far as the 
1700s. The collection includes coverage 
from the U.S., Canada, and the U.K.”
 
The links cited in this article illustrate 
what is available, but which change and 
increase constantly with improvements, 
expansion of existing databases, and the 
creation of new websites. ICON, the 
International Coalition on Newspapers, 
maintains a website which has a rich 
selection of links <http://icon.crl.
edu/digitization.htm>. This page 
highlights and links to past, present, 
and prospective digitization projects of 
historic newspapers. Four international 
collections are listed, and the site 
provides direct links to the archival 
collections from many nations. In the 
United States section, many links are 
provided to state newspaper projects, 
as well as direct links to various digital 
newspaper files and projects.

For Irish newspapers, the Irish 
Newspaper Archive <http://www.
irishnewsarchive.com/> stands out as 
the world’s largest online database of 
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Irish Newspapers. It is free to search, but 
charges a fee to view results. The Irish 
Times Digital Archive contains articles 
from 1859 to present; it is also free to 
search with a fee to view the articles. 
NewspaperArchive.com (fee) offers the 
Public Register or Freemans Journal (select 
dates only). In WorldVitalRecords.com 
(fee), researchers can access the Irish 
Canadian (Toronto, Ontario), the Irish 
Times and the Dublin Journal (Dublin, 
County Dublin, Ireland).
 
The increasing amount of pages being 
digitized each week, both historical 
and current, makes it much easier to 
find and access a great deal of material 
pertinent to newspaper research. Two 
major, national newspaper projects 
which are now online can be of major 
assistance in your research. The older of 
the two, The United States Newspaper 
Program, started in 1982. With Federal 
funding, program participants set 
out to locate, catalog and preserve on 
microfilm newspapers published in the 
United States from the 18th century 
to the present. Effort also focused on 
identifying existing finding aids, such 
as card indices compiled at libraries and 
historical societies. 
 
The project structure provides for a 
single, coordinating agency in each 
state; this is usually the repository with 
the largest newspaper collection in the 
state. At the website for the United 
States Newspaper Program <www.neh.
gov/projects/usnp.html>, you will find 
links for many state projects and nine 
national collections, most with websites. 
Generally, you will find catalogs or 
bibliographic listings of newspapers 
published in the state, and information 
as to where holdings of those titles are 

to be found. Other sites and links offer 
bibliographies or other finding aids. Use 
the United States Newspaper Program 
site and its links to identify microfilmed 
newspapers and determine where those 
may be available for interlibrary loan.
 
The successor to the United States 
Newspaper Program is the National 
Digital Newspaper Program < http://
www.neh.gov/projects/ndnp.html> 
possibly the largest single public 
resource for digital newspaper resources. 
It began as a federally-funded program 
in 2004. Working to create an online 
digital archive of historically significant 
U.S. newspapers, it also makes available 
bibliographic records and holdings 
information. The program currently 
provides access to more than one million 
newspaper pages from 23 states and 
the District of Columbia, published 
from 1860 to 1922, selected by libraries 
to represent their state’s history in the 
national collection. Chronicling America 
<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/> 
provides free, centralized access many of 
the resulting digital files. 
 
Check the website of the state library, 
archives, or historical society for the 
locality of interest in your research, if 
you have not already been routed to 
their site by one of the programs listed 
above. Such sites can provide useful 
information about what is available, and 
its status. The Maryland State Archives 
website, for example, reports that over 
300 newspaper titles totaling over two 
million pages of newspapers in their 
collection have been microfilmed. As 
an example of a state-level site which 
you can find via the U.S. Newspaper 
Program site, consider the State 

Historical Society of Missouri <http://
shs.umsystem.edu/newspaper/>.
 
At this site you can find much helpful 
information, including:

•	 Missouri Newspaper Index 
Database

•	 Link to St. Louis obituary index
•	 Complete listing of every newspaper 

on microfilm at the state historical 
society, over 41 million pages

•	 Online catalog, an alternative to 
the above, which includes those not 
yet microfilmed or digitized

•	 Information on interlibrary loan
•	 General guide to “Using 

Newspapers for Genealogical and 
Biographical Research,” as well as 
seven additional guides for specific 
types of newspapers

•	 Newspaper research request form
•	 Link to the newspaper section of 

the Missouri Digital Heritage site 
<http://www.sos.mo.gov/mdh/
browse.asp?id=22> featuring 
thirteen newspapers from various 
parts of the state, with issues as 
early as 1835 and as recent as 1975. 

 
Individual, locality-based sites can 
also be found. One example, <http://
w w w.f u lton histor y.com/Fu lton.
html>, offers “Over 13,501,000 Old 
New York State Historical Newspaper 
Pages.” Cyndi’s List <www.cyndislist.
com> provides a generous selection 
of links, which may be the best way 
to locate some of the more scattered 
or obscure sites. As of this writing, 
the newspapers category on Cyndi’s 
List has 841 links, with another 595 
available in the obituaries category. 
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Do not overlook the USGenWeb.org 
site for the county or state. Such sites 
often contain information on current 
newspapers in a locality, and may offer 
extracts, indices, or a bibliography of 
known newspapers for the county, with 
dates of publication. The Bay County, 
Michigan, site provides a detailed list 
of newspapers published in that county 
from 1857 to the present, with dates of 
coverage and other notes. The Hillsdale 
County, Michigan, and Alexander 
County, Illinois, sites contain extensive 
extracts from early newspapers in their 
respective areas. The Alexander site 
also has a detailed history of newspaper 
publishing in the county up to 1881 and 
an obituary index for one newspaper 
compiled by Darrel Dexter, which covers 
1858 through 1939. These examples show 
the range of newspaper-related material 
available on USGenWeb sites. 

In the private sector, more riches await. 
Powered by researchers’ interests 
and the need to fill gaps in certain 
content areas, a number of commercial 
newspaper database products have 
developed. NewsBank, Inc. maintains 
the largest digital archive of early 
American newspapers and other printed 
materials. It has its origins in a clipping 
service but now focuses primarily on 
converting other formats to digital 
files. With some content dating as 
far back as the 1600s, the service adds 
approximately 1.2 million articles each 
month. Another similar database is 
Access Newspaper Archive, which is 
available through WorldVitalRecords.
com and as a separate database at many 
libraries. Among the current offering 
of over 5,500 newspaper titles are 49 
from Ireland with dates ranging from 
1710 to 1920. A personal favorite of the 

author, 19th Century U.S. Newspapers, 
is a smaller database. It offers 1.7 
million newspaper pages from 500 
newspapers representing a cross-section 
of the nation’s newspapers. Other 
fee-based databases available include 
Black Newspapers (part of ProQuest 
Newspaper Premier), and ProQuest 
Historical Newspapers.
 
Ancestry.com, both in the form for home 
use and in Ancestry Library Edition, 
includes newspaper content and a major 
obituary collection. Don’t overlook 
this content in your search results. 
Be aware that the newspaper content 
differs between the home edition and 
Ancestry Library Edition. Other large, 
genealogical database sites include 
newspapers as a component. Footnote.
com includes the SmallTownPapers 
Archive in its content, and 
WorldVitalRecords.com incorporates 
a search of Access Newspaper Archive, 
as described above. Paper of Record, 
with over 21 million pages, is accessible 
through both WorldVitalRecords.
com and Google News Archive search. 
Google News Archive search offers 
millions of newspaper articles from 1880 
to the present, drawing upon both free 
and fee-based resources to provide the 
widest range of results possible.
 
In each newspaper database, whether 
freestanding or as part of another 
database, you will need to explore and 
experiment to learn how to construct 
your search for best results. Some will 
take the searcher directly to a close-up of 
the article matching the criteria; others 
will go only to the page and a second 
search must be entered to determine the 
location of the information on the page. 

Some searches allow use of Boolean 
searching to refine the results, but most 
do not. Read any guidelines or tips 
offered, for best results.
 
Obituary Searches
Obituaries rank near the top of the list of 
the uses of newspapers by genealogists. 
If the individual you seek is not in one of 
the larger online databases mentioned 
previously, then you must take another 
approach to find the obituary.

(1) 	 First, determine the date and 
place for the event. Use cemetery 
transcriptions, local histories, 
lodge accounts, etc.

(2) 	 For problems with a place name, 
check atlases, gazetteers, postal 
directories or maps. Online sources 
can help with this step; the USGS 
Place Name Server is a good site.  
<http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/
gnispublic/f?p=127:1:218300099745
6766>

(3)	 Finally, identify the newspaper 
needed and the repository which 
has a copy. The United States 
Newspaper Project site, previously 
mentioned, is a major resource for 
this. Other helpful links may be 
found through Cyndi’s List <www.
cyndislist.com/newspapr.htm>. 
Published bibliographies can be 
consulted at many libraries. Once 
you pinpoint the newspaper and its 
whereabouts, if it is on microfilm, 
discuss access via interlibrary loan 
with your local librarian. If the 
item cannot be borrowed or has not 
been preserved on microfilm and no 
online version is available, then the 
remaining options are to write to the 
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index of obituaries. Obituary 
Depot, the obituary collections at 
GenealogyBuff.com, and other sites 
provide either indexing or full text 
obituaries, or compiled links to other 
sites with such content. Gateway sites 
such as Obituarieshelp.org and the 
Obituaries section of Cyndi’s List can 
lead researchers to a variety of sites 
as well as provide useful articles on 
search techniques.
 
Broaden Your Search
No luck with newspaper searches 
focused on the immediate vicinity? 
Broaden your search to the next 
level for material has been compiled 
on a regional or a state-wide basis. 
For example, Southwest Missouri 
Newspaper Abstracts by Ruth E. 
Browning and Genealogical Data from 
Southwest Missouri Newspapers, 1860–
1870 by the late Marsha Hoffman 
Rising provide valuable content 
from that locality, selected from 
newspapers from various towns and 
counties, transcribed and indexed. 
In the case of religious denomination 
newspapers, some compilations are 
regional and others are national in 
scope. Also be alert to newspapers 
published for/by certain nationalities 
or ethnic groups, if it applies in your 
research. Geographic coverage in 
these often takes in a wider area than 
just the city or county in which the 
title is published. Search for these 
with keyword searches. 
 
Special Challenge in Using 
Microfilmed Newspapers
When you find a newspaper you 
want to consult for research, what 
is missing? There is no index, a 
major lack since this is the feature 

repository with a specific research 
request, travel there to search it 
yourself, or hire a local researcher to 
search it on your behalf. 

Growing collections of resources for 
obituary sources are online. Obituary 
files and obituary indices are readily 
available at both free and fee-based 
sites. Obituary indices or extracts are 
available on some county sites through 
USGenWeb, as previously discussed. 
A number of free, online obituary 
indices with a special focus are available, 
such as Ireland Old News <www.
irelandoldnews.com/obits/>, which lists 
obituaries of individuals born in Ireland 
from almost 55,000 obituaries and 
death notices gleaned from newspapers 
across the United States, Canada and 
Ireland. Similar specialty indices exist 
for Germans from Russia, Quakers, 
Mennonites, and others. 

Among the fee-based sites, Obituary 
Registry and America’s Obituaries 
and Death Notices (part of America’s 
Genealogy Bank) are particularly good. 
The United States Obituary Collection, 
found in the Birth, Marriage and Death 
category of both Ancestry.com and 
Ancestry Library Edition, is also quite 
extensive. ObitsArchive.com (part of 
NewsBank) is another of notable size 
among the fee-based sites. Legacy.com is 
something of a hybrid, being a site where 
searches are free and the results include a 
mix of free and fee-based results. Check 
to determine whether your local library 
provides access to any of these sites. 

There are many free obituary sites, as 
well. Obituary Daily Times, hosted 
on RootsWeb, is a volunteer project 
of long standing, providing a detailed 

researchers rely upon heavily when using 
printed resources. Without the guidance 
of a previously located, published extract 
or the search capability of an online 
database, the researcher is often stymied. 
If you are seeking coverage of a specific 
event and have a date, that at least narrows 
the search. Some large newspapers have a 
simple contents list, a form of index to tell 
the page number(s) for regular features 
and departments. This directs the reader 
to a certain page or pages for particular 
types of material. For the rest of the 
content, and for newspapers lacking this 
feature (most), use of an orderly method 
to read the newspaper in research mode 
can partially make up for this lack. 
 
How to Read a Newspaper for 
Genealogy
Consider how to read newspaper for 
genealogy. 

•	 Look first for contents lists, usually 
found on the front page

•	 Learn the layout
•	 Observe the position of regular 

features; editors take shortcuts and 
often place regular items in roughly 
the same order or on the same page 
in each issue

•	 Learn the frequency and titling of 
regular items, so you know when to 
expect them and how the item looks.

Scan several issues with these items in 
mind to familiarize yourself with how 
well this method works for the particular 
newspaper you are searching.
 
Once you have practiced this method, 
scan each issue, paying special attention 
to where you expect certain things to 
be. Also, read with a fresh viewpoint 



 	 The Septs - Volume 32, Number 1 •  Canàir ( January)  2011

Finding Newspaper Sources 

Page 12

to glean every kernel of information of 
value to your research. Keep in mind 
the objective of your search. Consider 
what each item of interest tells you 
in light of that objective. Glean 
all pertinent facts from local news 
columns, obituaries, etc.
 
Adventure Awaits
You have found a newspaper of interest 
in digital files online, or ordered a 
microfilm, or are preparing to travel to 
a repository to search original, paper 
copies. Bear in mind that these may 
or may not be indexed. Either way, an 
adventure awaits you. Remember how to 
read a newspaper for genealogy. Search 
thoroughly; glean every bit of pertinent 
information. You will gain a feel for 
the circumstances surrounding your 
ancestor’s daily life in that locale, and 
will have an enjoyable time doing so. Be 
persistent, be thorough, and be hopeful. 
Good material is out there, and you are 
likely to find something of use in your 
genealogy. Keep your eyes open, and 
read the news. You may not find exactly 
what you are looking for, but you could 
happen onto something far better.
 
Useful links
Chronicling America 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

Cyndi’s List  
http://www.cyndislist.com

Family History Library catalog 
http://www.familysearch.org/eng/
Library/FHLC/frameset_fhlc.asp

ICON, the International Coalition on 
Newspapers
 http://icon.crl.edu/digitization.htm

Ireland Old News 	
http://www. irelandoldnews.com/obits/  

Legacy.com	
http://www.legacy.com/NS/

Obituarieshelp.org 	
http://www.obituarieshelp.org/

Obituary Daily Times	
h t t p ://w w w. r o o t s we b. a n c e s t r y.
com/~obituary/

The Obituary Depot	
http://www.daddezio.com/obituary/

Irish Newspaper Archives
http://www.irishnewsarchive.com/

National Digital Newspaper Program
http://www.neh.gov/projects/ndnp.
html

PERSI (Periodical Source Index) 
on Heritage Quest: http://www.
heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/
library/do/index or via your public 
library site
PERSI (an older version) is available 
through Ancestry.com

Information articles and guides about 
using PERSI:
http://www.ancestry.com/search/
rectype/periodicals/persi/about.aspx
http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/
articles/persi.shtml
ht t p://ge ne a lo g y. a b out . com/c s/
publications/p/persi.htm

Rootsweb  
http://www.rootsweb.org

U.S. GenWeb  
http://www.usgenweb.org

USGS (United States Geologic Survey) 
Geographic Names Information 
System   http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/
gnispublic/f?p=127:1:2183000997456766

U.S. Newspaper Program
http://www.neh.gov/projects/usnp.
html 

WorldCat
http://www.worldcat.org/

Some Obituary Sites
Genealogybuff.com 	
ht t p://w w w.ge ne a log ybu f f . com/
obituary_collections.htm

After completing a B.A. in History 
from University of Missouri – Kansas 
City, Gary R. Toms worked in the 
museum/historic 
preservation field 
for 25 years, before 
coming to the 
field of genealogy. 
Currently, he 
is a Genealogy 
R e f e r e n c e 
Assistant at 
the Midwest 
Genealogy Center 
in Independence, Missouri. He has 
conducted personal research projects, held 
diverse offices in local, state, national, 
international, and lineage societies and 
presented programs to audiences in 11 
states. He has edited or co-edited four 
genealogical periodicals, and has written 
material for publication in periodicals and 
in book form.
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Researching Irish Newspapers for Answers
by Brian W. Hutchison

Often, huge amounts of our genea-
logical research, particularly re-

search into Irish ancestry, lead us to 
sources which simply indicate that our 
ancestor came “ from Ireland,” with no 
specific county or parish or townland. 
Irish researchers know how frustrating 
such results can be, frustrating because 
Irish research is very short on a contigu-
ous line of any record source over sev-
eral centuries. Short of wills and estate 
records, most other genealogical records 
have survived only in part or not at all; 
those that have survived often are not 
fully inclusive of the contemporary pop-
ulation; and they are often difficult to 
access or examine.

Value and Challenges of 
Newspapers	
With few comprehensive Irish parish 
registers and only a small proportion 
of recorded wills for the population, 
newspapers are old and long-standing 
Irish genealogical sources and hold 
an important link to ancestry for 
genealogists. It is important to 
remember that newspapers change 
their names or their base of publication 
or even stop printing for extended 
periods. Newspapers do not archive 
well; newsprint ages and paper quality, 
always poor, decays quickly. Further, the 
collections are all over the place making 
their access difficult. However, there are 
resources to assist you in locating the 
details you seek. Yet due to the endemic 
imprecision of genealogical information 
it is almost always necessary to search 
a wide range of dates in these source 
records, making their use extremely 
time-consuming at best.
 

Ireland was slow in developing its 
newspaper industry. The earliest 
known Irish newspaper was published 
in 1649 though its production was only 
on occasion during the 17th century. 
Newspapers became more widespread 
and informative in the mid-1700s but 
included very little local news or other 
news of genealogical value, certainly 
in terms of births-marriages-deaths. 
Extensive collections of newspapers 
cover much of Ireland, primarily from 
the 1750s. Their availability is often 
difficult to trace, however, and many 
newspaper issues no longer exist at all, 
particularly from the 18th century. 

Despite the impressive array of 
information to be found in these source 
collections, it is important to realize that 
these records represent only a modest 
subset of the total Irish population, 
which is sadly characteristic of most of 
the surviving Irish record collections. 
Social strata within Ireland were often 
treated differently; some were seldom 
accounted for at all. 

Therefore, the vast majority of citizens 
documented in these printed sources 
had reasons to make public statements 
about their lives; generally, these were 
Irish men and women who owned 
property or who had social position. 
Simply stated, they were Irish subjects 
of the middle and upper classes: the 
nobility; the merchant, clergy, and 
professional classes; and the agricultural 
gentry. Unless in accounts of crime or 
great distinction, seldom does one find 
information concerning anyone at or 
below the middle-class agricultural 
farmer level, which accounted for 
the vast majority of the population. 

Newspapers are particularly useful for 
locating the Catholic middle classes 
as they came into evidence after the 
relaxation of the Penal Laws11 in the 
1770s; they are one of the best sources 
extant for tracing the many craftsmen 
of Ireland by way of vital statistical 
entries and advertisements.

Newspapers provide historical and 
social context for your ancestors’ lives, 
an important element to understanding 
your predecessors and writing their 
stories. How did a community respond 
to a local, provincial or national event? 
The society news often reported who 
visited, who travelled, and who was 
sick and often published news that 
occurred in towns forty or more miles 
away, across local, county and state/
provincial lines.

Brief History of Irish Newspaper 
Publishing
The emergence of Irish newspapers 
and periodicals, as with those of 
their British counterparts, in general, 
resulted from two needs, both of which 
induced the ongoing commercial 
interests for profits:
1) 	 The need for news of current or 

recent affairs by 

a) 	 gentlemen in the country 
areas, such as Members of 
Parliament back in their 
constituencies who wanted to 
know what the government 
(both Church and Crown) was 
doing in Dublin that might 
affect the way of life for their 
families, servants and tenants; 
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b) 	 merchants and other traders 
who wanted to know market 
prices for corn, potatoes and 
other commodities possibly 
affected by weather, internal 
traveling conditions and 
actions of foreign markets;

c) 	 merchants, with the growth 
of overseas trade from the 
mid-16th century, who wanted 
details on ports and sailing 
vessels and assurance on 
the political stability of 
potential trading partners 
in Continental Europe and 
elsewhere. 

2) A growing need for literary 
entertainment brought about by 
the decline in traveling troupes of 
performers and the growth of the 
theatrical houses, accelerated by 
the endowment of many schools 
(by merchants and gentlemen 
from the late 15th century), and 
developing literacy and education.

The earliest known Irish newspaper, 
the Irish Monthly Mercury, was 
published in Cork City in 1649 though 
it only lasted until the following year.  
Following that came the News-Letter 
out of Dublin, in 1685, which lasted 
seven months; the Dublin Intelligence, 
in 1690, which lasted until 1693; and the 
Dublin Flying Post which began in 1699 
and lasted until 1722. 

In the mid-18th century the number of 
major city and provincial newspaper 
titles and readerships increased greatly; 
during this period, they began to carry 
information of genealogical value. 

Unfortunately, the custom of publishing 
family notices of one sort or another fell 
into disuse in the first decades of the 
19th century and did not resume until 
into the 1820s. In contrast, during this 
same period, advertisements became 
less genealogically useful as family-
owned businesses started to decline and 
complex corporate business structures 
took root. The rise in publication of town 
newspapers came in the early 1800s.

Early on, newspaper publishers were 
quick to ridicule and complain about 
the ineptness of government actions. 
So, various royal and government 
proclamations curbed the press for 
much of the late 15th and early 16th 

centuries with constant reminders of the 
laws concerning seditious libel. By 1695 
in England and by 1719 in Ireland with 
their Dublin Evening Post, restrictions 
were being lifted from the reporting of 
news events. Thus, newspapers sprang 
up like mushrooms to report the daily 
social, political, technological, cultural, 
and economic events (with particular 
emphasis on the latest gossip of the late 
18th century), appearing weekly, twice 
and even thrice weekly. 

These newspapers generally sold for 1d 
(1 penny/pence) and, as there were no 
reporters as we know them of today, 
carried mostly foreign or national news. 
These newspapers openly copied each 
other’s texts, a process which was a 
double-edged sword: on one hand, the 
news remained consistent from locality 
to locality; on the other hand, there was 
no real questioning of the news, much 
of which the government of the day 
provided indirectly or circuitously.

Because of the rising popularity 
of newspapers and periodicals, 
proprietors of these publishing 
establishments realized that their 
publishing costs could be recovered 
and thus could provide even greater 
profits, not only from direct sales, but 
by also carrying paid advertisements 
within the publications. Initially, the 
advertisements were of coach and 
carriers’ timetables, for missing persons, 
on emigrating persons, or regarding 
details on arriving and sailing ships. 
This swelled to include more business-
related advertisements and accountings 
of vital statistical events. In the early 
days, most advertisements were mild 
and factual; outlandish and sensational 
claims about products and events came 
much later, with the public loving more 
and more of the latter, which sold even 
more papers.

In the 18th century, due to the 
restrictions of printing technology 
and low circulation in the early 
days, the production of newspapers 
was very limited, primarily to a few 
hundred copies. The government was 
sensitive to printed criticism. Thus, it 
was extremely common for publishers 
to be fined or even imprisoned for the 
slightest of seditious commentary. 
The criticism grew, however, and by 
the last decades of the 18th century, 
the press became venomously critical 
of the Irish administration (which, 
of course, was also the English 
administration) and its multitude of 
seemingly corrupt and inept practices. 
The government retaliated with the 
Press Acts of 1784, 1785, and 1798, 
which made the printers, publishers 
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news in Irish newspapers was copied 
among the publications and most of it 
was government and church-related, 
copied from London newspapers. 

By the late 18th century, newspapers 
carried a lot of local news and ample 
gossip, particularly during times of 
political agitation. In general, the 
main items of interest were the vital 
events (births, marriage notices, and 
deaths), details on commodity prices, 
and advertisements – all of which were 
public paid announcements. The vital 
events and the advertisements provided 
important genealogical information for 
researchers. Aside from the historical 
accounts of the day, other useful 
information included individual/group 
specific declarations by the Lord 
Lieutenant and notices of individual 
crimes and punishments. The usefulness 
of newspapers for genealogists changed 
over time to include more news and more 
genealogically relevant information.

With the close of the 18th century, 
the Irish Rebellion of 17982 and the 
economic effects of the Napoleonic 
Wars3 had a dampening effect on 
newspaper publishing, particularly in 
Ireland. After the 1840s, circulation 
figures began to increase due to a variety 
of reasons:
(a) Paper making processes and printing 

technology changed, which reduced 
the price of paper and increased the 
production capacity; the reduced 
costs made newspapers cheaper;

(b) The abolition of the stamp duty and 
taxes on advertisements in the 1850s 
reduced the price of newspaper 
production and sale;

(c) The Education Acts in the latter part 
of the century spread the use of 
the English language, improved 
literacy levels and widened 
newspaper readership; and

(d) The type of news coverage changed. 
As the profession of journalism 
developed and the modes of 
transport and communication 
improved, there became more 
locally-relevant Irish news content 
and less copy from the London 
newspapers of English news.

With diverse religious opinion and 
nationalism spreading in Ireland in the 
mid 19th century, the number of political 
and radical newspapers expressing the 
opinions of particular organizations 
increased. The Nation, published by 
the Young Irelanders4 in 1842, was the 
first nationalist newspaper to advocate 
the repeal of the Act of Union. At 
this time there was not a nationalist 
press, although many newspapers were 
sympathetic to some level of Catholic 
emancipation, and many papers gave 
extensive coverage to Daniel O’Connell 
and his emancipation movement. 
O’Connell published his own radical 
newspaper, The Pilot, which overtly 
and directly brought nationalist issues 
to the forefront of Irish life. The Irish 
administration, with the same rigor as 
in the past, reacted by suppressing the 
radical publications and imprisoning 
those involved with their publication. 

Despite this early foray, the nationalist 
press did not really develop until 
the late-1870s. The growth of the 
Nationalist Party in Westminster 
increased awareness of the national 

and owners of newspapers more liable 
for even greater prosecution.

The costs of prosecutions and defense by 
the printers and publishers, along with 
the consequences of the Acts, which 
included an increase in the stamp duty 
payable on newspapers and an increased 
tax on advertisements in the papers, 
had the effect of increasing the cost of 
newspaper production, thus making 
the sale of newspapers more expensive. 
The government knew that publishers 
were dependent upon the revenue 
generated from advertising and that 
increased costs would deter advertisers 
proving opposition newspapers to be 
financially non-viable. In spite of this 
tactic by the government, the popularity 
of newspapers grew. Several newspapers, 
such as the Volunteer Journal and the 
Dublin Evening Post, continued to publish 
critical accounts of government and 
members’ activity regardless of the fines.

During this period, the Irish government 
administration countered by bribing 
owners and publishers or by paying 
for the publication of official notices in 
newspapers under their indirect control. 
Two of the newspapers in this category 
were The Public Register or Freeman’s 
Journal under Francis Higgins and The 
Dublin Journal under John Giffard.
	 	 	 	 	
	 	
Newspaper readers of the day were 
almost exclusively the Protestant 
gentry and the literate class; they held 
ownership and influence in Ireland. 
As readership rose, newspapers came 
to be published on regular days with 
circulation spreading beyond the larger 
cities. As mentioned earlier, most of the 
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culture at a time when literacy was 
spreading among the masses; in turn, 
the newspaper became an important 
tool for both unionists and nationalists 
to spread their messages. In a few 
Irish towns and counties, newspapers 
were funded by the Nationalist Party 
to provide a balance to an existing 
newspaper, which was usually unionist 
in its outlook. Charles Stewart Parnell, 
leader of the Nationalist Party, owned 
The United Ireland which he used to 
express the views of his party. The 
Freeman’s Journal and a large section of 
the provincial press, which was growing, 
were supportive to the Nationalist 
Party cause.

As the 20th century began, newspapers 
continued to be divided over support 
for Home Rule versus Independence. 
Later newspapers divided over support 
for the Anglo-Irish Treaty. Newspapers 
were often suppressed and the offices 
attacked or burned, leaving unique 
back files destroyed. Of importance to 
the genealogist in this discussion is that 
the newspapers often carried names of 
those who committed crimes or were 
benefactors of government incarceration 
–criminal, nationalist, or otherwise.

The changing values of Ireland were 
reflected in the attitude of “out with 
the old and in with the new.” The 
first decades of the 20th century saw 
the demise of one of the oldest Irish 
newspapers, The Freeman’s Journal. The 
Irish Times and The Irish Independent 
became the major daily papers. The 
Irish Press newspaper, a popular and 
important national daily, ceased 
publication in May 1995, after 64 years 
of printing. With the changing times, 

the Irish people and government were 
refocusing their views.

Contents of Irish Newspapers
Newspapers portrayed the political, 
economic, social, technological, 
religious, ecclesiastical, and social news 
of the day, usually seasoned by the 
beliefs and viewpoints of the owners 
and the editors. Useful genealogical 
information found in Irish newspapers 
were of two principal forms: biographical 
announcements and advertisements.

From the mid 1750s, with increasing 
frequency up to the 1850s, the former 
consisted largely of announcements of 
marriage (or intentions of marriage) and 
obituary/death notices. Birth/baptism 
announcements for this period tended 
to be very sparse, often related only to 
the wealthy classes, and provided little 
genealogical information. Many items 
were culled from provincial newspapers; 
the provincial announcements in the 
Dublin papers were slightly abridged 
from their original form. Consequently, 
if the local paper exists, it is better to seek 
the notice there. The notices generally 
appeared in the Dublin newspapers 
about ten days (or ten issues for non-
dailies) after their appearance in the 
provincial newspaper.

Newspapers inserted advertisements on 
a regular basis. Of those advertisements 
holding genealogical value, some 
indicated changes in business ownership 
(e.g., from father to son or brother to 
brother) or the location of the business 
(which might be the same as the family’s 
residence), the whereabouts of account 
books (which may still exist), or how 
these businesses interacted with your 
ancestor(s). 

Paid advertisements reflected stories of 
eloping husbands and wives, abusive or 
abandoning husbands, bad debts, land 
sale notices, bankruptcies, dissolution 
of businesses, and probates of estates. 
Newspaper entries existed for most 
classes of people within Ireland except for 
the poorest farmers and landless tenants, 
though the vast majority of entries were 
for the gentry and nobility classes. 

You may find mention of ship and 
passenger arrivals; emigrants (in the 
early newspapers before the large Irish 
diasporas); naturalizations; names of 
persons who have arrived in town as 
hotel guests; lists of unclaimed mail; 
taxation lists; lists of individual moves 
and relocations; group accounts of 
those on orphan sailings/trains (e.g., to 
Canada, America or Australia); names 
of criminals, crimes and their origins; 
and much more. Further, people seeking 
missing friends and relatives often wrote 
letters to the newspapers or purchased 
classified advertisements for this 
purpose. Historical newspaper columns 
featured an event from a generation or 
more earlier, (e.g., “Forty-Five Years 
Ago This Week” which might include 
a photo of your grandmother who did 
something special or someone who died 
on that date).

Apart from community news of the day, 
newspapers and various pamphlets/
periodicals contained a wealth of 
other information: details on legal and 
court cases; military and Government 
appointments to public office; social 
news of the more or less important 
families; and reported accidents or 
unusual events. Many newspapers 
and periodical magazines ran series of 
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genealogical articles regarding county 
families and individual biographies. 
From time to time, newspapers in 
seaport cities provided details on people 
who emigrated by ship to America, 
Canada, Australia, and other countries. 

Remember, a well-placed advertisement 
in today’s Irish newspapers, as in 
historical times, may help you locate 
descendants or relatives who can assist 
you with your search of your ancestor. 	
	
Newspapers can help determine the 
dates of old photos if you locate an 
advertisement or announcement of the 
event in the picture. 

Within the collection of newspapers 
at the National Library of Ireland 
is an interesting assemblage of four-
thousand volumes from Ireland’s Chief 
Secretary’s Office. Received in 1922, 
it contains significant runs of Irish 
provincial papers which had been used 
to gather information about subversive 
and political activity around the country 
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
All of which may help you trace possible 
criminal ancestor(s).
	 	 	
Bibliographies & Indexes to Irish 
Newspaper Collections
Before consulting the hosts of 
bibliographies and indexes to Irish 
newspaper collections, be aware that 
a subscription-based database, The 
Irish Newspaper Archives, is being 
developed to digitize Ireland’s entire 
newspaper heritage. The information 
is being stored in the exact format of 
the original newspaper and is every 
word/picture searchable. The archive 
ranges from the 1700s to the present. 
Information on this archive can be 

viewed at <www.irishnewsarchive.
com>. Further, both the British 
Library catalogue and the National 
Library of Ireland’s NEWSPLAN5 

catalogue have complete lists of all 
Irish newspapers and their periods of 
coverage. For more contemporary online 
newspaper collections, consult <www.
onlinenewspapers.com/ireland.htm>.

There are many indexes to the 
biographical material in Irish 
newspapers, which helps to reduce the 
time-consuming nature of researching 
a source collection. However, like any 
index, these are open to error and missing 
entries. Few comprehensive indexes to 
Irish newspaper collections currently 
exist online or in digitized format. The 
following list of bibliographies and 
indexes, and their locations, should be 
helpful in your quest:
•  	 Green, John, compiler. The 

Index to biographical material 
in the Belfast News Letter (1737-
1800),6at the National Library 
of Ireland (NLI) and the Linen 
Hall Library (LHL).

•	 Crane, R. S. and F. B. Kaye, A Census 
of British Newspapers and Periodicals, 
1620-1800, 2nd ed., (London: Holland 
Press, 1966). This book lists the 
Irish newspaper holdings of major 
American libraries.

•	 Farrar, Henry, Irish Marriages Being 
an Index to the Marriages in Walker’s 
Hibernian Magazine, 1771 to 1812, 2 
vols., (London: Phillimore and Co., 
1897),7 at NLI and LDS Library 
(LDS), also available on CD.

•	 ffolliott, Rosemary, Card Index 
to Biographical Notices in Cork 
Newspapers (1754-1827), at the 
Library of University College at 
Cork and NLI. This index largely 
replaces the Hibernian Chronicle 
and Cork Mercantile Chronicle 
indexes noted below and created 
earlier by the Irish Genealogical 
Research Society.

•	 Index to The Freeman’s Journal (1763 
to 1771), at NLI. This contains not 
only a name index but a subject and 
date index as well. Copies of the 
original newspaper on microfilm 
exist within collections of the 
NLI and LDS from 1776 to 1793. 
Supplemental to this is an online 
compilation of births/marriages/
deaths extracted from Freeman’s 
Journal (which ran from 1763 to 
1924) covering the period July 1817 
to September 1823, titled Irish Index 
at <www.irishindex.ca>.

 •	 Card indexes to the biographical 
notices in the Hibernian Chronicle 
(1771-1802) and the Cork Mercantile 
Chronicle (1803-1818), from the Irish 
Genealogical Research Society (18 
Stratford Avenue, Rainham, Kent 
ME8 0EP, England) or online at 
<http://www.igrsoc.org/>.

•	 Manuscript Index to Births, 
Marriages and Deaths in a File of 
the Hibernian Chronicle, 1769-1775, 
at NLI and LDS.

•	 Ireland News Extracts of Irish 
Newspapers, an ongoing project 
covering newspapers dating as 
early as the late 18th century, 
is available online at <http://
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www.newspaperabstracts.com/
Ireland/index.html>. While 
not extensive, this source is an 
important extraction.

•	 Index to the Irish Independent 
Newspaper Obituaries (May 2001 
- June 2002) is available online at 
Ancestry <http://search.ancestry.
com/search/db.aspx?dbid=6097>.

•	 Biographical notices, including 
index, from the Kerry Evening 
Post (1828 to 1864) are reprinted in 
Volume 6 of Albert Casey’s O’Kief, 
Coshe Mang, etc.

•	 McCoy, Jack, Index to the County 
Down Spectator, 1904-1964 
(Ballynahinch, Co. Down, Ireland: 
South Education and Library 
Board, 1983), at NLI.

•	 Moran, Maladry, “Miscellaneous 
Record Extracts with Index to 
Irish Records.” The handwritten 
extracts are from such newspaper 
collections as Faulkner’s Dublin 
Journal, 1729-1830, the Freeman’s 
Journal, 1765-1835, and the Dublin 
Gazette for 1712, at the Genealogical 
Office of Ireland and LDS.

•	 Newspapers in Microform: Foreign 
Countries, (Washington, DC: 
Library of Congress, Catalogue 
Publication Division, 1984), at 
LDS. This source lists all reports 
from the foreign countries’ portion 
of Newspapers in Microfilm from 
1948 to 1982 as well as reports 
received through 1983. The source 
is arranged by country and city and 
indexed by title.

•	 Nichol, John, Index to the 
Gentleman’s Magazine (1731 to 1818) 
at the British Museum and LHL.

•	 North, John S., The Waterloo 
Directory of Irish Newspapers and 
Periodicals, 1800-1900, at NLI and 
LDS. This source lists and describes 
Irish newspapers and periodicals 
from all fields and repositories in 
Ireland & Britain and sometimes 
identifies the holding repositories. 
The main entries of the book are 
arranged alphabetically by the 
name of the publication however, 
the “Place of Publication Index” 
lists the names of newspapers 
published in each town. The entries 
indicate if notices of birth, marriage 
and death were published, and the 
political or religious leanings of the 
publication are also indicated in 
many cases.

•	 Index to marriages and deaths in Pue’s 
Occurences and the Dublin Gazette 
(1730-1740), at NLI (ms. 3197).

•	 Robinson, Kenneth, An Index to the 
Newtownards Chronicle (1873-1900) 
and the Newtownards Independent 
(1871-1873), at NLI.

•	 Sadleir, Thomas Ulick, Marriages in 
Dublin Newspapers, 1731-1740 (Salt Lake 
City, UT: Genealogical Society of 
Utah, 1949), originally in handwritten 
extract form, at the Genealogical Office 
of Ireland and LDS.

•	 Schelegel, Donald M., Irish 
Genealogical Abstracts From the 
Londonderry Journal (1772-1784), at 
NLI. It includes an every name index.

•	 Southern Education and Library 
Board of Northern Ireland (1 
Markethill Road, Armagh, Co. 
Armagh BT60 1NR) holds a 
chronological list of article 
references, indexed by person, 
subject and place. The newspapers 
covered in this index are County 
Down Spectator (1904-1964), 
Downpatrick Recorder (1836-
1886), Mourne Observer (1949-
1980), Newtownards Chronicle 
(1873-1900), The Newtownards 
Independent (1871-1873), The 
Northern Herald (1833-1836), and 
The Northern Star (1792-1797).

•	 Vicars, Sir Arthur, Index to the 
Births, Marriages & Deaths in the 
periodical, Anthologia Hibernica 
(1793-1794),8 at NLI.

	 	 	 	
Excellent guides to miscellaneous 
extracts from particular Irish newspaper 
collections are to be found in Donal 
F. Begley’s Irish Genealogy: A Record 
Finder;9 in James G. Ryan’s Irish Records 
- Sources for Family and Local History;10 

and in Margaret Dickson Falley’s Irish 
and Scotch-Irish Ancestral Research - 
A Guide to the Genealogical Records, 
Methods and Sources in Ireland.11 Also 
worth consulting is Joseph Wearing’s 
article on using newspapers to fill in the 
genealogical gaps12 and Marie-Louise 
Legg’s Newspapers and Nationalism.13

Almost all indexes to Irish newspapers 
are the product of a number of 
individuals, most notably Rosemary 
ffolliott and Henry Morris. Between 
them, they have covered the Province 
of Munster for the late 18th century. 
The most useful are two outstanding 
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publications by the late Irish genealogist 
Rosemary ffolliott. In 1969, she 
transcribed and alphabetically-ordered 
all of the biographical notices recorded 
in early newspapers for counties Cork, 
Kerry, Limerick, Monaghan, Kings 
(now Offaly) and Waterford. These 
are found in her publications titled 
Index to Biographical Notices Collected 
from Newspapers, Principally Relating 
to Cork and Kerry, 1756-1827 with a few 
references to 1749-175514, and Index to 
Biographical Notices in the Newspapers 
of Limerick, Ennis, Clonmel and 
Waterford, 1758-1821.15 

Covered, as well, are notices relating to 
other Munster counties and to Counties 
Galway, Mayo, Roscommon, Leitrim, 
Longford and King’s (Offaly). The work 
done by Ms. ffolliott was phenomenal. 
Between the two works, most of the 
surviving 18th century notices for the 
southern half of the country have been 
extracted, along with a large proportion 
of notices up to and including 1821-
1827 and most of the entries relating 
to Connaught,16 south Leinster and 
Munster which were picked up and 
reprinted by the Dublin newspapers.

Unfortunately, neither of the Rosemary 
ffolliott works is widely available. The 
National Library of Ireland (NLI mss 
#19172-19175) and the Cork City Library 
hold manuscript copies of the Cork and 
Kerry index as does the LDS Library. 
The Limerick Archives (The Granary, 
Michael Street, Limerick), has a copy 
of the more extensive Limerick, Ennis, 
Clonmel & Waterford index. Copies 
can also be found in the library of the 
Society of Australian Genealogists 
<http://www.sag.org.au/>.

In addition, a host of publications 
document the Irish in newspapers 
outside of Ireland. The “Lost and 
Found” columns of some newspapers 
of the U.S.A.17 and elsewhere are 
a particularly good substitute for 
passenger and immigration lists. An 
article by Rosemary ffolliott in The 
Irish Ancestor, volume II, number 1, 
(1970) elaborates on this.

The publication of notices for missing 
or lost Irish from the Boston Pilot began 
in The Irish Genealogist in volume III, 
number 2. Due to pressure of space, only 
a few were printed there. Some further 
notices from the Famine years were 
published in The Irish Ancestor in 1978. 
However, a six volume work, The Search 
for Missing Friends: Irish Immigrant 
Advertisements Placed in the Boston 
Pilot, superseded all these articles. 
The first volume covers 1831-1850, the 
second 185-1853, the third 1854-1856; the 
fourth covers the period 1857-1860; the 
fifth volume 1861-1865; and the sixth 
volume 1866-1870. This was further 
superseded by a more comprehensive 
free online search version   to the Irish 
passengers from the Boston Pilot 
which covers primarily the period 1831 
to 1866 with sparse collections to 1893 
and are maintained by Boston College 
<http://infowanted.bc.edu/>. A more 
fully comprehensive membership-based 
online version is available from the 
New England Historic Genealogical 
Society website for the period 1831 to 
1920 <www.americanancestors.org/
Databaselist.aspx>. For information 
on the full collection of The Search 
for Missing Friends: Irish Immigrant 
Advertisements Placed in the Boston Pilot, 
vols. I-VI, 1831-1870 (Boston, MA: New 

England Historic Genealogical Society, 
2001) by Ruth-Ann Harris, Donald 
M. Jacobs, and B. Emery O’Keefe, ed., 
visit the publisher, the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society website 
<www.americanancestors.org/home.
html>. Copies may also be purchased 
of volumes III to VI, and the CD of the 
same name covering the period 1831 to 
1920, from Picton Press (PO Box #1347, 
Rockland, ME 04841). 

Charles Addington produced a similar 
volume for Canada, Missing Persons 
from Ireland: Notices from Newspapers 
of Saint John, New Brunswick (1828-
1906) in 1987, which is available at the 
Provincial Archives of New Brunswick 
(Fredericton, NB) and the Library 
and Archives of Canada (Ottawa, 
ON). No doubt, similar volumes have 
been produced by genealogical and 
historical societies in North America 
and Australasia. Researchers should 
check the availability and locations 
with those organizations.

Summary
Irish newspapers and newspapers in 
general hold a wealth of information for 
researchers. Despite the thought that 
there is too much material with too few 
indexes to examine, think again! There 
is much information in these collections 
for Ireland that have been extracted 
and compiled in various fashions and 
for various periods. Do not hesitate to 
use newspaper collections to push your 
genealogical findings further.

While newspapers are often overlooked 
due to the difficulty in access and the 
lack of indexes, they remain a major 
research source for genealogists and 
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historians. They provide historical 
context for the political, economic, 
religious, social, technological, sporting 
and cultural life of the nation at any 
one time. They provide contemporary 
commentary of the major events and 
daily aspects of our ancestors’ times, 
and are a major source of information 
on personal everyday life – most of 
which was none too different than that 
of our own today! 

Endnotes
1	 “In Ireland, the Penal Laws is the 

name given to the code of laws passed 
by the Protestant Parliament of 
Ireland which regulated the status 
of Roman Catholics through most 
of the eighteenth century. These 
laws are key to understanding the 
history of the period as well as the 
sectarian conflicts that still plague 
Northern Ireland. The declared 
purpose of the Irish Penal Laws, 
like that of the apartheid laws 
of recent South African history, 
was to disenfranchise the native 
majority from all power, both 
political and economic. Unlike 
apartheid, the disabilities created 
by the Penal Laws were aimed not 
at a particular race or ethnic group, 
but at the adherents of a particular 
religion. The ideal was to entice 
the colonised Irish into wholesale 
conversion to Protestantism. A 
Catholic could avoid the oppressive 
effects of these laws by conversion, 
although the statutes went to great 
lengths to ferret out insincere 
conversions and backsliders. By 
deliberately defining the haves 
and the have-nots, the politically 
powerful and the oppressed, on 

the basis of religion, these statutes 
had a profound effect, not only on 
the eighteenth century, but on the 
subsequent history of Ireland to 
the present day.” Informational 
quote was supplied by Laws in 
Ireland for the Suppression of Popery, 
Commonly Known as the Penal Laws 
by Professor Patricia Schaffer, 
Columbia University Law School, 
extracted on 1st August 2010 - 
website: <http://library.law.umn.
edu/irishlaw/intro.html>.

2	 “Also known as the United 
Irishmen Rebellion, [this] was an 
uprising in 1798, lasting several 
months, against British rule in 
the Kingdom of Ireland. The 
United Irishmen, a republican 
revolutionary group influenced 
by the ideas of the American 
and French revolutions, were the 
main organising force behind the 
rebellion.” Informational quote was 
supplied by Wikipedia - The Free 
Encyclopedia on 1st August 2010 - 
website: <http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Irish_Rebellion_of_1798>. 

3	 “The Napoleonic Wars were a 
series of conflicts declared against 
Napoleon’s French Empire 
and changing sets of European 
allies by opposing coalitions 
that ran from 1803 to 1815. As a 
continuation of the wars sparked 
by the French Revolution of 1789, 
they revolutionised European 
armies and played out on an 
unprecedented scale, mainly due 
to the application of modern mass 
conscription.” French power rose 
but fell nearly as quickly resulting 
in the breakup of the Empire, 
and as a direct result the British 

Empire became the foremost 
world power. Informational quote 
was supplied by Wikipedia - The 
Free Encyclopedia on 1st August 
2010 <http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Napoleonic_Wars>. 

4	 “The Young Ireland was a political, 
cultural and social movement 
of the mid-19th century. It led 
changes in Irish nationalism, 
including an abortive rebellion 
known as the Young Irelander 
Rebellion of 1848. Many of the 
latter’s leaders were tried for 
sedition and sentenced to penal 
transportation to Van Diemen’s 
Land. From its beginnings in 
the late 1830s, Young Ireland 
grew in influence and inspired 
following generations of Irish 
Nationalists.” Informational quote 
supplied by Wikipedia - The Free 
Encyclopedia on 1st August 2010 
- website: <http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Young_Ireland>. Also 
refer to Ballard, Suzanne, The 
Young Irelanders, extracted on 1st 
August 2010 - website: <http://
www.theballards.net/Harshaw/
Martin/YoungIrelanders.html>.

5	 The NEWSPLAN project 
originated in the mid-1980s as a 
cooperative preservation project 
for newspapers in Ireland and the 
United Kingdom. Of the ten regions 
involved in NEWSPLAN, one 
region comprises Northern Ireland 
and the Republic of Ireland. The 
aim of the NEWSPLAN project 
is to preserve newspapers through 
a microfilming programme 
that protects hardcopy holdings 
while making the content readily 
available to the public.
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6	 The index to the Belfast News 
Letter for the same period though 
not complete, as a number of 
periods during this collection have 
not survived, is available online 
at <http://www.ucs.louisiana.
edu/bnl/>. About one-quarter 
of the newspapers for the years 
from 1737 to 1750 have survived, 
although the run of newspapers is 
nearly complete from 1750 through 
1800. The index is available at the 
O’Shaughnessey-Frey Library at 
the University of St. Thomas in 
St. Paul, Minnesota (USA), and at 
the Linen Hall Library in Belfast, 
Ireland. The Linen Hall Library 
also has a card index (1800-1860) of 
birth, marriage, and death notices 
from the Belfast News Letter.

7	 An Internet version (partial 
extraction) of Henry Farrar’s Index 
to Marriages in Walkers’ Hibernian 
Magazine for 1771 to 1812 is available 
at <http://www.celticcousins.net/
ireland/irish_marriages.htm>.

8	 An Internet version of Arthur 
Vicar’s “Index to the Births, 
Marriages & Deaths” in 
Anthologica Hibernica (1793-
1794) is also available online at 
the following website: <http://
www.celticcousins.net/ireland/
anthologia_hibernica.htm>.

9	 ffolliott, Rosemary, “Newspapers 
as a Genealogical Source” in 
Begley’s, Donal F., ed., Irish 
Genealogy: A Record Finder, 
(Dublin, Ireland: Heraldic Artists 
Ltd., 1987), pp. 117-138.

10	 Ryan, James G., Irish Records 
- Sources for Family and Local 
History, (Dublin, Ireland: Flyleaf 
Press, 1997), pp. 47-607.

11	 Falley, Margaret Dickson, FASG, 
Irish and Scotch-Irish Ancestral 
Research - A Guide to the Genealogical 
Records, Methods and Sources in 
Ireland, (Boston: Genealogical 
Publishing Co, Inc., 1962, 4th 
reprint 1998), vol. I, pp. 675-686; and 
vol. II, pp. 247-248. This original 
publication is dated 1962 and thus 
the details are very dated.

12	 Wearing, Joseph, “Using 
Newspapers to Fill the Gaps in Irish 
Genealogy” in Families (Toronto: 
Ontario Genealogical Society), 
XLIII, 2 (May 2004), pp. 113-116.

13	 Legg, Marie-Louise, Newspapers 
and Nationalism: The Irish 
Provincial Press 1850-1892, (Dublin: 
Four Courts, 1999).

14	 The “Index to Biographical Notices 
Collected from Newspapers, 
Principally Relating to Cork 
and Kerry, 1756-1827”, with a few 
references for the period 1749 to 
1755, includes biographical notices 
relating to Cork and Kerry from 
the surviving issues of the following 
Cork papers: Cork Advertiser, 
Cork Chronicle, Cork Evening Post, 
Cork Gazette, Corke Journal, Cork 
Mercantile Chronicle, Cork Morning 
Intelligence, Southern Reporter, The 
Constitution, Hibernian Chronicle, 
and Volunteer Journal. As well as 
these, it also records biographical 
notices relating to Co.’s Cork and 
Kerry in: Finn’s Leinster Journal, 
Dublin Gazette, Dublin Hibernian 
Journal, Faulkner’s Dublin Journal, 
Freeman’s Journal, Limerick 
Chronicle, and Waterford Mirror.

15	 The” Index to Biographical Notices 
in the Newspapers of Limerick, 
Ennis, Clonmel, Waterford, 1758-
1821” extracts and indexes the 

biographical notices from: Clonmel 
Herald, Clonmel Gazette, Clonmel 
Advertiser, Ennis Chronicle, Clare 
Journal, Limerick Evening Post, 
Limerick Gazette, Limerick Chronicle, 
Munster Journal, Waterford 
Chronicle, and Waterford Mirror. In 
addition, a number of 18th century 
Dublin newspapers are included: 
Freeman’s Journal, Faulkner’s Dublin 
Journal, Dublin Hibernian Journal, 
and Hibernian Chronicle.

16	 A digitized online version of birth, 
marriage and death entries from 
the Connaught Journal can be 
found for January to October 1823 
and March/April 1840 at: <http://
www.celticcousins.net/ireland>.

17	 A digitized online version of partial 
extracts from The Shamrock of New 
York City, dated December 1810 to 
January 1811, provides an example of 
such notices and their importance 
for tracing Irish outside of Ireland 
at <http://www.celticcousins.net/
ireland/18101811shamrock.htm>.

Brian W. Hutchison is Chairman/C.E.O. 
of a major genealogical research company; 
past board-certified (forensic) professional 
genealogist & heraldist; distinguished 
as a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries 
of Scotland; awarded armorial bearings 
by the Governor General of Canada 
for service to his community; past Irish 
Department Head for the National 
Institute for Genealogical Studies 
(University of Toronto); active with many 
genealogical & heraldic bodies, committees 
& board directorships; author of a myriad 
of genealogical publications; has lectured 
extensively and is a well-known Canadian 
philanthropist & advocate for genealogical, 
health, and wildlife causes.
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On 24 July 1840, Eliza Mealin or 
Mealue arrived into Sydney as a 

convict on board the transport Isabella. 
The details on the convict indent of the 
Isabella show that she was aged 33, could 
neither read nor write, and was Catholic 
and a native of County Longford. Her 
occupation was that of a country servant 
and she had been tried in Longford 
town on 24 October 1839. Since Irish 
Court records are incomplete, they 
being one series of records that were 
particularly affected by the fire in the 
Four Courts in 1922, a search of the 
local newspaper was another way to 
find details of Eliza’s crime.

The Longford Journal of 26 October 
1839 reported that Elizabeth Mealue 
and Anne Flynn, two women of bad 
character and notorious pests in the 
town, had each been sentenced to seven 
years transportation. Further details 
from the convict records show that 
Eliza had a previous conviction of three 
months in prison and that she was only 
three-quarters of an inch above five feet 
tall, had a ruddy complexion, brown hair 
mixed with grey, and light blue eyes. She 
had a small scar on her left eyebrow and 
another over her right as well as two 
small scars on the back of her lower right 
arm. Perhaps these old wounds attested 
to the difficulties she had previously 
encountered in Longford town?

Similarly, the convict records in 
Australia and The Longford Journal 
provide the information that John Egan 
transported by the Nautilus, arriving 
in Sydney on 9 February 1840, was 
Catholic, aged 24, could read and was 
a labourer who was a native of County 
Longford. He had no former convictions 
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by Dr. Perry McIntyre

when he was tried in Longford town on 
10 July 1839 and sentenced to 15 years 
transportation. His crime of arson, 
shown on the convict records, is further 
illuminated by The Longford Journal of 13 
July 1839 which shows that John Egan, in 
the company of Thomas Quinn, James 
Reynolds and John Casey, was arranged 
under the whiteboy act for burning the 
house of Michael Murray of Ballinamore 
on 26 October 1838.  By 31 August 1839, 
The Longford Journal reported that of the 
convicts tried at the Longford assizes in 
the previous month, “18 were forwarded 
to Mullingar on carts en route to Dublin 
under escort … commanded by Robert 
Westropp commander of the country 
police.” Without the newspaper report 
the details of John Egan’s conviction and 
transportation would have been much 
less detailed.

Newspapers in Ireland and 
Genealogists 
The earliest known newspaper in Ireland, 
The Dublin Gazette, dates from the late 
1680s but very few copies survive until the 
1720s. With civil registration of births, 
deaths and marriages for Catholics in 
Ireland starting as late as 1864 and with 
parish registers being relatively sparse in 
many areas of Ireland, the newspapers are 
an invaluable source for details of this sort 
for many families. The added problem 
with wills and some other important 
series of documents, such at those 
relating to trials in Ireland, being burnt in 
Dublin Castle in 1922, the newspapers are 
sometimes the only remaining resource 
for clues to these events.

Local newspapers are a wonderful source 
of information for activities going on 
all over the country and not just in the 

particular place in which the newspaper 
was published. Just a few issues of 
The Longford Journal, as well as the 
examples regarding disturbance of the 
peace previously quoted, illustrate the 
diversity of the information available in 
just one local newspaper. On 16 March 
1839, The Longford Journal reported on 
several county assizes or local courts. 
For example,

COUNTY LEITRIM ASSIZES
On Tuesday last, at the hour of 
9 o’clock, the Crown Court was 
opened, and immediately after 
Mr. R. Moore, Q.C. (acting judge) 
took his seat on the Bench.

Peter Creegan was indicted for 
having, at Mohill, on the 27th 
of July last, killed and murdered 
Peter Shanly, by giving him a blow 
of a hatchet on the back of the 
head. There was a second count 
in the indictment charging him, 
with others, with having, on the 
27th of July, aided and assisted in 
murdering the said Peter Shanly.

The prisoner pleaded Not Guilty.

Anne Shanly, Peter Keenan, Dr. 
Duke, and two or three other 
witnesses were examined for the 
prosecution, and also a confession 
voluntarily made by the prisoner, 
read, when Mr Blakeney, the 
counsel for the prisoner, having 
no defence, address the Jury in 
a most powerful manner, on 
the discrepancy of some of the 
witnesses, after which the learned 
Judge, in his charge recapitulated 
the entire evidence. The jury 
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retired, and in a few minutes 
returned a verdict of Guilty.

The following are the convictions had 
at these Assizes:	  
•	 Peter Creegan, charged with the 

murder of Peter Shanly - guilty, to 
be executed on the 12th June next.

•	 Patrick Reynolds and John Clyne, 
charged with the same offence - to 
remain in gaol till next Assizes. 
Four other persons charged with 
being accomplices in the above 
crime - admitted to bail.

•	 Michael McDermott, passing 
forged notes - to be transported 
fourteen years.

•	 Michael Clarke, cow-stealing - to 
be confined 12 months, and kept at 
hard labour.

•	 Peter Rynne, charged with having 
sold a stolen heifer - to be confined 
one month.

•	 Patrick Croal, stealing bank notes 
- to be confined one month.

•	 Thomas Creed, charged with 
having in his possession two stolen 
sheep - to be confined 12 months, 
and kept at hard labour.

•	 Michael Stewart, Rockiteism, 
Guilty of riot and affray - to be 
confined 18 months, and kept at 
hard labour.

•	 Timothy Beirne, assault, to be 
confined one week.

•	 James Shanly, charged with having 
been instrumental in the death 
of his infant child - Guilty, to be 
confined twelve months.

•	 George Smith, or Sullivan, charged 
with having stolen four head 
of cattle - Pleaded guilty, to be 
confined twelve months.

•	 Michael Runian and Bryan Hard, 
assault, with an attempt to commit 
a rape - fined 6d. each.

Not only were the County Leitrim 
Assizes fully reported but the 
following item was reported from the 
Dublin Gazette.

COUNTY TIPPERARY
Judge Crampton, in his speech, 
at the opening of the Clonmel 
Assizes, on Friday the 8th instant 
stated, that by an order in Council, 
which appeared in the Dublin 
Gazette, of the 8th of November, 
and which order was made in 
accordance with the 6th and 7th of 
Geo. IV., and had the same effect 
as an Act of Parliament, the county 
of Tipperary was divided into two 
parts or ridings, the northern and 
southern. The Assizes town for 
the south is to be Clonmel; for the 
North, Nenagh, in which place a 
gaol is about to be build for that 
division of the county. There are 
104 prisoners for trial, of whom 44 
are charge with murder.

The copying of articles from major city 
newspapers, not only in Ireland but in 
England and Europe, was very common 
in this period. Although the name of a 
paper like The Longford Journal may, 

at first glance, appear to be restricted 
to a small area it did, in fact, cover 
world news. More important for the 
genealogist and local historian working 
in the 21st century, it covered aspects 
of many activities throughout Ireland. 
This is apparent in articles which detail 
the obvious signs of agrarian unrest in 
Ireland including items such as a report, 
also in March 1839, of ‘Outrage’ when a 
large party of men turned up pasture on 
the lands of Newcastle, near that city. 
Official reports of the state of Ireland at 
the time, the details of local skirmishes, 
including the names of people involved 
in them, frequently appear in the 
newspapers.

Activities of the military and their 
presence in the smaller towns and 
communities throughout Ireland are 
very apparent in the middle decades of 
the nineteenth century. Reporting on 
the ‘North Cork’ regiment in Maynooth, 
from ‘Confessions of Harry Lorrequer’ 
in The Dublin University Magazine for 
April, The Longford Journal of 13 March 
1939, copied the following wonderful 
insight into the military and the towns 
of Maynooth and Fermoy:

 It was towards the end of the year 
‘98 - the year of the troubles - that 
the North Cork was ordered, ‘for 
their sins’, I believe, to march from 
their snug quarters at Fermoy, and 
take up a position in the town of 
Maynooth - a very considerable 
reverse of fortune to a set of 
gentlemen extremely addicted 
to dining out, and living at large 
upon a very large neighbourhood. 
Fermoy abounded in gentry; 
Maynooth at that time had few, if 

______________________________________________________________  Irish Newspapers

Page 23



 	 The Septs - Volume 32, Number 1 •  Canàir ( January)  2011

any, excepting his Grace of Leinster, 
and he lived very privately, and 
saw no company. Maynooth was 
stupid and dull - there were neither 
belles nor bells, Fermoy (to use the 
Doctor’s well-remembered words) 
had ‘great feeling’ and ‘very genteel 
young ladies, that carried their 
handkerchiefs in bags, and danced 
with the officers’.

They had not been many weeks in 
their new quarters, when they began 
to pine over their fortunes, and it 
was with a sense of delight that a 
few months before would have been 
incomprehensible to them, they 
discovered that one of their officers 
had a brother, a young Priest in 
the College; he introduced them 
to some of his confreres, and the 
natural result followed. A visiting 
acquaintance began between the 
regiment and such of the members 
of the college as had liberty to leave 
the precincts who, as time ripened 
the acquaintance into intimacy, 
very naturally preferred the cuisine 
of the North Cork to the meagre 
fare of ‘the refectory’. At last seldom 
a day went by without one of two ...

Also on 13 March 1839, The Longford 
Journal reported briefly on the “Imperial 
Parliament” and the House of Commons 
of Monday, March 11:

Mr. Vigors presented a petition 
from Thomas Gisborne, jun., Esq., 
against the return of Mr. Bruen for 
the borough of Carlow.

Mr Plumtre presented a petition 
from the same place (the name of 
which we could not hear) against 

the Irish municipal reform; 
against the dissolution of the 
Irish municipal corporations; and 
praying the house to take measures 
absolutely, utterly, entirely and 
unreservedly to exclude Papists 
from the municipal corporations 
of Ireland.

Mr Praed presented a petition, 
praying the house to institute 
an inquiry into the system of 
education pursued at Maynooth.

Sir R. Peel presented petitions 
from Tamworth, and several 
parts of Staffordshire, against any 
alteration in the corn laws. The 
right hon. Baronet also presented 
petitions from different parts of 
Staffordshire, praying the house 
not to sanction any exclusive plan 
for the introduction of railways 
in Ireland.

The Longford Journal of 13 April 
1839 reported, under the heading of 
“Convicts”:
	   

Thirty men and two women, 
convicted at our late Assizes, 
were escorted from this town, on 
route for Clonmel jail on Monday 
morning by a strong guard of the 
34th regiment and some horse 
police. James Blake, sentenced 
for the murder of his wife, was 
not removed, as it has not been 
decided by the Crown whether 
he shall be hanged in Nenagh 
(where there is yet no gallows 
erected) or in Clonmel. Murphy, 
convicted of setting fire to a house 
of Caleb Going, Esq., J.P., and 
who escaped from the escort on 

his transmission from Clonmel 
for trial here, but fortunately re-
captured, was heavily manacled, 
so as to avoid the possibility of his 
escaping again. The convicts were 
followed out of town by a large 
mob of persons, and when the 
party arrived at Toomavara, they 
were met by a concourse of people 
amounting to several thousands, 
and, but for the strong military 
force that accompanied the 
criminals, the wretched creatures 
might have perhaps attempted a 
rescue - Nenagh Guardian.

This April 1839 edition of The Longford 
Journal also reports on a complimentary 
address “got up by the Sligo Radical, 
headed by the Roman Catholic High 
Sheriff, Daniel Farrell, of Beechworth 
in the county of Roscommon”. It also 
comments on the newest edition of 
Mrs. S.C. Hall’s stories of Ireland, one 
of the contemporary commentators on 
nineteenth century Irish life.

Finally, the 13 April 1839 edition of The 
Longford Journal supplies details of 
marriages and deaths which may not be 
available elsewhere.

MARRIED
April 8, at Malahide Church, 
Henry, only son of Arthur Baker, 
of Ballyheary House, county 
Dublin, Esq., to Mary, daughter of 
the late Robert Gilbert, of Carnew, 
in the county of Wicklow, Esq.

April 9, Coolock Church, by 
the Rev. Hamilton Verschoyle, 
Benjamin G. Darley, Esq., to 
Louisa, fourth daughter of the 
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late Dowdell Browne, of Rahine, 
county Mayo, Esq.,

April 2, at St. Ann Shandon, Nicholas 
Dunscombe of Mount Desert, Esq., 
to Jane, fourth daughter of Robert 
Carr, Esq., Cork.

DIED
On Monday morning last, in 
New Row, Dublin, Frances wife 
of Mr. Thomas Heoy. She had 
been in a delicate state of health 
for more than twelve months, but 
she enjoyed all the consolations 
that the dependence on the merits 
of her Redeemer could furnish in 
affliction, and resigned her last 
breath without a murmur.

March 20, at Athlone, in the 64th 
year of his age, John Kerr Dowd, 
Esq., Clerk of the Ordnance. 
This highly respected and pious 
gentleman enjoyed for more than 
20 years, during which he filled this 
very important situation, the highest 
esteem of his superiors, and carried 
with him to the grave the sincere 
regret of all who knew him.

How to Find Irish Newspapers
Modern researchers are fortunate to 
have the publication, Newsplan, which 
was compiled, in part, to conserve 
‘Irish heritage at risk.’ This publication 
supplies names and date ranges of all 
known Irish newspapers. While many 
newspapers are available at a local level 
in Ireland and also at the National 
Library of Ireland in Dublin, the best 
place to access Irish newspapers is the 
Newspaper Library, which is part of The 
British Library at Colindale, London 
NW9 5HE. They also sell newspapers 

on microfilm. Both the Linen Hall 
Library and the Public Record Office of 
Northern Ireland (PRONI) in Belfast 
have collections of Ulster newspapers.

The website of the National Library 
of Ireland, Dublin, <www.nli.ie/
en/newspapers-newsplan-project .
aspx> gives details and a listing of 
Irish newspapers, the titles of which 
are searchable by town or county. 
Most local county libraries also have 
holdings of local newspapers. See, for 
example, websites for Clare <http://
www.irelandoldnews.com/Clare/
index.html> and Tipperary <www.
tipperarylibraries.ie/local_studies/
newspapers.shtml> libraries for 
further information.

Another guide for locating Irish 
newspapers is John S. North’s The 
Waterlook Directory of Irish Newspapers 
and Periodicals, 1800-1900. This book 
combines information from surveys of 
Irish newspapers held in repositories 
across Ireland and Britain with detailed 
information about the contents and 
publishing dates of each. The main entries 
of the book are arranged alphabetically 
by the name of the publication. However, 
the ‘Place of Publication Index’ lists the 
names of the newspapers published 
in each town. The entries indicate if 
notices of birth, marriage and death were 
published and the political or religious 
leanings of the publication are also 
indicated in many cases.

There are libraries throughout 
Australia, Canada and the United States 
which hold small runs of various Irish 
newspapers. It is advisable to contact 
your local library to see if they are able 
to access a particular newspaper. Most 

libraries participate in a system called 
‘Interlibrary Loan’ whereby a library 
can borrow a specific book or microfilm 
from another library for your use. This 
option is worth investigating before 
planning a trip to Ireland or London 
or into the counties. With the power 
of the Internet, do check online before 
venturing from home!

The Queen Elizabeth II Library, 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 
has a large collection of Irish newspapers 
on microfilm particularly for counties 
Carlow, Cork, Galway, Kilkenny, 
Tipperary, Waterford, Wexford and 
Dublin City. Most capital city, local 
libraries, historical and genealogical 
societies now have online catalogues, so 
check your local area before purchasing 
an airline ticket.

Some Indexes, Abstracts and 
Guides 
Abstracts from Irish newspapers have 
been published in various periodicals, 
including The Irish Genealogist and The 
Irish Ancestor. A number of important 
newspaper indexes and abstracts have 
been published. For example, Henry 
Farrar’s Irish Marriages Being an Index 
to the Marriages in Walker’s Hibernian 
Magazine 1771 to 1812 includes 
references throughout Ireland which 
particularly relate to the Protestant 
gentry. Some County Libraries and 
Heritage Centres in Ireland, such as 
the Leitrim Genealogical Centre, have 
indexed newspapers.

Several guides and indexes to Irish 
newspapers which have been available 
for many years are still very useful 
to researchers. The Belfast Newsletter 
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began in 1737 and continues today, 
making good its claim to be the oldest 
continually-published English-language 
newspaper. The Linen Hall Library, 
Belfast, has a very useful card index of 
The Belfast Newsletter covering births, 
deaths and marriage notices, 1800-
1860. John Greene produced Belfast 
Newsletter Index, 1737-1800, available at 
The Linen Hall and at the University of 
St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota. It is 
always accessible online <http://www.
ucs.louisiana.edu/bnl/>. Greene’s index 
is the first index to an Irish newspaper. 
It covers local and international events 
incorporating 20,000 surviving pages of 
The Belfast Newsletter which was indexed, 
but not all issues are still available as only 
about one-quarter for the years from 
1737 to 1750 have survived. However, the 
run of the paper is nearly complete from 
1750 to 1800. 

Betit, Kyle, J. “Memorial University of 
Newfoundlan”, The Irish at Home and 
Abroad, Vol. 2, 1995-96, pp.78-81.

The British Library Catalogue of 
the Newspaper Library Colindale, 8 
Vols. British Museum Publications, 
London, 1975.

Casey, Albert, O’Kief, Coshe Mang etc. 
Vol. 6 reprint of biographical notices 
from the Kerry Evening Post, 1828-1864, 
included in the general index at the back 
of Vol. 6.

ffoliott, Rosemary, Biographical Notices 
Collected from Newspapers 1756-1827, 1749-
1755 (primarily Cork & Kerry), 1969. The 
scope of this is enormous and includes 
material from the surviving issues of the 
following Cork papers: Cork Advertiser, 
Cork Chronicle, Cork Evening Post, Cork 

Gazette, Cork Journal, Cork Mercantile 
Chronicle, Cork Morning Intelligence, 
Southern Reporter, The Constitution, 
Hibernian Chronicle, Volunteer Journal. 
As well as these, it also records all notices 
relating to Cork and Kerry in Finn’s 
Leinster Journal, Dublin Gazette, Dublin 
Hibernian Journal, Faulkner’s Dublin 
Journal, Freeman’s Journal, Magazine 
of Magazines, Limerick Chronicle, and 
Waterford Mirror. 

ffoliott, Rosemary, Index to Biographical 
Notices in the Newspapers of Limerick, 
Ennis, Clonmel and Waterford, 1758-
1821, 1985. This index includes extracts 
and indexes from Clonmel Herald, 
Clonmel Gazette, Clonmel Advertiser, 
Ennis Chronicle, Clare Journal, Limerick 
Evening Post, Limerick Gazette, Limerick 
Chronicle, Munster Journal, Waterford 
Chronicle, and Waterford Mirror. In 
addition, the following 18th century 
Dublin newspapers are included: 
Freeman’s Journal, Faulkner’s Dublin 
Journal, Dublin Hibernian Journal and 
Hibernian Chronicle. All notices for the 
areas covered by the above publications 
are extracted, as are notices relating to 
other Munster counties, and to Counties 
Galway, Mayo, Roscommon, Leitrim, 
Longford and King’s (Offaly).

These two works have extracted most 
of the surviving 18th century notices 
for the southern half of the country, a 
large proportion of notices up to 1821-
1827, and most of the entries relating to 
Connacht, south Leinster and Munster 
which were picked up and reprinted 
by the Dublin papers. The two works 
constitute a magnificent work of 
scholarship. Unfortunately, it is not as 
widely available as it should be. The 
National Library and Cork City Library 

hold manuscript copies of the Cork 
and Kerry index (National Library 
Mss 19172-5). Limerick Archives has a 
copy of the more extensive Limerick, 
Ennis, Clonmel and Waterford index. 
Microfiche copies are also in the 
library of the Society of Australian 
Genealogists, Sydney. 

ffoliott, Rosemary, “Newspapers as a 
Genealogical Source”, Irish Genealogy: 
A Record Finder, Donal F. Begley (ed.), 
Heraldic Artists Ltd., Dublin, 1987, 
pp. 117-138.

Greene, John (comp.), Belfast 
Newsletter Index, 1737-1800, UMI, Ann 
Arbor, MI, 1993.

Hammond, Joseph W., “The Dublin 
Gazette, 1705-1922”, Dublin Historical 
Record, Vol. 3, Nos 3 & 4, 1953, pp. 
108-117.

Hayes, Joseph C., “Guide to Tipperary 
Newspapers (1770-1989)”, Tipperary 
Historical Journal, 1989, pp. 1-16. This is 
an update of Hayes’ thesis “History of 
Tipperary Newspapers”, supplemented 
by the Editor in the 1990 Tipperary 
Historical Journal. It is a brief history of 
the newspapers of the county since 1770, 
describing their origins and policies and 
listing locations for surviving issues.

Hammond, Joseph W., “The Dublin 
Gazette, 1705-1922”, Dublin Historical 
Record, Vol. XIII, Nos. 3 & 4, 1953, pp. 
108-117.

Hochwald, Elsa, “Miscellaneous 
Irish Sources at Queen Elizabeth 
II Library, Memorial University of 
Newfoundland”, The Newfoundland 
Ancestor, Vol. 9, May 1993, pp. 44-45.
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Irish marriages, being an index to 
the marriages in Walker’s Hibernian 
magazine, 1771 to 1812. With an appendix, 
from the notes of Sir Arthur Vicars 
... Ulster King of Arms, of the births, 
marriages, and deaths in the Anthologia 
Hibernica, 1793 & 1794, 1889.

Irish Periodicals First Published Before 
1901: A Union List of Northern Ireland 
Library Holdings, Library of Local 
Studies Panel, Omagh, 1995.

Mac Conghail, Maire & Gorry, 
Paul, Tracing Irish Ancestors, Harper 
Collins, Glasgow, 1997, pp. 220-225. 
Has a very good summary of some 
indexes to newspapers.

McCoy, Jack, An Index to the 
‘Downpatrick Recorder’, 1836-1886, 1987.

North, John S., The Waterloo Directory 
of Irish Newspapers and Periodicals, 1800-
1900, North Waterloo Academic Press, 
Waterloo, Ontario, 1986.

Northern Ireland Newspapers 1737-1987: 
A Checklist with Locations, Library 
Association and Public Record Office 
of Northern Ireland, Belfast, 1987.

O’Toole, James & Smyth, Sara, 
Newsplan: Report of the Newsplan Project 
in Ireland, The British Library, London 
& The National Library of Ireland, 
Dublin, revised ed. 1998.

Radford, Dwight A., “The British 
Library Newspaper Library”, The Irish 
at Home and Abroad, Vol. 2, 1995-96, 
pp.149-150.

Robinson, Kenneth, An Index to the 
‘Newtownards Chronicle’ 1873-1900 and 

the ‘Newtownards Independent’ 1871-
1873, 1990.

Donald M. Schelegel, Irish Genealogical 
Abstracts from the Londonderry Journal, 
1772-1784 includes births, deaths and 
marriages, estate settlements, emigrants 
to North America; particularly useful to 
those interested in 18th century Scotch-
Irish; available on Google books and 
Ancestry.com.

A few other useful indexes which are 
difficult to place in the above list
Card indexes to the biographical notices 
in the Hibernian Chronicle (1771-1802), 
and the Cork Mercantile Chronicle (1803-
1818), held by the Irish Genealogical 
Research Society <http://www.igrsoc.
org/> in London.

National Library index to marriages 
and deaths in Pue’s Occurences and the 
Dublin Gazette 1730-1740: National 
Library Manuscript 3197. 

The Southern Education & Library 
Board (Northern Ireland) contains a 
chronological list of article references, 
indexed by person, subject and place. 
Newspapers covered are: County Down 
Spectator 1904-1964, Downpatrick 
Recorder 1936-1886, Mourne Observer 
1949-1980, Newtownards Chronicle 
1871-1873, The Northern Herald 1833-
1836, and The Northern Star 1792-1797. 
Copies are available for sale. <http://
www.irishtimes.com/ancestor/browse/
addresses/libraryn.htm>. 

Don’t forget to look for these indexes 
and guides in local libraries and to 
check the Internet to see if they may 
be available to search online or the 
newspapers are available in digitised 

form. Every day there are more research 
tools available. For Australians, 
many of our newspapers are being 
digitised and available online through 
the National Library of Australia in 
Canberra <http://newspapers.nla.gov.
au/>. Sometimes these papers provide 
insights into happenings in Canada, 
America and Ireland. 

Ms. McIntyre updated this article which 
was previously published in The Irish At 
Home and Abroad, 1998, issue 3. We 
thank and acknowledge the author and the 
editors of the journal.

Perry McIntyre, BSc, MLitt, DipEd, 
Dip Local & Applied History, PhD, has 
been involved in 
Irish history and 
genealogy since 
the late 1970s. 
She has served 
on the History 
Council of NSW, 
as President in 
2005 and 2006, 
a councillor of 
the Society of 
Australian Genealogists for 20 years, 
and a councillor on the Royal Australian 
Historical Society, the Australian Catholic 
Historical Society and the Great Irish 
Famine Commemoration Committee. She 
has published and spoken extensively on 
immigration, particularly 19th century 
Irish, and has co-authored three books 
on emigration to Australia in the 1830s 
<www.anchorbooksaustralia.com.au>. 
Perry works at St John’s College at the 
University of Sydney. Her website is 
<www.irelandhome.com.au>.

______________________________________________________________  Irish Newspapers

Page 27



 	 The Septs - Volume 32, Number 1 •  Canàir ( January)  2011Page 28

Canadian Newspaper Research 

The first newspaper published in 
what is now Canada was The 

Gazette, published in March of 1752 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Since that 
time, newspapers throughout Canada 
have reported what was happening 
in local communities, in the country 
and throughout the world. Research-
ers have an opportunity to learn much 
about Canadian ancestors from these 
newspapers if they take the time to look 
beyond the birth, marriage and death 
notices that may have been published.

Availability
Library and Archives Canada has 
developed a Union List of Canadian 
Newspapers Held by Canadian Libraries. 
This list includes general interest, 
community, ethnic and pre-1900 
religious newspapers which acted as the 
major local source of general news to 
the communities they served. The list is 
arranged alphabetically by name/title as 
well as geographically by province and 
location within the province. Each entry 
provides the name(s) of the newspaper 
and dates of publication. The holding 
data includes years of surviving issues, 
locations where the newspapers are 
currently available, whether microfilm 
copies have been made and if they are 
available for interlibrary loan.

Library and Archives Canada has 
some newspapers on microfilm. Their 
catalogue can be accessed online at 
<ht t p://w w w.col lec t ionsca nad a .
gc.ca/index_html>. Enter the term 
“Union List of Newspapers” and select 
“Library.”

Other sources to consult for 
newspapers in particular provinces 
include

•	 Alberta Newspapers, 1880-1982: a 
historical directory by Gloria M. 
Strathern. 

•	 Union Catalogue of British 
Columbia Newspapers, Hana 
Komorous.

•	 Historical Directory of 
Saskatchewan Newspapers, 1878- 
1983, by Christine McDonald.

•	 Manitoba Newspaper Checklist 
with Library Holdings 1859- 
1986, by the Manitoba Library 
Association.

•	 The Inventory of Ontario 
Newspapers, 1793-1986, by J. Brian 
Gilchrist.

•	 Les journaux de Quebec de 1764 a 
1964, by Andre Beaulieu and Jean 
Hamilin.

•	 New Brunswick Newspaper 
Directory 1783-1996, by the 
Council of Head Librarians of 
New Brunswick.

•	 Historical Directory of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Newspapers 1807-1987, by Suzanne 
Ellison.

•	 A Survey and Listing of Nova 
Scotia Newspapers, 1752-1957, by 
Gertrude E.N. Tratt.

•	 Checklist of Yukon Newspapers 
1898-1985, by Amanda 
Wearmouth.

Some information about and 
inventories of Canadian newspapers 
on the Internet:
•	 British Columbia Newspapers on 

Microfilm (BC Archives) http://
w w w. b c a r c h i v e s . g o v. b c . c a /
library/newspapr/newspapr.htm

•	 Images of some historic 
newspapers of Alberta http://
w w w. b c a r c h i v e s . g o v. b c . c a /
library/newspapr/newspapr.htm

•	 Historical Directory of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Newspapers, 1806-1996 http://
www.library.mun.ca/

•	 Ontario newspapers that have 
been indexed http://www.
geneofun.on.ca/ongenweb/ 

•	 Indexes to Canadian newspapers                           
http://www.collectionscanada.
gc.ca/newspapers-at-lac/035005-
2000-e.html

•	 For a listing of current 
newspapers published in Canada                                          
http://www.world-newspapers.
com/saskatchewan.html

•	 Check the Canadian GenWeb 
to find more information about 
provincial newspapers. http://
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/

Content of Newspapers
Beginning family historians first check 
newspapers for birth, marriage and 
death records. Newspapers can provide 
much more than these facts if researchers 

Using Canadian Newspapers 
To Find Genealogical Information
by Laura M. Hanowski
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will check the local columns, church 
and court information, advertisements 
and editorials. Many newspapers have 
year end summaries of the major events 
that took place in the community and 
around the world. There may also be 
weekly “This Week in History” columns 
that remind the reader about historical 
events. Anniversary editions of the 
newspaper devote the entire issue to the 
history of the people and institutions in 
the community.

During times of crisis a newspaper may 
also publish lists of people who were 
injured, died or survived. For example, 
lists of patients being treated in or who 
died in the Quebec Emigrant Hospital 
in Quebec City were published between 
December 1825 and February 1831 in the 
Quebec Gazette and Quebec Mercury 
newspapers and republished in Eileen 
Campbell’s article, “Quebec Emigrant 
Hospital Returns” in Irish Family 
History (the journal of the Irish Family 
History Society). These lists give the 
specific county of origin of many Irish 
immigrants who died or were treated 
in this hospital. The Ottawa Branch, 
Ontario Genealogical Society News 
(vol. 15, no. 4, 1982) also published the 
hospital lists of names from the Quebec 
Mercury, July 1829 to November 1830.

Coal mine disasters are another example 
where the researcher may find lists of 
names. During the Influenza Epidemic 
of 1918 most newspapers carried lists of 
people who died in their communities. 
During and after wars there will be 
found the names of those who enlisted, 
those who were injured or killed and 
those who returned.

The Quebec Mercury and the Quebec Gazette 
also published names from the Quebec 
Harbour Master’s Arrivals Books. Extracts 
of some of these lists were published in the 
periodical Lost in Canada?

Year 	 Issue of Lost in Canada?
1805 	 vol 12, no 3 (Aug 1986): 130-131
1814 	 vol 12, no 2 (Aug 1986): 131-136
1815 	 vol 15, no 2 (May 1989): 74-82
1815 	 vol 12, no 2 (May 1986): 85-90
1824 	 vol 14, no 2 (May 1988): 66-72
1838 	 vol 15, no 4 (Fall 1990): 183-186.
1839 	 vol 14, no 1 (Feb 1988): 38

Two lists, the first of 3,879 emigrants, 
employees and seamen who died and 
were buried at Grosse Ile quarantine 
station in 1847, and the second of 4,429 
emigrants who died on board ships 
either at sea or in quarantine at Grosse 
Ile, were published in Charbonneau 
and Dube’s A Register of Deceased 
Persons at Sea and on Grosse Ile in 1847. 
The information in these lists was 
taken from reports published in the 
Quebec Morning Chronicle newspaper 
and other sources.

Many small coastal community 
newspapers in Newfoundland also 
published lists of vessels arriving 
and departing along with lists of the 
passengers. Gertrude Crosbie has 
compiled a series of books extracting 
passenger lists and vital records from 
Newfoundland newspapers.

Newspapers in the 1800s often listed 
those who stayed in the local hotels and 
those for whom there was uncollected 
mail. Personal columns listed people 
who were searching for family 
members. For example, numerous 

entries regarding the Irish in Canada 
may be found in the five volume set 
The Search for Missing Friends: Irish 
Immigrant Advertisements Placed in 
the Boston Pilot (1831-1865), edited by 
Harris and O’Keeffe. Although this 
paper was published in Boston in the 
United States it included entries for 
immigrants across North America.

Religious, Fraternal, and Ethnic 
Newspaper Sources
Religious denominations, fraternal 
societies, and particular ethnic groups 
published their own newspapers. In 
addition, religious, fraternal, and 
ethnic parades and celebrations were 
noted in local newspapers.

For example, in the early 1840s many 
Irish immigrants belonged to repeal 
societies dedicated to repealing 
the Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland. Membership lists of the 
repeal societies published in local 
newspapers often give specific origins 
of Irish immigrants who belonged 
to the societies. For further detail 
regarding repeal society lists, see 
Kyle J. Betit’s article “Irish Repeal 
Societies in North America,” in The 
Irish At Home and Abroad.

Canadian religious denominations 
published newspapers such as 
The Church (Anglican), Christian 
Guardian (Wesleyan Methodist), 
Presbyterian Record, Catholic Record, 
Catholic Register and Christian 
Messenger (Baptist). The Wesleyan 
Methodist Church and the Methodist 
Episcopal Church each had its own 
weekly newspaper; other Methodist 
branches published papers as well. 
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The Christian Guardian, established 
in 1829, served the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church. The Canada 
Christian Advocate, established in 
1845 and discontinued in 1884, served 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. A 
series of abstracts from Methodist 
papers have been published. They 
include many marriage and death 
notices for Methodists who came 
from Ireland to Canada, and in some 
cases indicate origins in Ireland.

Christian Guardian
William D. Reid. Death Notices of 
Ontario. Lambertville, NJ: Hunterdon 
House, 1980.   (Includes notices from 
the Christian Guardian dating 1829-
1835, Jan.-Apr. 1843). 

Donald A. McKenzie. Death Notices 
from the Christian Guardian, 1836-
1850. Lambertville, NJ: Hunterdon 
House, 1982. 

Donald A. McKenzie. Death Notices 
from the Christian Guardian, 1851-
1860. Lambertville, NJ: Hunterdon 
House, 1984. 

Donald A. McKenzie. Obituaries from 
Ontario’s Christian Guardian, 1861-
1870. Lambertville, NJ: Hunterdon 
House, 1988.

Donald A. McKenzie. Obituaries 
from Ontario’s Christian Guardian, 
1873-1880. Self-published, 1995. 2nd 
edition. Toronto: Global Heritage 
Press, 2007.

Donald A. McKenzie. Obituaries 
from Ontario’s Christian Guardian, 

1884-1890. Toronto: Global Heritage 
Press, 2005, 2007. 

Donald A. McKenzie. More Notices from 
Ontario’s Methodist Papers, 1858-1872. 
Lambertville, NJ: Hunterdon House, 
1993. (Includes notices from papers of the 
Primitive Methodists and Bible Christians, 
as well as death data, 1871-1872, from The 
Christian Guardian).

Donald A. McKenzie. More Notices 
from Ontario’s Methodist Papers, 
1873-1884. Self-published c 1997. 2nd 
edition. Toronto: Global Heritage 
Press, 2007. 

Canada Christian Advocate
Donald A. McKenzie. More Notices 
from Methodist Papers, 1830-1857. 
Lambertville, NJ: Hunterdon House, 
1986. (Includes birth notices, 1830-
1857, from 5 different papers; marriage 
notices from 4 Methodist papers, 
primarily from the Canada Christian 
Advocate; and death notices, primarily 
from the Canada Christian Advocate.)

Donald A. McKenzie. Death Notices 
from the Canada Christian Advocate, 
1858-1872. Lambertville, NJ: 
Hunterdon House, 1992.

Donald A. McKenzie. Obituaries 
from Christian Guardian Advocate, 
1873-1884. Self-published, c1999. 2nd 
edition. Toronto: Global Heritage 
Press, 2007.

Obituaries and Notices of Death 
A detailed obituary may provide 
the ancestor’s age, date and place of 
birth, name(s) of spouses along with 
dates and places of marriage, a list 

of their children with spouses and 
children along with their present 
residences. Names of brothers and 
sisters and their spouses along with 
their residences give further clues for 
tracing the family.

Well prepared obituaries also list 
church affiliation, names of clubs and 
organizations to which the deceased 
belonged, the cause of death and 
place of burial. If there is not a formal 
obituary check the “Local News” or 
“Provincial Deaths.”

“Notice to Creditors” advertisements 
alert one to the records of deceased 
persons that will be found in the 
Surrogate Court. Many people who 
may not have had formal obituaries 
may be remembered on the first 
anniversary of death under the 
“Memoriams” column. “Memorials” 
were testimonials written by people 
other than family members and by 
organizations. Listings in this column 
may continue for many years.

Strategies
Create a time line for each ancestor. 
Then develop a newspaper search plan 
to see just how much can be learned 
about these ancestors. It is often 
helpful to begin by looking for the 
ancestor’s obituary since this provides 
many details useful in searching for 
other newspaper records.

Piece together the life of each ancestor. 
Start with a birth announcement. 
This could be in the classified section 
where a fee was paid to say “the wife 
of ____had a son on Tuesday” or it 
could be a more detailed account in 
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the “Local Column.” Watch for a list 
of baptisms in the “Church News.” 
Once the child starts school there 
could be yearly lists of those who wrote 
exams and what grades they received. 
Read the write-ups about concerts, 
sports days and graduations. Watch 
the “Local News” for those who went 
away to further their education or get 
jobs. Keep watching for graduation 
and job promotions. Next may 
come engagement announcements, 
reports and possibly pictures about 
the wedding, followed by a “Card of 
Thanks.” Note new addresses.

Future items to watch for include birth 
announcements of children, write-ups 
about major wedding anniversaries 
such as the tenth, twenty-fifth, fortieth, 
fiftieth and more. Pay particular 
attention to the names of children and 
grandchildren and where they are living. 
If divorce was part of the family history 
mention may be made on the front page 
of the newspaper.

If the family stayed in the community 
there will likely be ongoing 
information about their life in the 
community. Note what organizations 
they belonged to, role they played in 
civil affairs, and whether they were 
members of the military. If ancestors 
lived on farms check the accounts of 
the annual fairs and exhibitions. If the 
family was in business look for copies 
of the advertisements to see when the 
business was established and how it 
changed over the years. Prominent 
people may also be written about in 
the editorial columns.

Sometimes a notation will be found at 
the end of a news item or death notice 

stating, for example, “Peterborough 
and Arthur newspapers please copy.” 
This suggests people living in those 
localities, such as relatives or old 
neighbours, would be interested in the 
news item about the family.

Not all ancestors died peacefully in 
their sleep of old age. Those who were 
killed or committed suicide likely 
were front page news items. These 
accounts would give details about their 
lives and the lives of their families. 
The religious press would likely 
have graphic details if alcohol was 
involved. Watch for the accounts of 
the inquest. Other ancestors may have 
been involved in criminal activities. 
The crimes were likely front page 
news while the subsequent court cases 
would be reported in “Court News.” 
Further comments may be found in 
the “Editorial” and “Letters to the 
Editor” sections.

Newspaper Indexes
Indexes to newspaper articles and to 
birth, marriage and death records 
in newspapers make searching for 
genealogical data much easier. Library 
and Archives Canada published 
Checklist of Indexes to Canadian 
Newspapers, compiled by Sandra 
Burrows and Franceen Gaudet. 
Since that time many individuals, 
genealogical societies and archives 
have produced more indexes. Contact 
a genealogical society or public library 
close to the ancestral home to see if 
there are indexes for newspapers in 
their area. Elizabeth Barclay-Lapointe’s 
Sourcing Canada: Genealogy Addresses 
-Edition 1997 lists addresses, telephone 
and fax numbers, e-mail and web site 

addresses for genealogical societies, 
public and church archives, libraries, 
historical societies and museums.

Many newspaper indexes and 
articles about indexes appear in 
the periodicals of family history 
societies. The Periodical Source 
Index (PERSI), compiled by the Allen 
County (Indiana) Public Library, 
indexes family history periodicals 
and is available on CD-ROM.

Some indexes of particular value cover 
many newspapers in the Atlantic 
provinces of Canada for an extended 
period of time:
• 	 Gertrude Crosbie’s series of 

three books for Newfoundland 
(1831-1872).

• 	 Terrence M. Punch’s two-volume 
Nova Scotia Vital Statistics From 
Newspapers (1769-1812, 1813-1822).

• 	 Jean M. Holder’s series of 
seven books for Nova Scotia 
(1823-1854).

• New Brunswick Genealogical 
Society’s 5-volume New Brunswick 
Vital Statistics From Newspapers 
1735-1834.

• Daniel F. Johnson’s 65-volume 
series Vital Statistics From 
New Brunswick Newspapers 
(1835-1888). 

Addresses
Library and Archives Canada: 395 
Wellington St., Ottawa, ON K1A 
0N4, Canada; Tel: (613) 995-9481; 
Fax: (613) 943-1112.
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Crosbie, Gertrude, compiler. 
Vital Statistics and Items From 
the Newfoundlander of St John’s, 
Newfoundland from 1854-1870. St John’s: 
Maritime History Archives, 1980. 

Council of Head Librarians of New 
Brunswick. New Brunswick Newspaper 
Directory 1783-1996. Repertoire des 
journaux du Nouveau Brunswick 
1783-1996. 2nd ed. Fredericton, NB: 
Council of Head Librarians, 	 1996. 

Ellison, Suzanne. Historical Directory 
of Newfoundland and Labrador 
Newspapers 1807-1987. St. John’s: 
Queen Elizabeth II Library, Memorial 
University of Newfoundland, 1997. 

Gilchrist, J. Brian. “Ontario 
Newspapers,” The Irish At Home and 
Abroad 2 (4) (1994/95): 143-145.

Gilchrist, J. Brian. The Inventory of 
Ontario Newspapers 1793-1986. Toronto: 
Micromedia, 1987. 

Hanowski, Laura and John Marley, ed. 
and comp. Births, Deaths, Marriages 
from Regina Newspapers 1883-1889. 
Regina: Saskatchewan Genealogical 
Society, 1990. 

Hanowski, Laura and John Marley, ed. 
and comp. Births, Deaths, Marriages 
from Regina Newspapers 1890-1899.  
Regina: Saskatchewan Genealogical 
Society, 1990. 

Harris, Ruth-Ann M. and B. Emer 
O’Keeffe, eds. The Search  For  
Missing  Friends:  Irish  Immigrant 
Advertisements Placed in the Boston 
Pilot. Vol. 1 1831-1850; Vol. 2 1851-1853; 
Vol. 3 1854-1856; Vol. 4 1857-1860; Vol. 

5 1861-1865. Boston: New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, 
1989-1996. 

Holder, Jean M., editor.  Nova Scotia 
Vital Statistics From Newspapers 
1823-1828. Halifax: Genealogical 
Committee Nova Scotia Historical 
Society, 1978. 

Holder, Jean M., editor, assisted by 
Grace L. Hubley. Nova Scotia Vital 
Statistics From Newspapers 1829-1834. 
Halifax: Genealogical Association of 
Nova Scotia Historical Society, 1982. 

Holder, Jean M., compiler, assisted 
by Grace L. Hubley. Nova Scotia Vital 
Statistics From Newspapers 1835-1839. 
Halifax: Genealogical Association of 
Nova Scotia Historical Society, 1984. 

Holder, Jean M., compiler, assisted by 
Grace L. Hubley. Nova Scotia Vital 
Statistics From Newspapers 1840-1843. 
Halifax: Genealogical Association of 
Nova Scotia Historical Society, 1985. 

Holder, Jean M., compiler, assisted 
by Grace L. Hubley and Helen D. 
Gross. Nova Scotia Vital Statistics 
From Newspapers  184-1847. Halifax: 
Genealogical Association of Nova 
Scotia, 1986. 

Holder, Jean M., compiler, assisted 
by Helen D. Gross. Nova Scotia Vital 
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Statistics From Newspapers 1852-1854.  
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Small Town Newspapers 

When most genealogists think 
of newspapers they think of 

searching for obituaries or for look-
ing for an article about an unusual 
death. Newspapers also provide 
background information about the 
community where your ancestors 
lived, economic conditions, weather 
conditions and, if you are fortunate, 
daily events in the lives of the people 
in the community. Small town news-
papers also have items about the 
travels of people who live there and 
the people who came to visit. 

My grandfather Thomas J. (Mac) 
McNevin, the youngest of eight 
children, was born in Ohio in 
1879. He moved with his family to 
homestead near Morris, Minnesota, 
in 1885. He moved to Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, in 1902, where he became 
interested in advertising. By 1909, he 
was living in Wild Horse, Colorado, 
engaged in a real estate business that 
he and his brother-in-law Daniel J. 
Campbell, had in Kansas, Colorado 
and Minnesota. Mac started the Wild 
Horse Times in 1909 and sold it when 
he moved away in 1917. He started 
the newspaper to promote the area 
around Wild Horse as a good place to 
do dry irrigation farming. He worked 
hard to promote the area even as the 
newspaper reported on the people 
who sold out and moved away.   

Like many newspapers of the period, 
there was a column called “Local 
and Personal Happenings” subtitled 
“Items of General Interest Gathered 
In and Around Wild Horse.” As 
a genealogist, I have found these 
columns to be very useful. Mac 

Finding Leads in Small Town Papers
by Alison Clare Emery

wrote about the Woodsmen dances, 
the literary society, dinner parties, 
whist games, oyster dinners and 
other social events. He recorded 
the visits of travelling preachers and 
priests, dentists and photographers. 
From these records I was able to date 
my mother’s baptism and her first 
photograph with my grandmother 
Freda Alm McNevin. Mac also 
recorded that he was the first 
postmaster in the area who had 
to take the Civil Service test. He 
replaced his father-in-law, August 
Alm, as postmaster in 1914.

In seeking to research the reasons 
why my McNevin grandparents 
moved, I focused on the economic 
and weather reports Mac published 
in the paper. Wild Horse is located 
in Eastern Colorado, a very dry area. 
Over time, Mac reported on the 
lack of snow which led to the lack of 
water for crops and people. The dry 
irrigation methods he had learned 
about through the promotions of 
James J. and Louis Hill depended on 
moisture in the soil. There was only 
one snow storm during the winter of 
1915-1916, a blizzard on March 31st. As 
the area became dryer the farmers 
moved away and the cattle ranches 
became larger. It was very interesting 
to read about who sold out and who 
bought their land.

In researching the McNevin family 
of Morris, Minnesota, I had very 
little information in the beginning. 
I had names for all the children and 
most of their spouses. Morris had 
two newspapers, the Morris Tribune 
and the Morris Sun. In these two 
newspapers I found the wedding 

notices of four of the children; 
the last wedding notice was for 
my grandparents. In October 1913, 
Mac sent the article from the Wild 
Horse Times and the Morris Tribune 
reprinted it, adding a few comments 
of their own.
 
An 1894 wedding notice revealed that 
Mac’s oldest sister Elizabeth had 
been married before as her name was 
Elizabeth O’Leary. A check of the 1893 
Saint Paul City Directory showed her 
as the widow of John O’Leary living 
with her sister Margaret and brother-
in-law James Carey. With this 
newspaper and directory information, 
I was able to research the census 
records to find them. 

The Morris newspapers recorded the 
life story of Mac’s sister Alice who 
had married Edward See in Morris 
in 1889. They had three children. 
Edward See passed away in November 
1897; their son passed away a month 
later. The January 18, 1900, issue of 
the Morris Sun reported that Alice 
See and Frank Collins would marry 
in Seattle, Washington, that week. 
The January 14, 1905, Morris Tribune 
reported the death of Mrs. Frank 
Collins in Seattle, Washington.  
With this information and an old 
family letter about her grave site 
I was able to locate the records in 
Washington state about her. 

Later, I had to prove to a fellow 
genealogist that his John McNevin 
was the same John McNevin on my 
family tree. He wanted proof that 
John had siblings. John lived in Saint 
Paul and died in January 1920 in an 
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accident in the Great Northern Rail 
Way shops. His obituary in the Saint 
Paul Dispatch listed only his wife 
and children. However, the Morris 
Tribune had a small piece on how 
Elizabeth was called to Saint Paul by 
the tragic death of her brother John 
McNevin in an accident in the Great 
Northern Rail Way shops. Other 
records connected Elizabeth to the 
rest of the siblings.

In researching family in Washington 
County, Minnesota, I wanted to 
know why my great grandfather’s 
brother Ole Alm had left his Forest 
Lake farm and gone west to work 
around 1900. Family lore said that 
he died in Washington state. We had 
never discovered more information 
about him. Forest Lake did not have 
a newspaper at that time so I read 
the Stillwater Gazette looking for 
articles about a drought or low farm 
prices. In the 1899 newspapers I saw 
a small piece about his estate being 
probated. Through the historical 
society, which had all the probate 
records for Washington County, I 
accessed his probate records and the 
records for the rest of the family. I 
then went back through the Stillwater 
Gazette looking for the monthly news 
from Forest Lake. I found a piece 
about him going west, about letters 
being sent home from the railroad 
camp along the Snake River, and a 
little piece that news had come from 
Portland, Oregon, about his death. I 
plan to search more in the Stillwater 
Gazette to find anything about my 
McNevin grandparents’ honeymoon 
trip to Forest Lake so that Mac could 
meet her family.

THE COUNTRY EDITOR

He might have been a millionaire
And won financial fame, 

Or sat in a director’s chair 
Had money been his aim; 

He chose instead to spend his years 
In service poorly paid, 

And with the paste pot and the shears 
A humble living made.

 He chronicled the town’s events 
The local goings-on, 

His fellow townsmen’s hopes and bents 
Inspired his lexicon;

 He felt the public pulse that beat
 Around him, and he tried 

To make his little country sheet
 A thing of local pride.

 Unselfishly, with all his heart 
He strove but to upbuild 

His town, of which he was a part,
 With great ambition filled.

 He spoke well of his fellow men 
He praised when praise was due:

He wielded but a kindly pen
And no reward he drew.

	 From the front page of the Wild 
Horse Times, October 21, 1915. 
My grandpa Thomas Joseph 
McNevin was the founder, 
editor and publisher of The 
Wild Horse Times. He wrote 
poetry and we believe that he 
wrote this poem. In Wild Horse, 
his nickname was “Mayor Mac” 
because he worked so hard to 
promote the area. 

Alison Clare Emery has a degree in 
American History with an emphasis 
in American 
I m m i g r a n t 
History from 
the University of 
Minnesota. Her 
interest in old 
newspapers comes 
from her father 
and brother, 
j o u r n a l i s m 
historians Edwin 
and Michael Emery. She loves finding 
newspaper articles, probate records and 
census records that support the oral 
histories passed along in her family.  

It took a long time to comb through 
old newspapers. The small articles 
were not always separated from each 
other very well. It took time to figure 
out the pattern used by daily papers 
to report news from nearby towns. It 
in the end, it was worth it. I learned 
details about their individual lives 
which led me to other records for 
further research. I also had the 
social and historical background I 
needed to make my family history 
book interesting.
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Michael, We Hardly Knew Ye
by Kathy Lund

Michael James Walsh, my paternal 
grandmother’s brother, had died 

three years before I was born. No one 
ever mentioned him. My grandmother 
had died in 1909 when my father was 
five years old. I did know two of their 
sisters: my great-aunts Minnie and Ag, 
who lived on Pershing Road, formerly 
39th Street, in the Brighton Park neigh-
borhood of Chicago.

The burial plot card from Mount 
Olivet Cemetery showed most of the 
Walsh family members: parents James 
and Mary, my grandmother Maud 
O’Hearn and an unnamed baby, Mary 
(Minnie), Elizabeth, Martin, Agnes, 
and a mysterious Mary Walsh, who was 
buried on 9 December 1935.1  Could she 
have been a wife or a cousin? A check 
of the Cook County death index did 
not show a Mary Walsh’s death at the 
appropriate date.

The 1900 census revealed that Michael, 
a bartender, had been married for four 
years although he was enumerated 
with his parents and siblings – no 
wife. Perhaps the mysterious Mary 
was his wife. The 1910 census listed 
Michael, a switchman, as a single man; 
his elder sister Minnie was head of the 
household. In the 1920 census, Michael 
was a widowed switchman heading his 
siblings’ household. By 1930, there were 
only three siblings in the home: Michael 
and the two great-aunts whom I knew in 
the 1940s and 1950s. 2 When had Michael 
died and where was he buried?

Locating information on a Michael or a 
Mary Walsh in the city of Chicago is a 
gargantuan task! I thought that a search 
of death notices and obituaries around 
the date of the mysterious burial would 

help. An obituary for Michael Walsh 
appeared in the Chicago Tribune on 
Saturday, 7 December 1935.3     He was 
the mysterious “Mary!” The ink was 
smeared and shadowed on the edges, 
but “beloved husband of the late J…” 
was clear. Later I was able to access 
the text on Ancestry.com: Michael’s 
wife was Julia. With this information 
I looked for his death record.4   It 
stated that Michael was the widower 
of Julia Walsh.

Chicago has a huge population but 
fortunately it also has indexes. The 
Illinois Secretary of State has an online 
marriage index through 1900. There 
I found Michael’s marriage license in 
1894, two years earlier than expected.5  
Father M. P. Dowling of Holy Family 
Church had married Michael Walsh, 
aged 23 years, and Julia Murphy, aged 31 
years, on 11 April 1894. Great! Murphy 
and Walsh in Chicago! At least “Julia” 
would be distinctive. Note the disparity 
in the ages of the groom and bride. 

While Catholic Church records usually 
give the parents’ names, the only 
additional clues on the Holy Family 
record were the names of the witnesses: 
James Regan and Maggie Byrnes, both 
connected to the Walsh family.6  

Who was Julia Murphy Walsh and 
what had become of her? If Michael and 
Julia had been married for four years 
by 1900, had she died in the 1898-1900 
period? A search of the death index for 
Cook County showed only one possible 
candidate, a 44-year-old who had died on 
31 October 1897. She had been buried at 
Calvary Cemetery in Evanston, Illinois, 
a Chicago Archdiocesan location. The 

burial record there showed a Michael 
Welch as the plot owner but the only 
other burial was a Maurice Welsh 
buried in 1916, no relation as far as was 
known. A tedious search of the death 
records for the time period turned up 
no other candidate although many of 
the “Ws” were missing. I made further 
searches in city directories in Chicago 
for the years just prior to the marriage, 
in baptismal records of Holy Family, 
and in census records for several Julia 
Murphy possibilities. Nothing jelled. 

Plugging the name into an Ancestry.
com news search brought up an obituary 
from 1904. Elements there fit. 

Walsh – Julia, wife of Michael, 
3736 Albany av. Funeral Dec. 3, at 
St. Agnes church, thence to Mt. 
Olivet. Member of St. Fidelis court 
No. 195. W.C.O.F and Chicago 
council of White Cross No. 11.7 

Saint Agnes was the neighborhood 
church, Albany Avenue was around 
the corner from 39th Street, and Mt. 
Olivet was the south-side cemetery. 
Unfortunately the cemetery had no 
record of this burial anywhere near 
this date. A Cook County death record 
was found.8   Prior to 1916 these were 
rudimentary undertakers’ reports. Her 
birthplace was Ireland and her death 
date was 30 November 1904. The report 
said she had lived in Illinois 30 years, was 
40 years old, died of pneumonia, and 
was retired. No informant was listed. 
One salient fact: she was divorced! The 
typed word was crossed out but then 
handwritten above it. This Julia is a 
likely candidate.
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Taking a chance, I paid for a search of 
the Cook County Circuit Court Index of 
Divorces and hit gold! Julia Walsh had 
filed for divorce from Michael Walsh in 
July1899!9   The case file was extremely 
informative. Julia A. Murphy had been 
widowed and had a daughter Mamie 
Turner. Apparently, the deceased Mr. 
Turner had owned a tavern which Julia 
inherited. After marrying Michael, she 
had employed him. According to her 
sworn complaint, he had embezzled 
money intended for vendors and used 
it for his own purposes, including 
additions to his father’s home and a 
piano for his sisters. He had been drunk 
and physically abusive to Julia, punching 
her in the face, pushing her down, and 
even throwing a pool ball at her. Several 
witnesses, including daughter Mamie, 
testified to these actions. Originally, 
Julia did not ask for alimony, but upon 
hearing Michael was working for the 
Sherwin and Williams Paint Company 
for sixty dollars a month, she applied 
in 1901 but was denied. She took out 
an injunction against Michael when he 
apparently came to her establishment 
and threatened to “shoot the top of her 
head off and set fire to her home and 
business.” It was granted in July 1901.

Conclusions and further discovery
It is difficult reconcile this behavior with 
that of the surviving family members 
that I knew, but Aunts Minnie and Ag 
did have a player piano in their living 
room! The survivors did not choose 
to acknowledge that Michael had been 
divorced.
Where is Julia buried? 
Who was her first husband? 
Can she be found prior to her first 
marriage?

Endnotes
1  	 Cemetery Plot Card for Block 22, 

Lot 145: Mount Olivet Cemetery, 
Chicago, Cook County, Illinois; in 
possession of the author, 1993.

2   	 Federal Censuses 1900- 1930: 
National Archives; digitized on 
Ancestry.com.
•	 1900: T623, IL, Cook, Chicago: 

Enumeration District 858, 
page 8421, sheet 8A.

•	 1910: T624, IL. Cook Chicago: 
Enumeration District 294, 
page (obscured), sheet 9A.

•	 1920: T625_308; Page: 11A; 
Enumeration District: 260; 
Image: 274.

•	 1930: Roll 435; Page: 12A; 
Enumeration District: 480; 
Image: 856.

3  	 Arlington Heights Library, 
Arlington Heights, Cook County, 
Illinois:  Microfilm of the Chicago 
Tribune newspaper, 7 December 
1935, p. 22, col. 8; seen 2 July 2001.

4  	 Chicago Illinois Death Certificates 
1916-1945: Illinois Board of Public 
Health Archives; filmed by the 
Family History Library; microfilm 
# 1926799: certificates # 32,501-
35,000 in 1935; #32710.

5  	 Marriage license of Michael J. 
Walsh and Julia A. Murphy:  
Illinois Regional Archives 
Depository, Chicago, Illinois; 
license no. 216198.    

6  	 Marriage Records of Holy 
Family Church, Chicago, Illinois: 
microfilmed by the Family History 
Library, Salt Lake City, Utah; 

microfilm # 1704694, items 3 -4 , 11 
April 1894.   

7  	 Chicago Tribune death notice 2 
December 1904: Ancestry.com 
Newspaper Collection; archived at 
?htx=View&r=an&dbid=50000&
iid=405364751&fn=Julia&ln=W
alsh&st=d&ssrc=&pid=1325335>. 
The Illinois Statewide Death Index 
online mistakenly lists Julia Walsh’s 
death date as 1904-12-30. This is an 
obvious error as her obituary ran 
on 2 December 1904 and her death 
record clearly states date of death as 
30 November 1904.

8  	 Undertaker’s report of death for 
Mrs. Julia Walsh: Record of the 
Illinois State Board of Health, 
#24001.

9  	 Packet G-198194, D-17 H-16, 
Walsh vs. Walsh: Records of 
Circuit Court of Cook County, 
Illinois; dated July 1899 - July 1901.

Kathy Lund has almost 100% Irish 
ancestry. She has been a member of IGSI 
since 1993 and 
served terms as 
its Treasurer, 2nd 
Vice-president, 
and President. 
She was a Director 
on the Minnesota 
G e n e a l o g i c a l 
Society Board 
for eight years. 
Currently she 
is responsible for staffing the library 
and volunteers there on Irish Day. Her 
research may never be finished!
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“With the newspaper strike on, I 
wouldn’t consider dying.”
~Bette Davis
 

Searching the web for newspaper ar-
chives stored online is like going to 

the woods to search for mushrooms, lost 
buttons, and buried treasure. We’re not 
looking in the same places, some things 
are almost impossible to find, and some 
pop up where least expected.

Searching Newspaper Archives
Quite simply, newspapers contemporary 
to the lives of our ancestors tell us what 
was important in their lives at a particular 
place and time—in national events of 
wars and elections, in local events of lost 
cows and a circus coming to town, and 
in individual events of marriages and 
deaths—and so much more.

Often obituaries are the first things 
we look for. These can be found in 
collections such as Interment.net on 
the Internet, in libraries with archives 
of local death notices, and in items cut 
out of the newspaper by family members 
and saved through the years. Looking 
only at an obituary, however, separates a 
person from the daily circumstances of 
his or her life. 

Sometimes the only way to learn what 
was going on locally, according to 
the newspapers, is to find a paper on 
microfilm and go through it reel by reel, 
searching for mention of our ancestors. 
If we’re lucky, the paper is near where we 
live or is available through interlibrary 
loan. Sometimes it’s necessary to travel 
to a repository. However, we are seeing 
more newspapers digitized and made 
available online.

Finding Newspaper Archives 
Online
As we might expect, fee-based 
newspaper archives are easiest to use. 
Sophisticated search engines let us 
search for surnames, occupations, towns 
and combinations of all of them. Some of 
the most popular fee-based services are 
Ancestry.com, NewspaperArchive.com, 
Paper of Record and World Newspaper 
Archive.

Free sources of newspapers online are 
all over the map—literally. Sometimes 
a town library has archived images of 
every local paper since the first one was 
established in the area, or a larger city 
library or college may offer collections 
covering a broader geographic area; 
they may house a specific collection 
of newspapers concerning a business 
important to the region or a famous 
local personality. 

In addition to specific collections, 
such as obituaries, that are available 
separately from the paper of origin, 
we find collections of newspapers that 
apply to an historical event, the Illinois 
Civil War Newspapers <http://dig.
l ib.n iu .edu/c wnewspapers/index.
html>, for example. A particular event 
or timeline may be highlighted from 
the varying regional perspectives of 
different newspapers.

Several sources offer finding aids 
to discover where online newspaper 
archives are stored. A good place to 
start is by checking Cyndi’s List <http://
www.cyndislist.com/newspapr.htm> to 
see if there is a paper directly related to 
the area you are researching.

Finding Your Family in the “Papers”
by Kathleen O’Malley Strickland

When using the free archives on 
the ‘Net, tailor the search to extract 
every possible bit of information from 
each likely source. This works when 
researching people, historical events, 
and time-specific descriptions of things 
such as occupations, the cost of living, 
and local happenings—county fairs 
and elections, for instance.

Using Historical Newspapers 
Online
Below are three listings of free online 
newspapers:
•	 Historical Newspapers Online 

http://gethelp.library.upenn.edu/
guides/hist/onlinenewspapers.
html

•	 ICON: International Coalition on 
Newspapers http://icon.crl.edu/
digitization.htm

•	 Free Newspaper Archives in the 
U.S. http://freenewspaperarchives.
us/

To illustrate the differences, I’ll check 
for Iowa newspapers that may mention 
my Irish ancestor Charles M. Patterson. 
Patterson is a very common name in 
Iowa, so finding a newspaper where he 
lived could help me separate him out 
from so many other Iowa Pattersons.

Charles Patterson was born in Canada 
to parents who emigrated from Ireland. 
This is about all I know about him, 
except that he worked as a mason and 
had some connection to the village of 
Sumner, Iowa. I checked each archive 
in the list to see if I could find anything 
helpful.
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Working with OCR Results 
“I think I understand what military fame is: to be killed on the field of battle and 
have your name misspelled in the newspapers.” 
~Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman

According to Wikipedia, OCR—
Optical Character Recognition—is “the 
mechanical or electronic translation 
of scanned images of handwritten, 
typewritten or printed text into 
machine-encoded text.” When searching 
through online newspapers that have 
been digitized to the Internet, mistakes 
in the OCR search function are legion. 
For instance, calling up “Patterson” in 
the Sumner, Iowa, newspaper search 
function returns a bewildering set of 
snippets such as, “Patterson know that 
if he foil he would bo instantly torn…” 
While garbled in the search result, the 
actual linked newspaper image appears 
and reveals that Patterson was attacked 
by a panther and “knew if he fell he 
would be instantly torn…”

OCR foibles make it worthwhile to 
search for various spellings of surnames 
of interest and finding a story-in-
the-making leads to long stretches of 
newspaper reading. 

My Charles Patterson, the brick mason, 
opened up a brickyard in Sumner, and 
his progress in establishing it and then 
firing it up to make brick was closely 
followed in the local paper. I read the 
local news sections over the course of a 
year and learned how kilns were built 
and what kind of workers were hired 
to maintain a brickyard, how much the 
brickyard owner earned in a year, and 
where Charles lived before he came to 
Sumner. The paper also reported that 
he and his family moved to Fayette, 
Iowa, after leaving Sumner. 

Comparing Collections
Historical Newspapers Online has a list of 13 Iowa newspaper collections, with 
links:

Adams County Free Press	 1876-2000
Altoona Public Library Newspaper Archives	 1890-2000
Buffalo Center Tribune Archives	 1894-2006
Carroll County Library Archives	 1884-2009
Cedar Rapids Library Archives	 1857-1998
Clinton Evening News	 1880-1899
Clinton Morning Age	 1894-1904
Glenwood Public Library Newspaper Archives	 1864-1987
Mills County Newspaper Archives	 1864-2004
The Moravia Union	 1911-2006
Polk County (Altoona) Newspapers	 1890-2000
Sioux County Newspaper Archives	 1872-2007
Sumner Library (Bremer County) Newspaper Archives	 1881-2008
(Bingo! Sumner is exactly what I need.)

ICON lists three free-access collections of archived Iowa papers, but not the Sumner 
Library archives:

Adams County Newspaper Archives
Cedar Rapids Public Library Newspaper Archives	 1857-present
Charles City Daily Press	 1930, 1931, 2007	

Free Newspaper Archives in the U.S., in their subheading “Midwest,” offers nine 
newspapers from Iowa, but again, not the Sumner collection:

Adams County Newspaper Archives	 1876-2000
Cedar Rapids Library Newspaper Archives	 1857-1998
Charles City Daily Press, Floyd County	 1930-1931
Sioux County Newspaper Archives	 1872-2000
Des Moines Newspaper Archives	 1970-2007
Malvern and Mills County Archives	 1864-2002
Carroll Newspaper Archives	 1884-2007
Buffalo Center Tribune	 1894-2003

It’s important to check as many collections as we can to find available newspaper 
archives. Looking through the lists above, none is comprehensive for Iowa, although 
each offers listings of archived newspapers from throughout the state.
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My article for this quarter was 
going to cover a county in the 

Republic of Ireland. However, after 
obtaining a copy of the CD resource 
Researching Derry & Londonderry 
Ancestors, I changed the focus to 
County Derry.

The terms Londonderry and Derry are 
used for both the city and county. In this 
article the name Derry will be used. 

Library staff at both the Central Library 
in the city of Derry and the Coleraine 
Library provided information about 
their local history collections. Their help 
in preparing this article and reviewing it 
is most appreciated. 

Books and CDs
There is no comprehensive how-to book 
for researching County Derry ancestors. 
As with the other counties in Ireland, 
Michael C. O’Laughlin has compiled a 
small publication concerning aspects of 
genealogy relative to County Derry. 
•	 O’Laughlin, Michael C. County 

Derry (Londonderry) Ireland, 
Genealogy & Family History, 
special extracts from the IGF 
archives, Kansas City, MO: 
IrishGenealogical Foundation, 
2001. This 50 page book gives 
a cursory overview of limited 
genealogical resources for County 
Derry. See the editorial review for 
this book at <www.amazon.com>. 

•	 Mitchell, Brian. County 
Londonderry: Sources for Family 
History. Derry, Northern Ireland: 
Genealogy Centre, 1992. This 28 
page book is now out of print. 
Mitchell does an excellent job of 
listing sources pertaining to County 

Derry. He includes historical 
background, a list of graveyards, 
details about school records, 
and several maps including ones 
showing civil parish boundaries, 
Catholic parish boundaries, and 
Presbyterian congregations. This 
book is available in many libraries, 
including the IGSI collection, or 
through interlibrary loan.

 
Other published resources include:
•	 Hill, George (1810-1900). Rev. Hill 

wrote a four volume work entitled 
The Conquest of Ireland, an historical 
and genealogical account of the 
plantation in Ulster, Kansas City, 
MO: Irish Genealogical Foundation, 
2004. The third volume of this set 
is Londonderry Ireland Lands and 
Families. According to information 
in the editorial review at <www.
amazon.com>, it is important 
to historical and genealogical 
researchers. This work is part of the 
IGSI research collection.

 
•	 Curl, James Stevens. The 

Londonderry Plantation, 1609-1914, 
Chichester, West Sussex, England: 
Phillimore & Co Ltd, 1986. This 
book is out of print but is part of 
the IGSI collection.

•	 O’Brien, Gerard and William 
Nolan, editors. Derry and 
Londonderry History and Society, 
Dublin: Geography Publications, 
1999. The various chapters, which 
are written by different authors, 
include information relative to 
the history of County Derry 
from medieval times to the 20th 
century.  Two chapters of note are 
“Emigration from Derry: A study 

Local Genealogical Resources for 
County Derry, Northern Ireland
by Judith Eccles Wight, AG

Kathleen Strickland, an IGSI member, is 
an editor and writer living outside Chicago, 
Illinois. Her  
grandmothers told 
wonderful family 
stories that set her 
on her quest for 
her roots many 
years ago.

Checking out the “papers” uncovers all 
sorts of genealogical buried treasures. 
The local news items help us understand 
our ancestors’ daily lives, adding 
detail and color to their stories. Their 
appearance in the paper can provide 
just the right nuggets of information to 
trace their journeys and the memorable 
moments in their lives.

Happy New Year

Athbhliain faoi 
mhaise duit
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in source-materials” and “Aspects 
of Poor Law and Workhouse 
administration in Derry, 1838-1948.” 
Available in the IGSI collection.

•	 Ordnance Survey Memoirs of 
Ireland. More than a dozen of 
the 40 volumes of this set discuss 
different parishes and towns for 
County Londonderry. The Memoirs 
were compiled from surveys done 
in the northern half of Ireland 
prior to the Great Famine. Notes 
taken by the surveyors document 
the landscape, buildings, land-
holdings, population, employment, 
and sometimes immigration. 
Occasionally names, which usually 
are not lineage linked, are listed. 
The entire series is available in the 
IGSI collection.

•	 Roulston, William J. Researching 
Scots-Irish Ancestors: The Essential 
Genealogical Guide to Early Modern 
Ulster, 1600-1800, Belfast: Ulster 
Historical Foundation, 2005. 
County Derry is included in the 
province of Ulster. Available in the 
IGSI collection and online.

•	 Macafee, William. Researching 
Derry & Londonderry Ancestors 
(CD), [Ireland]: William 
Macafee, 2010.

	 Macafee, a retired lecturer at 
the University of Ulster, became 
interested in family history 
through his academic studies. In 
2006, he launched a family history 
website that focuses on North 
Antrim <www.billmacafee.com>. 
His new CD, Researching Derry & 
Londonderry Ancestors, expands 

the work he started with North 
Antrim. Read more about the 
CD at <www.billmacafee.com/
derryancestors/derryancestorscd.
htm>. For details about this CD 
and how to order, see <www.
booksireland.org.uk>. 

	 I am impressed with the work done 
by Bill Macafee and contributors 
Terry Eakin, Robert Forrest, 
and Brian Mitchell. Not only has 
he published information about 
various genealogical resources of 
interest to people who have County 
Derry ancestors, but he has also 
included source databases and 
published case studies showing how 
various resources were used to trace 
specific families. This CD is a must 
for County Derry genealogical 
research. It is hoped that others will 
produce similar CD resources for 
the rest of the counties in Ireland.   

Library Resources
Both the Central Library in the city of 
Derry and the Coleraine Library have 
local history collections of interest to 
genealogists.

The Derry Central Library has a 
collection of local history books, many 
of which are found in other libraries 
in the U.S. and abroad. Of particular 
interest are the Derry Almanac and Street 
Directories for various years from 1871 to 
1953. These directories were published 
by the Londonderry Sentinel and list the 
streets of Derry in alphabetical order and 
include the names of the householders. 
LibrariesNI has plans to digitize the 
almanacs. Another unique book in the 
Central Library is A Particular of the 
Houses and Families in Londonderry 

1628, which is the earliest known list of 
householders for this city.  

Other resources found in the Derry 
Central Library include the local 
newspaper collection (Derry Journal, 
Londonderry Sentinel, Derry Standard 
and Belfast Newsletter); a collection of 
maps dating from the Derry Plantation; 
Bennett Street, Greerstown, Craig 
Memorial and Christchurch school 
records; and a vast photographic 
archive. Birth, marriage and death 
entries from the Londonderry Sentinel 
(1829-1869) were abstracted and 
published on a CD-ROM. 

Among the records held by the 
Coleraine Library, which are not listed 
in the online Libraries Northern Ireland 
catalog <www.librariesni.org.uk>, are 
the following:
•	 Newspapers (Coleraine Herald, 

1897-1902; Ballymoney Free Press, 
1870-1934; Ballymoney Times, 1991-
2007; Coleraine Chronicle, 1844-
present; Coleraine Constitution, 
1877-present; and Coleraine Times, 
1991-present)

•	 Newspaper scrapbooks of “The 
Diamond Diary,” a column 
written by Rev. T.H. Mullin that 
includes family and local history 
information

•	 Ordnance Survey maps of County 
Derry and selected maps for 
County Antrim

•	 Protestant and Catholic church 
records for the Borough Council 
areas of Ballycastle, Ballymena, 
Ballymoney, City of Derry, 
Coleraine, Limavady, and 
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Magherafelt. The collection does 
not include all churches in these 
areas.

There are three County Derry 
genealogical/historical periodicals 
that are published, namely, Derriana 
(Derry Diocesan Historical Society), 
South Derry Historical Society Journal, 
and Benbradagh or The Winding Roe 
(Dungiven parish magazine). The last 
mentioned is available online at <www.
benbradagh.com>. 

Museums
Some museums in Ireland contain 
genealogical records. This is true of 
Derry City. Part of the original building 
that housed the Derry workhouse, 
which opened in 1840, is home to the 
Workhouse Museum (on two floors) 
and the Waterside branch of the city 
library.  Artifacts and archives that are 
on display throughout the building 
relate to workhouse life, 19th century 
poverty, and the potato famine. The 
museum hosts temporary and traveling 
exhibitions as well as the Heritage and 
Museum Service’s reminiscence (living 
history) project. 

The Heritage and Museum Service, 
headquartered in the Harbour 
Museum, is responsible for preserving 
the civic records of the Derry City 
Council and its predecessor, the 
Londonderry Corporation. Records 
generated by these groups include 
minute books, correspondence, and 
legal documents. Service also acquires 
and preserves local private collections 
such as business records.  
      

The Harbour Museum also hosts the 
Derry-Londonderry Genealogy Service, 
which covers County Londonderry and 
the Inishowen peninsula of County 
Donegal. An index to the pre-1922 
civil registration records of birth and 
marriage, early baptism and marriage 
records from 38 Catholic parishes, 24 
Church of Ireland parishes, and 35 
Presbyterian congregations, tombstone 
inscriptions for 118 graveyards, and 
census returns and substitute from 1663-
1901 is found on the web site <www.
rootsireland.ie>.   If you have ancestors 
in County Derry and are planning a 
trip there, you can book a free 15 minute 
consultation with the genealogist 
at the Harbour Museum by e-mail 
<genealogy@derrycity.gov.uk>.

For further information about the Derry 
City museums, see their website <http://
w w w.derr yc it y.gov.uk/Museums/
Heritage-and-Museum-Service>.

Judith Eccles Wight is a graduate of 
Brigham Young University, an Accredited 
Genealogist specializing in Irish and Scottish 
research, and a 
former Certified 
G e n e a l o g i c a l 
Record Specialist. 
She was British 
R e f e r e n c e  
Consultant at the 
Family History 
Library (1990-2001) 
and Director of the 
Sandy, East Stake 
Family History Center (1997-2000). 

She is founder, past president, and forever 
board member of Ulster Project-Utah, an 
ecumenical peacemaking organization that 
brings Catholic and Protestant teens from 
Northern Ireland to the U.S.

PRONI to Reopen in New Facilities
The new Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) will open to the 
public on 30 March 2011 in the Titanic Quarter of Belfast.

The new PRONI 
headquarters was 
due to open in May or 
June 2011 but through 
dedication and hard 
work PRONI is 
opening well ahead 
of schedule. The 
new record office 
will provide larger 
and better facilities 
for the access of 
PRONI’s records. Culture Minister Nelson McCausland and co-worker schedule 

opening. Photo courtesy of PRONI.
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In our Irish research, we have be-
come accustomed to the idea of the 

“census substitute” or “census alterna-
tive.” We use any number of sources 
from the 17th to the 19th centuries to fill 
the gaps left by destroyed records. The 
list of sources is practically endless; any 
source with names, from any year, when 
arranged in a logical manner, can act 
to fill in these gaps. Griffith’s Primary 
Valuation (1847-1864) and the Tithe Ap-
plotment Books (1823-1837) are certainly 
the most widely known of the substitute 
censuses. However, they are not the only 
ones. Tax lists, voter records, church 
memberships, religious censuses, land 
records and estate rental books – all can 
all be valuable.  
	
Often, we are so busy looking for our 
ancestors in the obvious sources that 
we forget about the not so obvious 
sources. This article focuses on an often 
overlooked strategy we can use to glean 
several census substitutes at one time: 
published historical books.
	
Over the decades, authors have 
researched and compiled histories of a 
town, parish or county, consulting the 
same records that we as genealogists 
do. Authors of books written prior to 
the 1922 Four Courts Fire used extant 
records. So it is possible to find an early 
source in a published book when the 
original no longer exists. On the other 
hand, these same authors, as well as 
modern authors, utilize sources that we 
genealogists continue to study. Only a 
few authors have indexed the published 
sources we all use. The index creates 
the perfect alternative to plowing 
through page after page of manuscript 
and typescript materials from many 
hodge-podge collections. The value of 

published historical books is that the 
authors usually extracted important 
sources to complete and complement 
their study, giving us access to many 
records under one cover. Indeed, the one 
source is actually many sources.

Inventorying Your Findings
When researching a particular 
geographic area and using an historical 
book, I start an inventory of what is 
extracted in the book. This will allow 
me quick access into the book, as I 
continue to study it over the weeks, 
months or years. By the time I finished 
my study, I have a partial, yet viable, 
census substitute list for that area, all 
from a single book. 

To demonstrate this principle, I have 
chosen E. J. M’Crum The History and 
Antiquities of the County of the Town of 
Carrickfergus (Belfast: Mullan & Son, 
1909). If my area of study was Carickfergus 
town or parish, then I would certainly be 
interested in this book because it was 
published in 1909, prior to the 1922 Four 
Courts Fire. At first glance, there is little 
way of knowing if the author extracted 
now destroyed sources. However, upon 
compiling an inventory of the extractions 
in the book, I can make a more informed 
assessment. In the case of Carrickfergus, 
I was careful to determine if a source 
being cited was for the town or the 
parish or both. My inventory would look 
as follows though there are other ways to 
organize such a list.

Census Substitutes for
Carrickfergus, Carrickfergus Parish, 
County Antrim
Source: E. J. M’Crum The History and 
Antiquities of the County of the Town of 

Carrickfergus (Belfast: Mullan & Son, 
1909): 297 (FHL #990022 item 1). 

1523-1842: Mayors and Sheriffs of 
Carrickfergus (pp. 409-430). Note: 
This is an extensive list.

1559-1837: Members of Parliament 
(pp. 432-435). Note: There are some 
duplicates in this list.

1595: List of individuals who were 
admitted into the Corporation of 
Carrickfergus and allotted land (p. 296-
297). Note: 43 names.

1599-1603: Corps and Commanders in 
Carrickfergus (p. 166). Note: 18 names.

1601: List of individuals who were 
admitted into the Corporation of 
Carrickfergus and allotted land (p. 
297). Note: 26 names.

1601: List of individuals who signed to 
establish the boundaries of Carrickfergus 
(p. 436). Note: 24 names.

1603: List of individuals who were 
admitted into the Corporation of 
Carrickfergus and allotted land (pp. 
297-298). Note: 62 names.

1606: Lists of individuals who were 
admitted into the Corporation of 
Carrickfergus and allotted land lying 
west of Woodburn River and below 
the Knockogh (pp. 298-299). Note: 75 
names.

1674: Tenants of the Corporation of 
Carrickfergus in 1674 (pp. 438-439). 
Note: 76 names.

Creating a Census Alternative
by Dwight Radford
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1709: Carrickfergus Rent Roll (pp. 462-
463). Note: This is an extensive list.

1715-1832: A list of aged inhabitants of 
the Carrickfergus (pp. 335-336). Note: 
The dates 1715-1832 reflect death dates. 
All of the 40 names were 90 years old 
or older.

1731: Tenants of the Corporation of 
Carrickfergus in 1731 (pp. 439-440). 
Note: 80 names.

1748: Aldermen and burgesses of 
Carrickfergus (p. 492). Note: 43 names, 
including two listed as “son of.”

1754: Mayor, Sheriffs and Grand Jurors of 
Carrickfergus (p. 494). Note: 20 names.

1754: Masters and Wardens of the 
Incorporated Societies of the Ancient 
and Loyal Corporation of Carrickfergus 
(p. 494). Note: This list includes 17 names 
from the Weavers, Taylors, Butchers, 
Cordwainers and Hammermen.

1760: List of the inhabitants of 
Carrickfergus who suffered losses by 
the French landing and plundering the 
town (p. 518). Note: A list of 6 men and 
the amounts lost.

1761-1832: List of Candidates and the 
number of votes for each at contested 
elections (p. 489). Note: 34 names, 
some duplicates.

1784: Grand Jury of the County of the 
Town of Carrickfergus (p. 499). Note: 
This list includes 17 names originally 
published in The Belfast News-Letter 
and The Dublin Evening Post.

1820: Tenants of the Corporation of 
Carrickfergus in 1820 (p. 441). Note: 
62 names.

1822: Names of the Aldermen and 
Burgesses with their residence (pp. 405-
406). Note: This list of 38 names also 
includes the dates the person was made 
an Alderman or Burgess. Not all were 
residents of Carrickfergus.

1833: Aldermen and Burgesses with 
their addresses (pp. 492-493). Note: 
There are 41 names, many with no 
land in Carrickfergus. Others were not 
residents. Ten were listed as residents 
of Carrickfergus.

1834: Schools in 1834 (p. 330). Note: The 
master or mistress of the school, religion 
of the teachers, where the school was 
held, and the number of students by 
religion are given. There are 15 masters 
and mistresses listed.

1839-99: High Sheriffs and Their 
Deputies (pp. 501-502). Note: There 
are 60 sheriffs listed, with some being 
duplicates. There were 21 deputies, with 
some being duplicates. 

1891: Members of the Bangor 
Corinthian Sailing Club (p. 511). Note: 
This is a list of 8 men, many of whom 
were also members of the Carrickfergus 
Sailing Club.

With this list I have access to a segment 
of the important data in the book. From 
this one book, I inventoried 24 distinct 
lists of names. I put notations after each 
item to remind me what is in the source 
cited. There were more names in the 
book, but they were not in lists. 

This exercise is a simple method of 
learning what is available for a particular 
locality. After compiling an inventory 
from the initial source, I can expand my 
list as I discover other sources. 

Compiling an inventory for a place of 
interest is no small accomplishment in 
Irish research. It is essential to know what 
is available and where it can be found. If 
a 1909 book about Carrickfergus solves 
my research problem, then the effort 
taken to thoroughly study and inventory 
the sources was well worth my time. 

As a professional genealogist, I am more 
likely to concentrate on some lists more 
than others. If my goal is to document 
more than just the gentry and moneyed 
people of Carrickfergus, then I would 
choose the early lists of people admitted 
into the Corporation and allotted land. 
This would include the lists for the years 
1595 (43 names), 1601 (26 names), 1603 (62 
names) and 1606 (75 names). That is a 
total of 206 very early residents coming 
into Carrickfergus from 1595-1606. I 
would also be interested in the tenant 
lists for the years 1674, 1709, 1731 and 
1820. Would I find any of these valuable 
lists anywhere else? I don’t know. What I 
do know is that, as a researcher, I would 
recognize their value immediately to 
help me in my Carrickfergus research.
	
Conclusion
Always look for lists of names in the 
history books to supplement and 
complement the census substitute lists 
found in standard Irish genealogical 
how-to books. By thinking in terms of 
the proverbial census substitute we can 
revolutionize our research and open up 
many new sources.
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The 1920 U.S. Census found 
Mary Faulkner, 35, and her sister 

Catherine, 33, living with their older 
brother Thomas in San Francisco1.  
Two years later, when they applied for  
passports, Mary said she was 44 and 
Catherine said she was 42. How old 
were they, really?

Genealogists often trust official 
government documents because people 
fear the consequences of being caught 
in a lie. Mary and Catherine may have 
had no qualms about understating their 
ages to the census-taker, who had little 
reason to seek out the facts, but they 
may have thought twice about altering 
their ages on passport applications and 
trying to re-enter the country with a 
less than truthful passport.

A look back at census records reveals 
that Mary and Catherine made only 
a half-hearted effort to tell the truth 
on their passport applications. Their 
story is a reminder that even official 
government documents can be wrong.

Evaluating Records of Past Events
When you embark on family history 
research, you take on the job of a 
historian. The fundamental challenge 
to historians is to uncover and 
accurately describe events of the past 
after all the eye witnesses are gone. 
Think about it: do you know when and 
where you were born? You were there, 
but you are not a credible eye witness 
because your faculties of observation 
and memory were undeveloped. Your 
mother may be a reliable witness if 
she is still alive, but even her memory 
might be clouded or biased. 

Official, But Wrong:
The Faulkner Sisters’ Passports
by J.H. Fonkert, CG

The most widely accepted 
documentation of your birth is your 
birth certificate. It was created close 
to the time of your birth and it records 
information that was provided by 
responsible persons – your parents 
and medical officials – who had good 
reason to know the facts. Assuming 
that they had no motivation to provide 
false information, and assuming the 
person entering the information made 
no recording errors, a birth certificate 
is a reliable source of information about 
your birth.

In addition, a birth certificate is an 
official record, required by law. Because 
the government is involved, and parents 
and medical officials can be subject 
to legal penalty for providing false 
information, we expect that outright 
lies should be uncommon. But, as 
the rest of this article illustrates, the 
“official” status of a source does not 
guarantee its accuracy.

First, distinguish between sources and 
the information they carry. Books, 
census manuscripts, family Bibles, vital 
records, photographs and gravestones 
are all sources. They are physical papers 
and artifacts that carry information. A 
single source such as a death certificate 
can carry several kinds of information 
from multiple informants. Each piece 
of information must be evaluated 
separately. A medical official probably 
provided information about time 
and cause of death. A family member 
probably contributed information 
about the decedent’s birth place, birth 
date, and parents. A funeral director 
may have provided information about 
burial or cremation.
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You trust the information about 
time and cause of death because it 
was supplied soon after the event by 
someone with primary knowledge of 
the facts. The information about the 
decedent’s birth and parents is less 
reliable because the informant may 
have had only secondary knowledge of 
the facts.

Official records are records created 
by presumably neutral third-party 
officials with legal responsibility to 
create an accurate record of an event. 
Two kinds of errors can occur with 
official records. First, a clerk may have 
made an unintentional clerical error in 
the original record. A name may have 
been misspelled and never corrected or 
a date incorrectly recorded. In addition, 
many contemporary official records 
are derivatives created from an earlier 
record. Modern certified birth or death 
certificates, printed on parchment 
paper and embossed with an official 
seal, are created from information 
originally written down in a birth or 
death register. The courthouse clerk 
who created the certificate may have 
made an error.

When I asked a clerk at the Douglas 
County Courthouse in Arcola, Illinois, 
for a copy of the marriage certificate 
for George Ehlenbach, she went to 
a back room, consulted the original 
marriage register book, and typed-up a 
certificate signed by the County Clerk. 
The certificate states that George 
married “Christina Hauser.” Hauser is 
a plausible-sounding Germanic name, 
but there were no Hausers in Douglas 
County in the 1860s. Christina’s correct 
name was “Hansen.”

A Tale of the Ages
What about a truly original official 
record like a passport application? 
Mary’s and Catherine Faulkner’s 
passport applications remind us that 
people sometimes tell convenient lies.

Although from an apparent working 
class background, Catherine and Mary 
Faulkner travelled to Europe at least 
four times during the 1920s2.   Except 
for a short period during the Civil War 
and before the 1921 World War I peace 
treaty, the United States did not require 
passports until 1941; nonetheless, Mary 
and Catherine applied for passports in 
July 1922. Their applications provide 
the following information:3 
•	 Mary A. Faulkner, 44, was born 9 

February 1878 in San Francisco.

•	 Catherine Faulkner, 42, was born 
22 May 1880 in San Francisco.

Perhaps the Faulkner sisters didn’t 
think they could pass for women of 
37 and 35, as they would have been in 
1922, based on their 1920 census ages. 
So, they bumped their ages up. It was 
an admirable move in the direction of 
truth, but, a look at earlier censuses 
shows that they still were taking 
liberties with the facts.

The 1880 U.S. Census found Mary, 
Catherine and Thomas at home with 
their Irish-born parents:
Faulkner, Thomas, 45, porter, b. 
Ireland

Mary, 35, wife, b. Ireland
Edward, 11, son, b. California
Mary, 9, daughter, b. California
Catherine, 7, daughter, b. California
Thomas, 4, son, b. California
John, 2, son, b. California

Mary and Catherine were already 9 
and 7 years old, respectively. Their 
supposedly older brother Thomas was 
only 4.4   At census time twenty years 
later, the young ladies stuck close to the 
truth: Mary was 28 and Catherine was 
25. Their brother Thomas was 24. 5

Over the next 20 years, however, Mary 
and Catherine seem to have found the 
Fountain of Youth. From 1900 to 1910, 
Catherine sliced eight years off her age; 
Mary shaved off five years.6  Over the 
next decade, Catherine trimmed off 
another five and Mary another eight.7 

They each understated their 1920 age 
by about 13 years. Mary confessed to 
aging seven years over two decades; 
Catherine chose to age only eight years. 
Their brother Thomas obviously knew 
his sisters were older, but apparently 
did not mind his sisters now claiming 
to be younger than him.

Now, Mary and Catherine wanted 
passports, which required a photo. 
Perhaps, they thought their photos 
would give them away, so they moved 
their ages about half-way toward the 
truth. Although it is difficult to judge 
ages from their photos, the women in 
the passport photos can easily be taken 
to be over 40.8 

Upon return from their European trips, 
their passenger arrival records all show 
ages and birth dates consistent with 
their passports – exactly what would be 
expected. But, when the census-taker 
came around again in 1930, the sisters 
again favored youth. Mary said she was 
50 and Catherine said she was 489   – 
each had aged only six years from their 
1922 passport ages. To their credit, they 
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were now only taking about nine years 
off their true ages, compared to the 14 
years they trimmed in 1920.

In 1930, even Thomas joined the game: 
he was 40 in 1920, but only 45 in 1930.10  
He should have been about 54, but at 
least he claimed to be younger than his 
sisters, as he surely was.

Although the State Department 
required evidence of citizenship and 
photo identification for a passport in 
1922, the department may have been less 
demanding then than in today’s high 
security-conscious world. California 
did not issue birth certificates before 
1905, and local San Francisco records 
for the Faulkner sisters may have 
been lost in the fire following the 1906 
earthquake. In place of birth records, 
the sisters submitted sworn affidavits 
on each other’s behalf. Mary signed 
an affidavit stating that Catherine was 
born 22 May 1880. Catherine returned 
the favor, stating that Mary was born 9 
February 1878.

In their applications, both Mary and 
Catherine stated that their Irish-born 
father (no name given) emigrated 
from a port in England in 1854, was 
naturalized in the New York Court of 
Common Pleas in October 1856, and 
died in San Francisco in 1912. This 
information reasonably matches census 
information. The 1900 census says 
Irish-born Thomas Faulkner came to 
the U. S. in 1851; the 1910 census says he 
immigrated in 1861. Son Thomas and 
daughters Mary and Catherine lived 
at 1320 Sixth Ave. at the time of the 
1920 census, the same address given by 
Mary and Catherine on their passport 
applications. Both Mary and Catherine 

were “dressmakers” in an “establishment” in 1920. In the passport applications, 
Mary said she was a dressmaker and Catherine said she was a housekeeper. In 1930, 
Catherine was a dressmaker in a department store and Mary a sewer in a shop.

Evidence for Faulkner Sisters’ Ages
Italics = imputed information	 Mary A. Faulkner	 Catherine Faulkner

Birth Age Birth Age

1880 Census Abt 1871 9 Abt 1873 7

1900 Census Feb 1872 28 May 1875 25

1910 Census Abt 1877 33 Abt 1882 28

1920 Census Abt 1885 35 Abt 1887 33

1922 Passport 
application

9 Feb 1878 44 22 May 1880 42

1930 Census Abt 1880 50 Abt 1882 48

Death 
Certificate

22 May 1877

The Faulkner sisters’ story is a reminder to compare information across sources 
and resolve any conflicts. Catherine A. Faulkner’s 1952 death certificate states her 
birth date as 22 May 1877,11  exactly three years earlier than the date she gave in her 
passport application, but still understating her true age. Mary’s death record has 
not been found.

The lesson is this: never put total trust in any one genealogical source, no matter 
how official. Genealogists place high confidence in sworn government documents 
like passports. In this case, the confidence is misplaced. The sisters purposely 
altered their birth dates to appear younger than they really were.

Endnotes
1  	 1920 U.S. Census, California, San Francisco County, San Francisco, Precinct 

34, Assembly District 27, Enumeration District 343, Sheet 6B, dwelling 92, 
family 96, Thomas J. Faulkner household, T625, roll 142.

2  	 Port of New York passenger manifests: SS Olympic, 29 August 1922, no. 19 
(stamped 31), lines 8-9; SS Southampton, 28 August 1923, no. 3 (stamped 32), 
lines 16-17; SS Berengaria, 29 August 1924, no 3, stamped 28, lines 5-6; SS 
Berengaria, 27 August 1926, no. 20 (stamped 23), lines 13-14.
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The United States first issued 
passports in 1789.   The government 
required American travelers to have 
passports for a short time during the 
Civil War and again before the World 
War I peace conference, but otherwise 
did not require them until 1941.

Passports applications are useful for 
genealogical research because they 
typically required name, birth date 
and place, address, occupation, and 
physical description (including photos, 
beginning in 1914)  An application may 
also reveal information parents and  
place and date of naturalization.

Ancestry.com offers a digital index 
of passport applications from 1795 to 
1925.   Researchers may apply to the 
Department of State for copies of later 
applications from individuals born more 
than 100 years ago. Requests must include 
information about birth and death dates, 
and a passport number, if possible.  Some 
20th century passenger arrival records 
include the passenger’s passport number.  
For complete information about ordering 
copies of passport applications, visit 
the U.S. Department of State website 
<http://travel.state.gov/passport/
services/copies/copies_872.html>. 

Passport records are published in several 
National Archives microfilm series:
•	 M1371, Registers and Indexes for 

Passport Applications, 1810-1906.
•	 M1848, Index to Passport 

Applications, various years, 
1850-1923.

•	 M1372, Passport Applications, 
1795-1905.

•	 M1490, Passport Applications, 
1906-1925.

Passport Applications 

in Genealogical Research

3	 Mary A. Faulkner U.S. passport 
application, stamped 483561, 2 
June 1922; Catherine Faulkner 
U.S. passport application, stamped 
183562, 2 June 1922; Passport 
Applications, January 2, 1906–March 
31, 1925, National Archives and 
Records Administration microfilm 
publication 1,490, digital images 
viewed 18 October 2010.

4	 1880 U.S. Census, California, San 
Francisco County, San Francisco, 
Enumeration District 104, p. 5, 
stamped 504, dwelling 44, family 
45, Thomas Faulkner household, 
FHL film 1,254,075.

5	 1900 U.S. Census, California, San 
Francisco County, San Francisco, 
Enumeration District2 27, Sheet 
7B, dwelling 88, family 135, Thomas 
Faulkner household, T623, roll 100.

6	 1910 U.S. Census, California, San 
Francisco County, San Francisco, 
39th Assembly District, 25th 
precinct, Enumeration District 
233, Sheet 2A, dwelling 24, family 
29, Thomas Faulkner household, 
NARA microfilm T624, roll 100.

 7	 1920 U.S. Census, Thomas J. 
Faulkner household.

8 	  The passport photos can be viewed 
on Ancestry.com; see note 3.

9	 1930 U.S. Census, California, San 
Francisco County, San Francisco, 
Enumeration District 183, Sheet 17A 

(stamped 199), dwelling 321, family 
382, Mary Faulkner household, 
NARA microfilm T626, roll 201.

10	 1920 U.S. Census, Thomas Faulkner 
household; 1930 U.S. Census, 
Thomas Faulkner household.

 11	 Catherine A. Faulkner entry, 
Ancestry.com. California Death 
Index, 1940-1997 [database on-line]. 
Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 2000. Author has 
not viewed the death registration or 
certificate.
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Newspapers on the Web
by Mary Wickersham

Searching newspapers within the 
region where your family lived can 

be fruitful for birth, death and marriage 
announcements and other newsworthy 
events.   This is especially true if crime 
or scandal touched your family.   

Newspapers from Ireland
Online Newspapers is a comprehensive 
list of newspaper websites.   <http://www.
onlinenewspapers.com/ireland.htm>   

The Irish Times, “epaper,”   has several 
contemporary years of “Family Notices”, 
paid notices for deaths, marriages, 
anniversaries, memorials, etc. as well as 
an historical archive from 1859.   Search 
for free but pay to view.   <http://www.
irishtimes.com/> 

Belfast Telegraph  includes classified 
online “Family Notices”, which contain 
births, deaths and In Memoriam 
for recent years. <http://www.
belfasttelegraph.co.uk/> 

Finding Aids for Irish Newspapers
Historical Irish Newspapers, part of 
the online library guide to Irish News 
and Newspapers from the Boston 
College University Libraries, lists 
sources of historical Irish newspapers.   
Click on the other tab to see a listing 
of current Irish and Irish-American 
newspapers. <http://libguides.bc.edu/
content.php?pid=1171&sid=4806>    

Information Wanted, hosted by 
Boston College, contains a searchable 
database of more than 36,000 records. 
The information was gathered from the 
“Missing Friends” columns of the Boston 
Pilot, 1831-1921, advertisements from 
people looking for “lost” relatives and 

friends who emigrated to the U.S. from 
Ireland.    <http://infowanted.bc.edu/>

Ireland Old News includes reader-
submitted transcriptions from various 
Irish newspapers and years at <http://
www.irelandoldnews.com/>.     The 
Ireland Death Notice Index, with over 
54,000 indexed entries and covering 
years from the 1800s to current years, 
is part of this site.     Approximately 
half of the obituary notices are from 
the Cork Examiner; many are for Irish 
immigrants to America.   <http://www.
irelandoldnews.com/obits/>
   
RIP, while not a newspaper, this Death 
Notices Archive includes the full text 
of funeral director-submitted death 
notices from 2006 to current day.    You 
can search by surname, county and 
town, or leave the some of those fields 
empty.   <http://www.rip.ie/> 

American Newspapers 
The Brooklyn Daily Eagle Online, 
produced by the Brooklyn NY 
Public Library, covers 1841-1902.   
<http://eagle.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org/Default/Skins/BEagle/Client.
asp?Skin=BEagle> 

Chronicling America, from the Library 
of Congress.   You can search and view 
newspaper pages from 22 states for years 
between 1860 and 1922.     Included are 
Minnesota papers, like   The Saint Paul 
Globe, 1896-1905,    and the Minneapolis 
Journal 1888-1939 (searchable through 
1922), and The Scranton Tribune, 1891-
1910, of Pennsylvania.   Search results can 
be displayed in list form or with images 
of the individual pages, which are large 
enough to allow you to determine where 
in the newspaper an article appeared.   

 
You can also search a directory of 
newspapers published from 1690 
to identify which newspapers were 
printed in your city, the years of 
publication, and where to access various 
issues of the newspapers. <http://
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/> 

Fulton History includes more than 13 
million pages from old New York State 
historical newspapers.      This includes 
later years of the Brooklyn (NY) Daily 
Eagle (through 1955). <http://www.
fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html >

Winona Newspaper Project is an online 
archive of three late 19th century and 
early 20th century Winona, Minnesota, 
newspapers.     This was a local project 
led by the Winona State University 
Darrell W. Krueger Library. <http://
www.winona.edu/library/databases/
winonanewspaperproject.htm> 

Thee are references to more online 
newspapers, finding aids and sources in 
the other articles in this issue. 

Mary Wickersham retired in 1998 after 
27 years working in bank operations and 
software development. She is a current 
IGSI board 
member and past 
IGSI Officer. She 
chairs the Research 
Committee of 
the Minnesota 
G e n e a l o g i c a l 
Society. To keep 
her technical skills 
up, she builds 
websites for small businesses & gardening 
societies.
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300 Years Ago
Anno Neno? ANNÆ REGINÆ

An Act to Repeal the Act of the 3d 
and 4th Year of Her Majesty’s Reign, 
Intituled, An Act for Prohibiting all 
Trade and Commerce with France, so 
far as it relates to the Prohibiting and 
Importation of French Wines. Whereas 
it hath been by Experience found, that 
the Prohibition of French Wines to be 
Imported into this Kingdom, or Ireland, is 
Injurious to Your Majesty’s Revenues, and 
many ways Prejudicial to Your Subjects, 
… and the same is hereby Repealed and 
made Void.….Provided nevertheless, 
That the said Wine may be Imported, as 
aforesaid, directly and immediately from 
France into Ireland, and from thence into 
any Part of Great Britain. 
Dublin Intelligence 
Dublin Ireland, 31 Mar 1711

250 Years Ago
This Day is Published, Price 1s. 6d.

An Historical Account of the ancient 
and modern State of Ireland, from 
the earliest Accounts to the present 
Time. By an IRISH FARMER. 
To which is added, The Case of 
the Roman Catholicks of Ireland, 
occasioned by some Ref lexions in 
the celebrated Farmer’s Letters. In a 
Letter from a Candid Member of the 
Protestant Church. 

By HENRY BROOKE, Esq.
Public Advertiser 
London Middlesex England, 23 Jan 1761

200 Years Ago
Obituary; with Anecdotes of 
remarkable Persons.

John Fitzgerald, esq. of Dysart, co. 
Clare. He was the first Roman Catholic 
in that county who had been appointed 
to the commission of the peace, after the 
law which permitted that distinction to 
be extended to persons of his persuasion 
in Ireland.
Gentlemans Magazine and Historical 
Chronicle 
London, Middlesex, England, 1 Feb 1811

150 Years Ago
Ireland Englished.

It is not more than fifty years since Col. 
Vallamey urged on English officials 
the expediency of studying the Old 
Irish language, since there were, as 
he estimated, above two millions of 
persons who spoke no other tongue. 
Since that time it has become well-nigh 
dead, while even the “rich brogue” which 
flavors Hibernian English, is vanishing 
before the influence of schools and of 
intercourse with England. The constant 
stream of emigration to America and 
Australia, drawn, in a great measure, 
from the Catholic element, which is 
synonymous with the more purely 
Irish portion of the inhabitants of 
the Emerald Isle, was the first great 
measure of national diminution and of 
change. …
The New York Times 
New York, New York, 7 Feb 1861

P. T. Barnum Sold at Last.

IT MUST BE NEEDLESS TO SAY 
THAT THE OFFENDER IS AN 
IRISHMAN.

A public joke at P. T. BARNUM’S 
expense is not an every-day luxury, P. T. 
B. for many years having had the laugh on 
the other side. But at length the Prince 
of Showmen has been shown a trick that 
he did not know before, and the hero of 
the occasion has been, as is very usual on 
such occasions, a son of the Emerald Isle. 
It seems that BARNUM, a few days ago, 
was in a great hurry to be shaved, and 
entered his ordinary place of tonsorial 
resort under the Park Hotel; but all the 
operatives were engaged, and one other 
customer – a great brawny Irishman, 
just landed, and with a beard and head 
requiring very extensive attention 
– stood between the exhibitor of the 
“What-is-it?” and his turn as “next.” “I am 
in a hurry, my good man!” PHINEAS 
T., addressing Pat; “and if you give me 
your turn I will pay for what you want 
done here.” “All right,” responded the 
delighted Irishman; and the showman 
was soon shaved and on his way to keep 
his engagement, merely saying as he left 
the door to the proprietor of the saloon, 
“Do what this man wants,” pointing to 
the exile of Erin, “and charge it to me.” 
No sooner was he gone than PATRICK 
took off his “trusty,” and a thick cotton 
neck-tie, at the same time asking the 
barber, “Now tell me all you do?” “Why 
Sir,” responded the tonsorial operative, 
“we shave, cut and curl hair, shampoo 
and bathe.” “All right then,” said PAT; 
“Do all them things to me. Sorra wan 
of me knows what they mane, but as he 
said he’d pay for them, just do them all, 
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an’ God bless you!” The barber saw the 
joke and did as requested, putting the big 
Irishman through all the processes, and 
bringing him out so pleasantly altered 
that he scarcely knew himself. We leave 
our readers to imagine BARNUM’S 
face next morning, when the proprietor 
of the saloon handed him a bill – “For 
shaving Irishman 10 cents, cutting 
his hair 25 cents, curling it 25 cents, 
shampooing it 25 cents, and bathing 
Irishman 25 cents – total for Irishman 
$1 10.” BARNUM at once acknowledged 
the corn – gave a receipt for the maize; 
but he is after the Irish exile, and swears, 
if he catches him, that he will place him 
cheek-by-jowl between the “What is it?” 
and the Aztec children. 
The New York Times 
New York, New York, 25 Jan 1861
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Mary Wickersham and Sheila O’Rourke 
Northrop share the writing credits for the 
“100 Years Ago” column. They are sisters 
as well as co-presidents and partners in 
Midwest Ancestor Research. Sheila is a 
member of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists, the National Genealogical 
Society, the Minnesota Genealogical Soci-
ety and many local and regional genealog-
ical and historical associations throughout 
the country. Mary retired from bank oper-
ations and software development in 1998. 
She is on the IGSI Board and also chairs 
the Research Committee of the Minnesota 
Genealogy Society.

100 Years Ago
Knew No Irish King
From the New York World

Hibernian patriotism triumphed in the 
case of one applicant for naturalization 
before Judge Scott, in Paterson, N.J.
“Who is the King of Ireland?” asked 
the judge of a bright-looking young 
Irishman.
“Ireland hasn’t any king,” was the sturdy 
reply.
“Yes, it has,” said Judge Scott. “Who is 
King of England?”
“George.”
“Well, isn’t he King of Great Britain 
and Ireland?”
“He’s no king of mine.” was the smiling 
retort.
The Irishman was admitted.
The Washington Post 
Washington, District of Columbia, 1 
Jan 1911

We wish to thank the following generous members who have made a contribution to the work and projects of the Irish 
Genealogical Society International.

IGSI Donors

Jean A. Baun	 Marshall, Minnesota
Bette Blair	 Blaine, Minnesota
Jerry Blake	 Shawnee Mission, Kansas
Alice Boucher	 Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania
Kathleen T. Bunce	 Riverside, Illinois
Sharon L. Butler	 Manhattan, Kansas
Bonnie Dewes	 Frontenac, Missouri
Michael Driscoll	 South St. Paul, Minnesota
Helen A. Eickhoff	 Sterling, Virginia
Betty Lou Garcia	 Bridgewater, New Jersey
Hazel W. Halloran	 Lake Isabella, California
Catherine Harrison	 Pine City, Minnesota
Dorothy A. Henderson	 Westfield, New Jersey

Thomas F. Keane	 Pasadena, Maryland
Mary Klawiter	 Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin
Donovan E. McGee	 Northfield, Minnesota
Mary E. McKenna	 Bloomington, Minnesota
Julia Quick Mitchell	 Houston, Texas
Thomas J. Moriarty	 Evergreen Park, Illinois
Charles Novak	 Herndon, Virginia
Patricia Payson	 White Bear Lake, Minnesota
Patrick E. Purcell	 Wayne, Pennsylvania
Caroll Strickland	 Huntsville, Alabama
Nancy Thompson	 Ames, Iowa
D. Wubben	 Scotts Valley, California
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IGSI Family Researchers in Ireland

Almost everyone on the IGSI trip to Ireland in September 
did a little bit of research for ancestors or family while 

in Dublin. Visits to the National Library, National Archives, 
and the General Record Office were popular with the dedi-
cated few. Some had more success than others. 

Patti Riley
My 3rd great-grandmother Catherine (Breen) McGuire’s 
gravestone states she was a native of County Fermanagh. She 
married John McGuire in Ireland before 1832. Their first two 
children, Thomas and Bernard (my 2nd great-grandfather), 
were born in Ireland in the early 1830s. John and Catherine 
came to New Brunswick, Maine, between 1835 and 1845. The 
records are inconsistent documenting this but I have found 
published stories about John McGuire being a settler in New 
Brunswick in the mid-1830s.

On our first full day in Dublin I followed several of our 
group to the National Library. Beth Mullinax helped me 
locate areas where the surnames Breen and McGuire are seen 
together. I did not record all of the references we used, oops. 
I believed we used Griffith’s Valuations for Enniskillen and 
another reference book for Catholic Parishes in Enniskillen. 
Through this we found a microfilm containing both of these 
surnames. The microfilm was titled “Diocese: Clogher, Parish 
Enniskillen (Inis Cavin Locha Eione) Baptisms 1838- Sept 27, 
1868 Marriages: Feb 10, 1818-Aug 9, 1868.”

I searched this microfilm for what seemed like an hour and 
was ready to give up when I found the marriage of Jacobus 
Maguire and Catherine McBreen [or McBrien] Feb 10, 1829. 

Throughout this microfilm I had noticed that the first names 
had been Latinized. There were no listings for names such as 
John or James. I asked a librarian what would “Jacobus” have 
been in English. “James or John”, he replied.

I have seen the name Breen also listed as McBreen, M’Breen, 
O’Breen and Brien. A distant cousin I have been unable to 
contact but who posts our McGuire’s genealogy on-line lists 
a “Hugh Brien” as brother to Catherine. He also lists John 
McGuire as being from Tempo but no references are given. 
Tempo is very near Clogher. I believe these are my 3rd great-
grandparents. These are the first ancestors that I have been 
able to locate in Ireland. It made this trip well worth it, and 
now I have some point of reference for further research.

Greg Immel
Greg Immel reported that he made three discoveries at the 
Government Records Office:
1.	 the confirmation and documentation of his great-

grandparents’ marriage (John and Mary Collins);
2.	 the documentation of six previously unknown siblings of 

his maternal grandmother, Ellie Collins; and
3.	 the 1901 census record of his maternal grandmother, 

Ellie Collins.
Greg declared, “A very satisfying group of discoveries!”

Ann Eccles
I was looking for a Thomas Eccles born about 1850 to parents 
whose names most likely were John and Mary (using the Irish 
naming pattern, which I think Thomas did with his children). 
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Griffith’s Valuation listed a number of Eccles in County Tyrone so 
I spent two days looking through three microfilm rolls of Catholic 
Church records at the National Library. I found many marriages 
and baptisms on one particular reel and made many notes to try 
to trace the relationships. The result? Nothing conclusive – but 
there’s more microfilm from other parts of County Tyrone that I 
can order from LDS to continue my search.

At the National Archives in Dublin I found many Church 
of Ireland entries for Eccles. And among their manuscripts 
was a handwritten pedigree for an Eccles family. Again, 
nothing conclusive, just more pieces to fit together in this 
genealogical puzzle.

Lynne Klemens
Lynne Klemens said that she had done a lot of research before 
going to Ireland. “I have four great-grandparents from four 
different parts of Ireland. It has taken me 15 years to find 
clues on all of them (my family was good at keeping secrets). I 
brought a summary of my research to the genealogists at the 
National Library to see if they would give me suggestions for 
further research.”

She had not really planned to do much research – there were so 
many other things to see and do in Dublin – but she did spend 
some time going through the microfilmed Inistioge Catholic 
parish records, looking for a Patrick Brennan. “In Griffith 
Valuation I had found a Patrick Brennan in Inistioge as well as 
a Patrick Brennan in Pleberstown. I thought at least one was 
my great great-grandfather but wondered if they were one and 

the same person.” Lynne also searched the passenger lists 
databases in the library to no avail.

In spite of her lack of success in the repositories, she said, 
“I’m still enjoying the glow I got from the trip. I’ve told 
everyone I know about it. I just thought it was wonderful!”

The adventures for ancestral connections did not end in 
Dublin but continued throughout the time spent by these 
travelers in Ireland. 

Mary Skewis
Mary Skewis had been to Ireland before and had great hopes 
of connecting with family on this trip.

Seven of my eight great-grandparents came from Ireland. 
My maternal grandmother was born in Ireland, and I had 
previously received information from County Clare, not 
only of her baptism but of her mother’s as well. My father’s 
family came from County Cork in the 1830s, and I had done 
extensive research on their life in Northern New York State. 
This trip would be my chance to learn more about them.
 
I knew they came from County Cork, Townland of 
Glenville, Watergrasshill Parish. Thanks to the Internet, 
I found information on the Roman Catholic Parishes of 
Glenville and Watergrasshill and I made contact with 
Father Cashman, the Parish Priest of both churches. 
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I took a day off from our tour and went touring in County Cork. 
My driver, Martin, and I visited three families whose names 
were right, but probably not related. I wandered through three 
cemeteries, walked the streets where my great-grandparents 

walked (although now they are paved), and met with a town 
historian who provided a clue to a person who might be a 
real true relative but, unfortunately, was not at home. Martin 
promised that he would go back and try to make contact with 
her, maybe getting an address or phone number. 
 
Even though I didn’t find any living relatives, I feel like I have 
made a trip home, just being there. Now that I think of it, 
maybe I didn’t put enough emphasis on the Murphy side. 
Hmmm, maybe next time. 

Gigi and Bill Hickey
Gigi and Bill Hickey didn’t stop their research after leaving 
Dublin and had one of those serendipitous connections that 
genealogists sometimes make. 

This was our first trip to Ireland – and our first time with 
an organized tour. We had a wonderful time!! Ireland is 
a beautiful country, and we thoroughly enjoyed viewing it 
through the big windows of a motor-coach while letting our 
capable bus-driver, Steve, maneuver the narrow roads. Terry 
Flynn’s knowledgeable commentary and administrative skills 
added greatly to the experience! 

Absolutely the only downside to the trip was losing our camera 
and the first week’s worth of photos, but we purchased a new 

camera and were quickly “back in business.” However, the lost 
camera turned out to be a blessing in disguise… 

After the IGSI tour, we spent another week traveling on 
our own in a rental car. We called the police department in 
Kenmare, where we’d lost our camera, and found someone 
had turned it in! With some flexibility in our travel schedule, 
we decided to drive down and pick it up.

Camera retrieved, we had a day with no specific plans before we 
were to fly out of Shannon. Bill suggested driving back through 
Tipperary Town. We knew his Hickey ancestors originated in 
County Tipperary but, despite much research, I hadn’t located 
the parish or townland. When we arrived in Tipperary Town, 
we happened upon the Tipperary Family History Center. 
“Might as well give it a try,” I said to Bill. Ten minutes and some 
Euros later, they’d found the 1810 marriage record of his great-
great-grandparents, James Hickey and Margaret O’Dwyer, as 
well as the baptisms of four of his great-grandfather’s siblings 
in Cappawhite parish, Cahernahalla townland. This was the 
genealogical high point of our trip, and it never would have 
happened if the camera hadn’t fallen off Bill’s belt in Kenmare.

We can’t wait for another adventure on an IGSI tour!
 
These are the stories of a few of the IGSI members on the 
trip; there are other stories not told in this article. There will 
be other trips and other adventures for IGSI researchers.
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Every so often, every researcher 
needs a little help, a pair of fresh 

eyes, or a push in climbing a brick 
wall. The Irish Genealogical Society 
International offers members that help 
as a benefit of membership.

At the relatively inexpensive price of $10 
per hour, our research staff is available 
to help. We check both online and print 
resources available in the IGSI Library. 
Members who wish to request research 
assistance may do so by letter or email 
to Research@IrishGenealogical.org 
with the following information:

•	 Your contact information – name, 
address, email or phone

•	 Your member number
•	 The specific query you have. Do 

you want to find the townland of 
your ancestor, a birth or marriage 
date, the maiden name a spouse? 
Please identify the individuals and 
background to start the search.

•	 Include a list of sources you have 
already checked. Many sources, 
including Griffith’s and passenger 
lists, are now available online. If 
you have already checked them, 
we can move on to other resources 
without repeating your search. 

Please do not send payment with 
your request. When we know the cost 
– including time and copies, we will 
notify you. If you wish to specify a 
limit of cost, do so in your request. 

What do we check? The Library 
has a subscription to Ancestry and 
IrishOrigins, two online subscription 
databases with many Irish resources. 
Examples: Ancestry contains the 

Emigrant Savings Bank records for 1850-
1883 (which we also own in print form) 
and an index to the Tithe Applotment 
Books for the counties comprising 
contemporary Northern Ireland. Irish 
Origins contains Griffith’s Valuation, 
indexes to the Irish Strays of the 1841 
and 1871 censuses of England, and an 
index to Tithe Defaulters.

The Library owns all 16 volumes of the 
Casey Collection (East Kerry & West 
Cork), Irish passenger list information 
in print and on CDs, the eight-volume 
The Search for Missing Friends: Irish 
Immigration Advertisements Placed in 
the Boston Pilot, and many books of 
Irish and county histories. 

We can provide a study of a surname 
in one county of Ireland and map it on 
a parish map of the county. If a couple 
married in Ireland, we can map both 
surnames on the same map. However, 
if a surname is too numerous to provide 
a meaningful result, we will inform you 
of that fact.

We check for information in periodicals 
and books you have found in the IGSI 
library catalog or seen mentioned in our 
“New to the Library” feature. If your 
Irish ancestor was local to Minnesota, 
we may check the microfilmed parish 
records of the Archdiocese of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis for information. 

This is only a sampling of the resources 
we use to answer your query on an Irish 
ancestor. Your goal is to discover your 
Irish ancestry; our goal is to help you 
do so.

Research@IrishGenealogical.org
IGSI Benefit
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Family Reunion 2011

Rathbun-Rathbone-

Rathburn

The biannual reunion of the 
Rathbun-Rathbone-Rathburn 
Families will be held at The 
DoubleTree Hilton Crystal City, 
Arlington, Virginia, from 01-06 
July 2011.   

These families descend from John 
and Margaret (Acres) Rathbone, 
one of the 16 original settlers of 
Block Island, Rhode Island, in the 
late 1600s.   

The theme of the reunion 
is “Our Family Salutes Our 
Nation.”     Activities include a 
Welcome Reception; Bus Tour 
of Washington Under the Lights; 
Fourth of July celebration; Ford’s 
Theater and Major Rathbone, 
Lincoln’s aide that fateful night; 
the National Archives and the 
Charters of Freedom; Washington 
museums, and Arlington 
Cemetery. During the week, there 
will be the traditional Family 
Genealogy and Memorabilia 
Room open.   

For further information and a 
registration form, contact John 
D. Bowen, 613 Chichester Lane, 
Silver Spring MD 20904-3331,  
johndbowen@ear th l ink.net , 
tel. 301-384-6533. Registration 
deadline is 1 June 2011. Hotel 
deadline 15 May 2011.
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The last couple of 
years IGSI has of-

fered research trips to its 
members. Last year’s trip 
was a wonderful combi-
nation of research and 
sightseeing.

This benefit allows a 
group to meet at a desti-
nation and mingle with 
others who love to do 
what they do.

Details of the 2011 trip will be announced in mid-January and will provide IGSI 
members another wonderful experience to research, see the sights of the area and 
socialize with other family historians.
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In each issue of The Septs we in-
clude articles and family stories 

submitted by IGSI members as well as 
articles solicited or contributed by our 
regular columnists. We accept articles 
on family research, genealogy sources 
and resources, general Irish culture 
and history. We encourage articles 
related to the theme of a particular 
issue, but we also welcome articles on 
topics unrelated to themes. Articles 
should be 1000 – 4000 words.

important to your family.   Delve into 
the culture of Irish women and women 
immigrants.   Discuss resources where 
you successfully found information on 
Irish female ancestors in your line.

Deadline for submission of articles 
for the April issue is February 1, 
2011. Start now and plan to submit 
something for a coming issue. Themes 
and article submission deadlines for 
future issues are

If you are willing to share your 
family story or research or if you are 
knowledgeable about one of our theme 
topics, consider writing an article. 
Please contact Tom Rice, Managing 
Editor of The Septs, at Septsmnged@
IrishGenealogical.org with questions or 
for further information.
 
The theme of the April issue is Women 
in Irish Genealogy and Culture.  Share 
something about the Irish women 

Issue Date	 Submission Deadline	 Theme
July 2011	 May 1	 Irish Resources on the Internet – Revisited
October 2011	 August 1	 Irish in the American Midwest
January 2012	 November 1	 Irish in the Caribbean and South America
April 2012	 February 1	 History and Records of Various Ports of Entry

Share Your Research in The Septs	

After 30 Years IGSI 

Updates Quarterly 

Programs

Over thirty years IGSI has of-
fered a Quarterly Program. It 

is time for IGSI to take a look and 
revitalize these wonderful events.

So as the board takes a look at the 
coming year for enhancements to 
the Quarterly Programs the first 
will be a new name. It will now 
be called the IGSI Event. Our 
Quarterly Program for February 
will be cancelled this year and our 
normal May Quarterly (from now 
on called the IGSI Event) will be 
British Isles Day held April 29-30. 
This is one way IGSI continually 
updates our benefits.

IGSI Trips, Your Benefit
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IGSI has started a blog. Blogs serve as an online journal al-
lowing the author to put information online and link to ad-

ditional information about the subject. You will now be able to 
link to the IGSI blog to get genealogy information relating to 
Ireland, writing family histories, genealogy documents avail-
able, IGSI society information and more.

Linda Miller, past president of IGSI, will maintain our blog 
with regular entries. The public visiting the site will be able 
to make comments on the articles and other items through 
the blog. Be sure to check out the blog regularly at http://
irishfamilyhistory.blogspot.com/.

IGSI’s New Blog

Announcing the 2011 IGSI Board of Directors	

Ann Eccles 
Chair/President

Mike Flynn 
Treasurer

Tom K. Rice

Kay Swanson Mary Wickersham Bob Zimmerman

Come Join the New Team

It’s the start of a new year and a great 
time to resolve to become more ac-

tive and involved in IGSI. (But make 
this one resolution that doesn’t end on 
January 10.) 

There are many opportunities, both 
on-going and one-time-only. Work 
on a database project; help welcome 
visitors to the library on Irish 
Saturdays; help with the British Isles 
Day event. These are ways you can 
get started if you feel you don’t have 
any expertise to offer. Working with 
other IGSI volunteers introduces 
you to active Irish researchers and 
provides an opening to learn or 
share helpful information for Irish 
research. If you do have expertise, we 
invite you to share your talents – in 
teaching, technology, writing, art, 
even business. Send an email today 
using the contact information for 
IGSI opportunities on page 2.
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On April 1, 2011, the cost of 
membership for the Irish 

Genealogical Society International 
will increase by $5 (about 42 cents 
per month). This slight increase will 
help us to add more valuable benefits 
to IGSI, to continue our world class 
journal, to increase the information 
on our website, to provide programs 
throughout the year and to pay the 
increased cost of mailing and printing. 

The good news is IGSI will continue 
to offer Electronic membership at the 
current price of $25.

The new membership costs are as 
follows:

Electronic Membership – $25
This paperless membership provides 
all member benefits – except a print 
copy of The Septs. The member 
receives notice to access an electronic 
version of The Septs (downloadable 
as a .pdf file) and has access to the 
members-only section of the IGSI 
website. Other benefits: the member 
receives a discount for IGSI events, 
email contact for IGSI information, 
research assistance at a low cost, free 
entry into the Minnesota Genealogical 
Library, and more.

Membership Dues Increase

General Membership – $30
This membership provides the same 
member benefits and includes a print 
copy of The Septs mailed quarterly. The 
member has access to the members-
only section of the IGSI website and 
receives a discount for IGSI events, 
email contact for IGSI information, 
research assistance at a low cost, free 
entry into the Minnesota Genealogical 
Library, and more.

International Membership - $40
This membership provides the 
same member benefits as General 
membership. The additional cost helps 
cover the cost of international mailing. 
The member has access to the members-
only section of the IGSI website and 
receives a discount for IGSI events, 
email contact for IGSI information, 
research assistance at a low cost, and free 
entry into the Minnesota Genealogical 
Library, and more.

To help current members with this 
increase, All members -- no matter 
of renewal date -- can take advantage 
of the ‘old’ price of $25 for General 
and Electronic membership or $35 for 
International members by renewing 
before March 30, 2011. The year renewal 
time will be added to their current 
membership expiration dates.

Data Entry Volunteers Needed

IGSI Pedigree Volunteers

IGSI has a couple of volunteers who have agreed to  enter some family pedigree 
charts into a family tree program and then save them as GED files for IGSI’s 
Pedigree program. We are looking for more members to help us. This is a project 
to do at home and what better time to volunteer than during the winter. If you have 
a computer you can volunteer. Contact us at questions@IrishGenealogical.org for 
more information or to volunteer. Thanks.

It is important for the members 
to update their membership 

information when it changes. This can 
be done online at the IGSI website in the 
‘Members menu’ under the ‘Members 
Profile’ link, you can send your updated 
information by email or mail the 
changes needed to be changed to our 
office at IGSI, 1185 Concord Street N., 
Suite 218, South St. Paul, MN 55075.

Of particular importance to keep 
current are email and home addresses. 
We use these to keep you informed.

Emails.  From the Society’s perspective, 
it helps when all of your information is 
up to date.  We send the eNewsletter, 
meeting reminders and other 
communications by email.   If your 
email is wrong (an old email or another 
problem), you are missing our messages.  
Related to that, please add our email 
address (IrishGenealogical.org) to your 
approved recipient list.

Addresses.  Some members have a 
second home for part of the year and 
ask that some issues of The Septs be 
mailed to this second address. When 
there is a second address, check the little 
boxes below the address area to indicate 
which issues of The Septs should be sent 
to which address. That way, you won’t 
miss a single issue. Note: mailing labels 
are prepared two weeks before the 
month of the journal issue. 
 
If you are not receiving announcement 
of the eNewsletter or your copy of The 
Septs, please let us know so we can check 
on any problems. 

Manage Your

Member Information
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Purchases
A403 - Map of Connemara, County 
Galway from the book Connemara, by 
Tim Robinson. 1 Map. Map drawer.

C132 - Burial Records Saint Patrick’s 
Church, Patrick Street, Waterford City, 
1723-1855, Except Feb. 10th 1727 to Jan 11th 
1732 and Mar 21st 1732 to Jan 1st 1733, 
by Michael O’Sullivan. Published 
by Waterford Municipal Library, 
Waterford City, Ireland, 1999, 44 p., 
map of cemetery. 

C133 - St. Patrick’s Parish Church 
Graveyard Ballmoney [County Antrim], 
by Dorothy Arthur. Published by 
Impact Printing, Ballycastle, 2010, 149 
p., illus., indexed. 

C134 - Ballymoney Old Church Graveyard 
[County Antrim], by Dorothy Arthur. 
Published by Impact Printing, 
Ballycastle, 2008, 482 p., indexed. 

H667 - The Story of the 7th: A concise 
history of the 7th Battalion, Cork No. 1 
Brigade, Irish Republican Army from 1915 
to 1921, by Charlie Browne. Published 
by Schull Books, Ballydehob, Co. Cork, 
2007, 104 p., illus., indexed by Division. 

H668 - The Wicklow War Dead: A 
History of the Casualties of the World 
Wars, by Tom & Seamus Burnell. 
Published by Nonsuch Publishing, 
Dublin, Ireland, 2009, 313 p., illus., 
alphabetical. 

K138 - Baptisms, Millstreet, Roman 
Catholic Church, Drishane Parish, Barony 
of Muskerry West & Cullen Parish, 
Barony of Duhallow, 1853-59. No index. 
Pages 218 thru 311. 

New to the Library
by Beth Mullinax

K140 - Churches of the Church of Ireland 
Dedicated to St. George, by Duncan 
Scarlett. Published by Duncan 
Scarlett, Belfast, Northern Ireland, 
2010, 74 p., illus. 

L108 - The Story of Renfrew [Canada]. 
From the Coming of the First Settlers About 
1820 to 1928, by William Small field & 
Rev. Robert Campbell. Published by 
Global Heritage Press, Milton, Ontario, 
Canada, 2000 (reprint), 91p. + Index. 
(Two Volumes in One) 

L109 - The Irish Palatines in Ontario: 
Religion, Ethnicity, and Rural Migration, 
by Carolyn A. Heald. Published by 
Global Heritage Press, Milton Ontario, 
Canada, 2009, Second Edition, 241 p., 
index, illus. (50)

L102.Vol.IV - Erin’s Sons: Irish Arrivals 
in Atlantic Canada to 1863, by Terrence 
M. Punch. Published by Genealogical 
Publishing Co., Baltimore, MD, 2010, 
180 p., illus., indexed. 

Donations
Family History - The Poorest of the 
Poor: The Family of Patrick and Mary 
Sullivan [Waterville, Co. Kerry], by 
Tom Lake, Sacramento, CA. Donated 
by the author.

H078 - In Their Own Words: The 
Famine in North Connacht 1845-1849, by 
Liam Swords. Published by Columba, 
Blackrock, Co. Dublin, Ireland, 1999, 
508 p., Indexed. Donated by Patricia 
Payton, St. Louis, MO.
 
H669 - A History of Irish Farming 1750-
1950, by Jonathan Bell and Mervyn 

Watson. Published by Four Courts 
Press, Dublin, Ireland, 2009, 344 
p., illus. Donated by Ron Eustice, 
Savage, MN.

H670 - Extents of Irish Monastic 
Possessions, 1540-1541: From Manuscripts 
in the Public Record Office, London. Edited 
by Newport B. White. Published by the 
Government Publications Sale Office, 
Dublin, Ireland, 1943, 453 p., indexed. 
Donated by Ron Eustice, Savage, MN.

K139- A Hidden Church: The Diocese 
of Achonry 1689-1818, by Liam Swords. 
[Diocese covers parts of South Sligo, 
Northwest Roscommon, and East 
Mayo] Published by Columba Press, 
Blackrock, Co. Dublin, 1998, 464 p., 
illus., indexed. Donated by Patricia E. 
Payton, St. Louis, MO.

Beth Mullinax, having been the IGSI 
librarian since the library’s inception, has 
been instrumental 
in building the 
Irish research 
collection housed 
at the Minnesota 
G e n e a l o g i c a l 
Society’s Library 
to its status as one 
of the best Irish 
Collections in the 
USA.

She is a past president and has held other 
Board positions of IGSI since 1983. She 
lectures on research topics, basic and 
advanced.
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IGSI Bookstore Back Online
IGSI offers you books and other items for researching your family history.

Visit our fully stocked Irish genealogical online bookstore where we offer:

• Books	 • Journals
• Maps	 • CDs

• Gift Certificates

The Bookstore is back online and ready to go. Old favorites and new 
books are available and listed on the site. You can get answers to book or 
order questions by emailing us at Booksales@IrishGenealogical.org. 

http://www.irishgenealogical.org/irish_genealogical_book_catalog.asp

Irish Genealogical Society International
1185 Concord Street North, Suite 218
South St. Paul, MN 55075

E-mail

Phone Date

Due to the rate of the dollar overseas, prices are subject to change.
Indicate date of issue books were found. Prices good for 90 days
beyond publishing date.

Tax: 7.125% for
MN Residents

Shipping

Total

Total Enclosed
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Century of Northern Life
Eamon Phoenix

The Irish News and 100 Years of Ulster 
History 1890-1900 Graphic illustrations, 
photos, newspaper clippings and the 
contributions from specialist of the times. 
(232 pp) Order book #H286 Cost: $22.95

Exploring Family Origins Series
Noel Farrell

These books have helped 
thousands of  Irish 
people across the world 
find their Irish roots and 
their Irish family origins. 
Each book contains over 
12,000 Irish names of 
natives living in that 
specific town in the olden 
times - Irish Genealogy 
at its best. Noel Farrell’s 
hard work makes 
subsequent research 
easier. The fold-out maps are a valuable visual resource.

All Books in Exploring Family 
Orgins Series are $25.00

J073	 Carlow Town, County Carlow
J051	 Cavan Town, County Cavan
J123	 Kinsale, County Cork
J125	 Youghal, County Cork
J015	 Ballyshannon, County Donegal
J016	 Donegal Town, Inver, Mt. Charles, County Donegal
J018	 Letterkenny, County Donegal
J019	 Stranolarl/Ballybofey, County Donegal
J020	 Ballinasloe Town, County Galway
J040	 Killarney, County Kerry
J154	 Rathkeale/Newcastle, County Limerick
J158	 Ballina, County Mayo
J023	 Navan Town, County Meath
J025	 Monaghan Town, County Monaghan
J034	 Birr, County Offaly
J026	 Tullamore, County Offaly
J027	 Old Roscommon, County Roscommon
J118	 Carrick-on-Suir, County Tipperary
J167	 Nenagh, County Tipperary
J061	 Dungarvan, County Waterford
J163	 Athlone, County Westmeath
J164	 Mullingar, County Westmeath
J030	 Enniscorthy Town, County Wexford
J031	 New Ross, County Wexford
J174	 Tipperary Town, County Tipperary

Counties in Time 
Documents and commentaries from

the National Archives of Ireland

The records chosen in this CD-ROM cover 
the period from the late sixteenth century 
to the mid-twentieth century. The CD 
contains almost 1000 documents, scanned 
images of the documents and transcripts 
for those which are difficult to read. The 
CD is easy to navigate and user-friendly.  
Order CD #J156  Cost: $29.95

Index of Irish Periodicals
Periodicals located in the 

Irish Genealogical Society International library collection

Now you can find the gold in our Irish 
periodical collection. This CD indexes 
the collection’s genealogically significant 
articles and short entries, sorts them by 
location, and makes them searchable by any 
word. The index contains over 12,000 lines 
of data from 83 journals with issues spanning 30 years plus 
information about the Irish in 62 countries. The database is in 
both .pdf and MS Excel 97 forms.  
Order CD #PER2  Cost: $12.00

The Course of Irish History
T.W. Moody and F.X. Martin

This book has been the core text in both 
Irish and American universities for 3 decades. 
Considered the definitive history among the 
Irish themselves, it is the essential text for 
anyone interested in the history of Ireland.  
(462 pp.) Order Book #H001 Cost: $18.95
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IGSI Education Calendar
All classes will be held at the MGS Library in South St. Paul on Irish Saturdays. Cost is $10 for members, $15 for 
non-members.

January 8, 2011 (10-11:30 AM) - Land Divisions and Their Records with Diane Lovrencevic
This class is designed for beginners to Irish research or for anyone interested in how the records in Ireland are organized. 
Researchers who know how the land is organized will have a better chance to find their ancestral records. Why do you need to 
know what Barony or Parish your ancestors lived, come and fine out.

February 12, 2011 (1-2:30 PM) - Civil Registration with Beth Vought
Civil Registration in Ireland is a major genealogical source for the last half of the 19th century and into the 20th century. 
In 1845, civil registration began for all non-Roman Catholic marriages in all 32 counties. Starting in 1864, civil registration 
was added for Roman Catholic marriages as well as the registration of all births and deaths in the country regardless of 
religion. You will learn how a little about the history of Civil Registration, how to search the index, how to order copies of 
the registration, and what information you will find.

March 12, 2011 (10-11:30 AM) - Occupational Trails with Sheila Northrop
Some of our Irish ancestors immigrated to an area where they could pursue a career that they had pursued in Ireland and were 
trained to do. Many more took whatever entry level job was open to them in their new country and continued to follow that 
line of work as opportunities opened in other areas. In this class we will look at some typical Irish immigrant occupational 
trails and discuss the availability and location of records that might help you discover more about your ancestor.

Mark your calendars and save 
April 29-30, 2011, for a special 

genealogy event in Minnesota. 
The Irish Genealogical Society 
International is collaborating 
with the Minnesota Genealogical 
Society to sponsor a British 
Isles Day. David Rencher, 
Chief Genealogical Officer for 
FamilySearch and a regular 
contributor to The Septs, will be 
the featured speaker. 

On Friday evening, there will be 
a coffee and dessert reception to 
accompany David Rencher’s talk. 
Return Saturday for 12 breakout sessions Irish, British, 
Scottish and Welsh genealogy with David Rencher and 
other familiar Minnesota genealogists plus an area of 
vendors displaying genealogy and society information. 

Events will take place at the 
Hennepin Technical College, 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota, 20 
minutes from Minneapolis/St. 
Paul airport.

Early Bird prices for the event 
(good between February 1 and 
March 15) are:   $15 for Friday 
evening (only) – lecture and 
dessert reception; $50 for 
Saturday only; or a combination 
price of $55 for both days.  

After March 15, the cost is: $20 
for Friday evening only; $60 for 

Saturday only; and $70 for both days.

Watch the IGSI website at <www.IrishGenealogical.org> 
for more details after February 1st.
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Irish Genealogical Society International
Membership

Indicate Membership Category

❑ General ($25) ❑ International ($35) ❑ Electronic ($25)
For Gift Memberships go to www.IrishGenealogical.org or write to IGSI at address below.

Name

Address City

State/Province Postal Code Country

Email Phone

Irish and Scot-Irish surnames only. PLEASE PRINT
One surname spelling and one Irish County per line please.
Surnames are searchable on the IGSI website www.IrishGenealogical.org Non-internet users may contact us.

Surname Ireland County (locale if known) Other Country (locale) - [needn’t write USA]
Example Stack Kerry (Ballylongford) Can-QC; OH, MN (Rice Co), AZ

Place additional surnames on blank sheet of paper.

SURNAMES

PAYMENT

1 Year General Membership ($25 US) $
1 Year International Membership ($35 US) $
1 Year Electronic Membership ($25 US) $
Donation - US tax deductible (Thank You) $

TOTAL $
❑ Check (Payable to IGSI) Preferred    
❑ Credit Card    ❑ MC  ❑ Visa

Credit Card Number Exp. Date

Signature

Mail to
IGSI Membership
1185 Concord St N., Suite 218
South St. Paul, MN 55075

http://www.IrishGenealogical.org

❑ Renewal

❑ New

Mem #

IGSI Member who Suggested Membership

______________________________________________________________ Membership Form
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Renew before the April 1st increase.



Irish Genealogical Society International, Inc.
1185 Concord St. N., Suite 218
South St. Paul, MN 55075

Irish Genealogical Society International, Inc. (IGSI)
Library and Offices located at the Minnesota Genealogical Library

IGSI Classes, Quarterly Meetings and Irish Days

Minnesota Genealogical Library
1185 Concord St. N. * Suite 218

South St. Paul, MN 55075
651-455-9057

During severe weather please call 
before coming to the library to 
check if open.

The library is a self-supporting 
research library staffed by vol-
unteers. If you are a member of 
the IGSI and are coming from 
out of town, contact Beth at Re-
search@IrishGenealogical.org 
so we can try to have an Irish re-
searcher available to meet you.

Daytime Hours
Wed, Thurs & Sat: 10 am to 4 pm

Evening Hours
Tues & Thurs: 6:00 to 9:00 pm

Closed Sunday, Monday 
and Fridays

If traveling any distance, call
first to check schedule.


